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From the Pastor’s Desk
Editor’s note: For the past twenty-four months, Rev.
Steve Willis has written the lead article for the Hebron Herald. Upon his departure, I have taken the
liberty to comb through the Herald’s archives to reprint an article for this month from August, 2003.
Life is full of all kinds of stresses. There are
stresses caused by our jobs, stresses caused by raising children, stresses from living in a community,
and stresses from simply being in relationships with others. If we are honest
with ourselves, the first course of action
which many of us use to deal with the
stresses of life is to run away from them.
We may try to run away from them by eating too
much, drinking too much, working too much, or
through any one of a number other avoidance
behaviors.
The prophet Isaiah addresses the human tendency to run away from our problems. In Isaiah 30:1516, the prophet writes, “This is what the sovereign
Lord, the Holy one of Israel says, ‘In repentance and
rest is our salvation, in quietness and trust is your
strength, but you would have none of it.’ ” The
prophet then describes to the Israelites how they
literally flee on their swift horses from the problems
which confront them.
I believe that Isaiah’s advice is excellent wisdom
for all of us whose lives are confronted daily with all
kinds of stresses. His advice is that instead
of fleeing from our stresses, we ought to
bring our problems to God in prayer and
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and then to wait upon the Lord for strength, for
guidance, and for rest. It is true that we cannot stop
the world or prevent any uncontrollable stresses from
coming our way. We do, however, always have the
choice as to whether we will offer our problems to
God in prayer and seek his direction or whether we
will choose to flee from our problems. As the prophet
writes, “The Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises
to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are those who wait for him.”
Isaiah 30:18
I would like to refer some New Testament scripture
passages which may help you in times of stress and
suffering:
Psalm 3:1-6
Romans 8:18-25
Matthew 6:25-34
2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Matthew 26:36-46
Philippians 4:4-7
John 14:25-27
1 Peter 1:6-7
Romans 5:3-5
1 Peter 4:12,14,16
Many people have found in the book of Psalms
comfort and encouragement during times of stress
and personal suffering. A good way to approach
these passages is to read them and then relate them
in prayer to God to the specific stresses you are
facing. These Psalms include the following:
 Individual Psalms of lament; this means crying out
to the Lord in distress: Psalms 5,7,9-10, 28, 35,
36, 40, 41, 52
 Psalms seeking God’s forgiveness: Psalm 54-56,
61, 63, 64, 140-142
 Psalms and hymns of thanksgiving and praise:
These Psalms help us to focus on praising and
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Hebron Needs You!
Many people attend church week after week to
listen and learn thinking that the church seems to be
running smoothly. However, just because our
church seems to be doing well from the pew on Sunday mornings doesn’t mean that the staff and officers couldn’t use a little additional help behind the
scenes. Most people including the church personnel
are really bad about asking for help, and besides,
they don’t know what unique talents you have unless you tell them!
Instead, get proactive and creative. It doesn’t
matter if you are young, old, busy,
poor, or just don’t feel very talented,
our church needs YOU! We maintain
three buildings and twenty-one acres.
Church and cemetery funds pay for mowing. Presently, the cleaners come for one hour each week.
So how can you help? Here are a few ideas:
1. Be a greeter
2. After services, pick up papers and communion
cups; put hymnals and Bibles back in their places
3. Pick up sticks/rake leaves
4. Spray/pull weeds
5. Clean out shrubbery
6. Dust and straighten the Session Room
7. Straighten/clean out materials in the vestibules
8. Fold bulletins in the office on Fridays
9. Wipe out windows in the Fellowship Hall/kitchen
10. Sweep or mop the kitchen floor
11. Sweep or mop the Fellowship Hall floor
12. Wipe counters/appliances in the kitchen
13. Dust mantles/furniture in the Fellowship Hall
14. Inventory supplies in the kitchen
15. Collect trash in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall
16. Clean/dust windows and woodwork leading to
the balcony
17. Clean/dust windows in the sanctuary
18. Polish silver in the sanctuary
19. File and shelve books in the library
(Ways continued in column two)
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thanking God even when we are under stressful
situations:
 Praise-Psalm 30, 92, 103, 116, 118, 138
 Thanksgiving-Psalm 65, 67, 75, 124, 107
 Psalms of trusting God in the midst of our troubles
Psalm 11, 16, 23, 27:1-6, 62, 63, 91, 131
We all face stresses throughout our
lives. I pray that these passages may
a blessing to you as you face your
stresses in life.
In Christ’s love,

be

John Barbour
John Barbour

Church Picnic-August 28!
Hebron will have its summer picnic on Sunday,
August 28, following morning services. Chicken,
pork barbecue, and beverages will be
provided. Please bring side dishes and
desserts to help round our meal. We
hope to see everybody there!

(Ways continued from column one)
20. Help weed/ maintain flower beds around the manse
21. Help trim/weed around the Scout Hut
22. Send cards to our special people
23. Donate to SACRA and the Valley Mission
24. Join the choir
25. Create a bulletin board in the hallway
26. Contribute an article for the Hebron Herald
27. Help decorate for Advent
28. Help decorate for Easter
29. Give financially
30. ___________(Create a job!)
Little by little, a little becomes a lot.
Tanzanian proverb

Reverend Holmes Rolston
Hebron Presbyterian Church, near Swoope, was
burned to the ground Wednesday afternoon about 4
o’clock…...On the day of the fire the pastorate of Rev.
J.E. Booker ended and the congregation is now without church and pastor. It was one of the oldest
churches in the county and the congregation one of
the largest.
The Staunton Spectator and Vindicator
February 2, 1900

Within five days of the fire, the leaders of Hebron’s congregation took action to rebuild the sanctuary by contacting the law firm of Bumgardner and Bumgardner to draw up
subscription papers to help the congregation replace the church building on
the same site as the old one. Without a building, the
congregation worshipped at various locations including Swoope Chapel, the “grove”, and even in private
residences. With the departure of Rev. Booker, the
congregation had another task of securing a pastor.
Within four months, on May 20, 1900, Hebron’s congregation extended a call to the Rev. Holmes Rolston.
Rev. Rolston was born July 8, 1864, at Mount Clinton in Rockingham County, Virginia. He, like so many
of Hebron’s ministers before him, was educated at
Hampden-Sydney College and Union Theological
Seminary, graduating in 1895. He was licensed and
ordained by the Lexington Presbytery as an evangelist and spent his first five years out of seminary in
Randolph County, West Virginia. Also in 1895, he
married Mary Jacqueline Campbell of Rockbridge
County. He and Mrs. Rolston were the parents of six
children, four of them having been born in the old
manse of Hebron. Dr. Holmes Rolston III, the grandson of Rolston, wrote in one of his
journals the family legendary story of
his grandfather. The elder Rev.
Holmes was a home missionary in
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Horton, West Virginia and drove his horse and buggy
for seventy miles in one day to bury Archibald, his
nineteen day old, first born child, in the New Providence Cemetery near Brownsburg, Virginia.
After arriving at Hebron, Rev. Rolston’s first order
of business was to help the congregation rebuild the
sanctuary. The congregation was one of mostly farm
families that had experienced an economic panic in
1893. His skills and imagination were challenged as
he followed the Rev. Booker who had “done it all”
even to the detriment of his own health. Rolston
worked with the congregation in fund-raising as well
as the physical labor of hauling logs and bricks. Rolston was a man of strong faith and a preacher of
sound doctrine. He was considered an earnest
worker and endeared himself to the Hebron people
with his lovable disposition and his consistent Christian living.
At the church’s dedication, Rev. Rolston stated
that the total cost of the church’s
rebuilding was $9,750. To that
point, the church had raised
$5,732 with an unpaid balance of
about $4,000. Session requested a congregational
meeting in order to obtain pledges and funds to
complete the project. (The full newspaper account
of the sanctuary dedication can be found in the June,
2021 edition of the Hebron Herald.)
During the eighteen years Rev. Rolston served
Hebron, the church found itself in debt several
times. Pleas went out to the congregation to make
up for the deficiencies with positive results. Gradually, the minister’s salary increased from the initial
$640 to $1,200 in 1916. With the burning of the
church facility, the Sunday School program dropped
to about 185 scholars. At the end of his tenure, Sunday School students rose to 390. Church membership grew to 375.
Shortly after Rolston’s arrival, the Session adopted the envelope system to raise funds for all church
purposes that went into effect April, 1901. A church
(Rolston continued on page four column one)

(Rolston continued from page three column two)
library was created by 1909. The same year, the
church bought additional property south of the sanctuary to create a “new” cemetery. In 1910, Oak
Grove Chapel opened. With services at Hebron on
Sunday mornings, the pastor also preached two services on Sunday afternoons at Swoope and Oak
Grove Chapels to extend Hebron’s footprint in the
community. In 1917, the Hebron congregation commenced to support a missionary to Korea. Now Hebron’s faith had extended to foreign fields.
Beginning in 1909, Rev. Rolston was granted one
to two months of vacation if necessary. By 1910,
Rev. Rolston told the Session that preaching two additional services on Sundays “overloaded his
strength greatly.” The Session advised him to discontinue the afternoon appointments, and a supply
was secured for the summer. In 1915, the Session
unanimously approved a three month rest as his
health necessitated this. The Session engaged a student from Union Seminary to supply the pulpit while
Rolston was away. Elders took more roles in leading
the church services in absence of the pastor.
By June, 1918, Rolston submitted his resignation
to the congregation. He went on to serve the First
Presbyterian Church in Pulaski, Virginia, until his
health failed him. He returned to his home in Staunton where he died on September 18, 1924, at the
age of sixty. He, his wife, and four of his children are
interred in the new cemetery at Hebron. In January,
1925, the ladies of the congregation requested
permission to raise funds for a
marble memorial tablet honoring
Rev. Rolston. It is mounted in the
west vestibule of the sanctuary.
In 1914, Rev. Rolston was honored with a doctor
of divinity degree from Washington and Lee University. Rev. Rolston’s family continued his tradition of
ministers with seven members graduating from Union Theological Seminary and two graduates of the
Presbyterian School of Christian Education. His distinguished grandson, Dr. Holmes Rolston III, is
considered the “Father of Environmental Ethics.”
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Hebron Presbyterian Church
Budget vs. Actual
January through July 20, 2022
ACTUAL
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
6000 · General Giving
7000 · Benevolent Giving
Total Income
Expense
1100 - Administrative
2100 - Christian Outreach
2300 - Congregational Life
2500 - Worship
5100 - Property
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income
Other Income/Expense
Other Expense
Net Other Income
Net Income

BUDGET

67,211.65
1,196.08
68,407.73

141,230.00
5,450.00
146,680.00

20,645.69
2,750.00
0.00
34,632.35
19,186.72
77,214.76
-8,807.03

44,315.00
20,325.00
2,310.00
67,176.00
32,485.00
66,611.00
-19,931.00

0.00
0.00
-10,797.19

0.00
0.00
-19,931.00

M. Hannah Bush
Church Treasurer

Guest Speakers for August
August 7-Gerald Harper
August 14-Mark Wilson
August 21-Mark Wilson
August 28-Mark Wilson

Thank You!
A big thank you goes out to Jim and Louise
McGavock, Keyser and Donna Kirtley, Larry and Gail
Mayer, and Susan Croft for sharing tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, and zucchini from
their gardens to the congregation.
Also, we appreciate the carpenter skills of Larry
and Gail Mayer who repaired and added book and
Bible holders to the pews in the sanctuary, and
Charles Buchanan for repairing the faucet in the
downstairs bathroom. Neighbor Doug Riley sprayed
weeds on the fire pit and around the Scout Hut. We
appreciate everyone who helps maintain our facility.

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
June 26, 2022
12:10 P. M.
Present: Elders Liz Brown, Robert Christian, Mike Dundas,
Glenn Mader, Randy Moyer, Sandy Showalter, Doug Trimble,
and Joan Wright
Larry Mayer ( Clerk of Session)
Excused: Theresa Moore, Anita Tuttle, Tom Cook
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and a reading
from Ministry is A High Calling, Aim Low.
Clerk’s Report:
 Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
 Session approved the minutes from the May 22, 2022 Stated Session Meeting.
 The Clerk shared the results of the 2021 Session Records
review.
 The Clerk presented a request from Amber Smith, leader of
the Churchville Livestock 4-H. The request was to use the
church Fellowship Hall for meetings on the following dates:
-September 20
-October 18
-November 15
-December 20
-January 17, 2023
-February 21
-March 21
-April 18
-May 16
Session approved the request.
.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a Budget vs Actual Report from Jan. 1 through June 24, 2022. For this
period, expense has exceeded income by $10,797.
The balance in our Atlantic Union checking account is $139,163.
Session approved having Sandy Showalter fill in as temporary
treasurer during the absence of the treasurer for a medical
procedure.
Old Business: No report
Presbytery Report: No report
Committee Reports:
 Administrative Committee: The committee is reviewing
the current Wedding Policy and the use of the church by
non-Hebron groups.
Based on a recommendation from the committee, prior to
this meeting, the Clerk conducted an e-mail/telephone
vote to present Steve Willis with a $500 gift as a token of
our appreciation for his service to Hebron. Session approved the recommended action.
 Christian Outreach Committee: No report
 Congregational Life Committee: Twenty-five people
attended the Praise in the Park picnic.
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Property Committee: From the Cemetery Committee, the
following issue was discussed:
During a recent wind storm in the area, two large
limbs came down from the large oak tree in the middle of the Old Cemetery. Damage was done to a number of grave stones. Larry Mayer has submitted a
claim to Church Mutual to see if we can get some help
in paying for the cleanup and repair that will need to
be done.
We have policy that covers cemetery damage, but the
deductible is $2500.
Arrangements have been made to get the tree limbs
and debris removed so that we can get an idea of how
many grave stones were damaged. The charge is $600
and will be paid from the Cemetery checking account.
Once the insurance adjuster comes to look at the
damaged stones, we will get an estimate from Hartman Memorials to do the repair.
 Communications Committee: Some new photos have
been posted to the web site.
 Worship Committee: The committee has arranged to fill
the pulpit through the summer months.
Session arranged the following elders to serve as
“Elder of the Month” through the rest of 2022:
July – Theresa Moore
August – Liz Brown
September – Joan Wright
October – Sandy Showalter
November – Robert Christian
December – Doug Trimble
 Pastor Nominating Committee: The search for a new
pastor continues.
 Church Nominating Committee: No report
 Presbyterian Women: No report.
 New Business: None
 Moderator’s Report: Session and the Interim Pastor
discussed the need to have a moderator for future
session meetings until we get an installed pastor.
Presbytery is responsible for providing a moderator.
 New Business: None.
 Next Stated Session Meeting: July 24, 2022, 12 Noon.
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends,
and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for
corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at
1:05 P.M.

Approved____________________
_____________________
Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session

A Summary of General Assembly Actions
By Rick Jones and Mike Ferguson
Office of the General Assembly
July 12, 2022
Church leadership
Key positions in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) were filled
during the assembly. The Rev. Ruth Santana-Grace and Rev.
Shavon Starling-Louis were elected co-moderators of the 225th
General Assembly. The assembly confirmed Rev. Dr. Diane
Moffett’s re-election to a second term as president and executive director of Presbyterian Mission Agency. The assembly
confirmed the re-election of the Rev. Dr. Tom Taylor as president and CEO of the Presbyterian Foundation, his fourth term.
The assembly also confirmed the 2021 election of Rev. Dr. Asa
Lee, president of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
Israel/Palestine
The General Assembly voted 266-116 to approve INT-02, a
“Recognition that Israel’s Laws, Policies and Practices Constitute Apartheid Against the Palestinian People.” It declares that
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) “recognizes that the laws, policies, and practices of the government of Israel regarding the
Palestinian people fulfill the international legal definition of
apartheid.”
Fossil fuel divestment
General Assembly approved ENV-10 calling for divestment from
five oil and gas companies: Chevron, ExxonMobil, Marathon
Petroleum, Phillips 66 and Valero Energy. The assembly said the
companies were not doing enough to slow global warming.
Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) reports that
this is the first time the PC(USA) has voted to divest from companies out of compliance with GA’s environmental policies
(which was established in 2018.)
Unification and National Structure
On a vote of 321-54, General Assembly approved FIN-10, which
calls for the appointment of a commission to oversee and facilitate the unification of the Office of the General Assembly (OGA)
and the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) into a single agency. The assembly also approved MOV-02, which moves Mission
Engagement and Support (MES) from the Mission Agency to
the Administrative Services Group, which supports both OGA
and PMA.
Unified budget/per capita
The assembly approved FIN-14, which includes unified budgets
for the Office of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Mission
Agency and the Administrative Services Group of the PC(USA),
A Corporation. The budget for the three agencies and entities
totals $88.3 million in 2023 and $89.5 million in 2024. The
breakdown of the budget will be 16% for OGA, 79% for PMA,
and 5% for ASG.
The assembly voted to approve FIN-13 which assesses a per
capita rate of $9.85 per member in 2023 and $9.80 per member in 2024. The current per capita rate is $8.98 per member
meaning an 87-cent (9.6%) increase next year while the 2024
rate will drop by five cents (0.5%) in 2024. The per capita budget for 2023 was approved at $15.2 million and $15.6 million for
2024.
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Immigration
By a vote of 340-25, the General Assembly approved IMM-06,
allowing the church to declare itself a “Sanctuary and Accompaniment Church.” The assembly’s Immigration Committee says
the decision sends a message that the church is committed to
working for justice in U.S. immigration policy.
Gun violence
General Assembly approved a motion that the church renew its
commitment to end gun violence by developing a 10-year campaign, the Decade to End Gun Violence (2022 – 2032).
The assembly also voted to direct Mission Responsibility
Through Investment (MRTI) to engage with Walmart, Dick’s
Sporting Goods and Kroger, three publicly traded companies
held by either the Board of Pensions or Presbyterian Foundation, that sell guns not classified as semi-automatic and assaultbased weapons.
Ukraine
The assembly also voted 374-1 to approve INT-19, a commissioners’ resolution condemning the Russian military invasion of
Ukraine and crimes against humanity, and calling for a ceasefire and the immediate resumption of internationally mediated
negotiations
Race and gender justice
Commissioners and advisory delegates approved several items
of business from the Race and Gender Justice Committee (RGJ),
including RGJ-07: “A Resolution Addressing the Lack of Installed
Pastoral Leadership in People of Color Congregations in the PC
(USA) — From the Racial Equity Advocacy Committee” and RGJ08: “On Offering an Apology to African Americans for the Sin of
Slavery and Its Legacy.”
A two-hour plenary ended with votes overwhelmingly approving both items, and with white Presbyterians reading aloud “A
Litany of Repentance” found in RGJ-08, which begins with the
words: “As white Christians we repent of our complicity in the
belief in white supremacy.”
The assembly also approved RGJ-12 calling for a new special
committee to expose white supremacy within the denomination
and make recommendations for improvement. In addition, the
assembly approved RGJ-13, directing the Presbyterian Mission
Agency and the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation to “create
educational resources for congregations to identify and interrupt practices and policies that perpetuate the adultificaiton of
Black girls and criminalization of adolescent behavior.” Commissioners and advisory delegates passed a resolution, RGJ-14,
denouncing violence against Asian women and Pacific Islanders.
The Church will form a committee to write a new PC(USA) confession.
26th General Assembly
The assembly voted to change the format of the 226th General
Assembly, whereby committee meetings will be held online,
with in-person plenaries being conducted on site in Salt Lake
City, Utah, in 2024. The assembly is expected to cost approximately $2.8 million.
Mid councils
Commissioners and advisory delegates approved MC-10, which
creates a task force to explore the theology and practice of ordination for ruling elders and recommend any changes to the
226th General Assembly (2024). The task force will include
(General Assembly 2022 continued on page eight column two)
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Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

National
Watermelon
Day

7

8

9
10
National Book
Lover’s Day

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20
World Honey
Bee Day

21
22
Worship
LOL
Session Mtg.

23

24

25
Banana Split
Day

26

27

28
Worship

30

31

Worship
LOL

14
Worship
LOL

7

29

HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

August Birthdays
Gibby Crummett
Theresa Moore
Ed Stone
Jonathan Riley
Doug Riley
Edna Stone
Fay Moran
Nan Brown
Braden Moyer
Susan Croft
Jay Mader
Kim Rathburn
Clay Hewitt
Denise Lyle

3
4
4
5
9
11
12
13
18
21
21
27
29
31

Anniversaries
David and Theresa Moore
Jim and Sylvia Crawford
Randy and Donna Moyer
Duane and Lorrie Dean
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11
12
24
30
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representatives who identify as BIPOC, immigrant congregations and New Worshiping Communities. Several amendments
and motions were considered, but the overture was approved
as amended by the committee.
Other
The General Assembly approved changes to the Standing Rules
(STAN-22) that alter requirements for those serving as Young
Adult Advisory Delegates to the assembly. YAADs must be:
 An active member of a PC(USA) congregation or a participant in a new worshipping community or immigrant fellowship that has a relationship with a presbytery.
 Between 18 and 23 years of age on the day the assembly
convenes.
Read more news of the 225th General Assembly at pcusa.org

Elder of the Month for August
Liz Brown has volunteered to serve as Elder of
the Month for August. You may reach Liz
at 540-448-6251 in case of an emergency
or when the church office is closed.

SACRA Report
Items for SACRA totaled 36 for the month of July.

