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                From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends,  

Do It Yourself.  The churches I have worked with 

over the years live by this simple rural philosophy. 

They build their own sanctuaries and fellowship 

halls. They fix their own roofs and fight 

their own furnaces. They devise their own 

unique ways of governing their churches 

that sometimes differ from the official denomina-

tional rules, and this often drives denominational 

managers crazy.  The vital, healthy congregations 

out here attend to important relationships with 

their community and with the outside world. Yet 

they trust their own local wisdom when solving 

problems.  Great and weighty theological matters 

like grace and forgiveness may ultimately be God’s 

work.  But living the faith means that human beings 

must roll up their own sleeves and break a sweat. 

Here’s what I have seen to be true:  the practice of 

DIY builds creative and confident congregations 

who engage their communities. 

 

DIY is a part of the cultural landscape of rural Amer-

ica and not just in church.  It is important for many 

institutions including vital, healthy families.  And 

before I share a story about my own family, I need 

to say in this politically obsessive moment that I am 

not making a political argument against govern-

ment.  It is more than possible to acknowledge both 

the value of DIY and to advocate for strong, effec-

tive government. 

 

Ed Huskins, my Papa, left the house every morning 

with his brother Hoke and his cousin Sam to mine 

for mica in the mountains of Mitchell County, North 

Carolina.  They returned every evening in Papa’s 

flatbed truck, opened the cellar doors, and unload-

ed the day’s take.  The shimmering stacks of mica 

sheets lined up along the dirt floor. These 

three would wait for the mica prices to 

rise high enough to load it all up and take 

it into town to the processing plant. They 

would return home sometimes with hundreds of 

dollars, sometimes with thousands of dollars of cash 

in their pockets. 

 

Papa learned to mine from his father Fate.  They did 

it themselves, not being employed by any company.  

But they did it within the context of their communi-

ty.  Papa and Sam would call upon relatives and 

neighbors and ask for permission to mine upon 

their land and compensate them in return. Papa 

was the demolition expert.  He kept cases of dyna-

mite around the house.  Sam watched the market.  

Ed, Sam, and Hoke kept this up for several decades. 

 

As he started to get older, Papa adapted and came 

up with a new creative idea for work.  He and  

Mama invested their money into building a restau-

rant that became an institution in Spruce 

Pine; it was called the Circle Restaurant.  

They built several different houses, raised 

their children, fished for trout, shared stories about 

the old days, and enjoyed life together.  Sam 

learned to play the market.  He invested in a little-

known company at the time called Lowe’s.  Because  

(Willis continued on page two) 
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(Willis continued from page one) 

he was generous, the small local hospital now has 

Sam’s name on it. 

 

Do It Yourself.  This is so much a part of life in the 

congregations in which I have worked.  DIY is often 

about work; yet this attitude relates to different 

parts of life.  Papa built his own houses.  He main-

tained his own truck.  He planted his own 

garden and ate his own produce.  He did 

his own plumbing and electric.  He did not 

distill his own whiskey, but he did drink his neigh-

bor’s.  DIY builds an engaging and confident inter-

relationship between human beings and the world. 

 

One Saturday morning at the church food pantry, we 

were in a crisis. The line waiting for us wrapped 

around the church, and we knew that the food on 

the shelves and in the freezer was already low.  We 

did the best we could packing up food and praying 

for our neighbors’ concerns.  But it felt like the oppo-

site of the loaves and fishes story when we ran out 

of food.  Afterward the volunteers sat around consid-

ering possible solutions.  Write another grant pro-

posal.  Go to the church boards of the little 1,100 

person town and ask for more.  Call the big grocery 

chains in Roanoke, and beg for mercy.  Del sat quiet-

ly, but then said in an understated tone, “I think we 

need to do this ourselves.” 

 

Del was not then a member of the church, but he 

asked if he could come to our next board meeting 

because he had an idea.  At the meeting, he suggest-

ed having a golf tournament fundraiser which imme-

diately raised a number of eyebrows.  

Then, he claimed that many of the people 

we served were spending money on food 

for their animals and running out for themselves.  So 

he wanted to raise money for pet food as well.   Both 

ideas challenged typical small town pantry ortho-

doxy.  I was skeptical, myself.  Fortunately, all I said   

was, “Del, tell us more about what you’re thinking.”  

By the time he finished with a well-conceived plan 

and a heart-felt plea, the board voted unanimously 

to do it. 

 

The results were remarkable.  The first year 18 four-

somes teed off at the first Annual Pantry Fundraiser. 

The golfers were surprised that they did not receive 

the usual tees and golf balls as tournament favors. 

Instead, there were homemade cookies, pies, and 

cakes.  One of the most important outcomes, how-

ever, were the new volunteers at the pantry who 

were surprised to discover just how much need ex-

isted in their own town. The effort built new rela-

tionships and inspired new learn-

ing, but most of all, it built com-

munity. 

 

Over the years I have learned to welcome this local 

wisdom and DIY spirit within the congregations I 

have served.  Rural communities’ DIY capabilities are 

so often undervalued (often by rural communities 

themselves), but these efforts when nurtured serve 

as mustard seeds of great potential.  At a time when 

our federal government is mired in dysfunction, it is 

important to remember that the vitality and health 

of our local communities are not wholly dependent 

upon forces outside of our control.  Creative and 

adaptive people do amazing things and the fruits of 

their labors flourish as others support and nurture 

them. 

 

   Peace, 

   Steve 

   Rev. Steve Willis 

 

Editor’s note:  Steve originally wrote this article for 

The Daily Yonder which was published in the June 

16, 2017 edition. 
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Pentecost Offering 
     On June 5, Hebron will collect the Pentecost 

Offering which enables the church to encourage, de-

velop, and address the needs of at-risk children and 

youth.  Forty-percent of this offering is retained by 

the congregation to make an impact for 

the young people in our community.  This 

year, Randy Moyer, chairman of the Chris-

tian Outreach Committee, has announced that Heb-

ron will support The Central Shenandoah Valley 

Office on Youth. 

     The local office is located at 900 Nelson Street in 

Staunton.  The mission of The Central Shenandoah 

Valley Office on Youth is to develop positive connec-

tions between youth, their families, and community 

to build a strong foundation for a successful future.  

This organization works closely with local schools 

and courts to provide services in many areas includ-

ing after school and summer programming, employ-

ment services for older youth, gang and substance 

abuse programs, electric monitoring of juvenile 

offenders, family life education and support, supervi-

sion of suspended or expelled students from schools, 

teen activities, and teen pregnancy prevention.  The 

office sponsors Drug Take Back Days as well as the 

popular Shop With a Cop.  The office has a program 

dealing with truancy in our local schools called Check 

and Connect  

     Please consider making a contribution to the Pen-

tecost Offering that impacts our youth in the Staun-

ton and Augusta County areas.  And remember to 

wear red on June 5—the color of Pentecost. 

Trinity Sunday 
     Trinity Sunday, June 12, is the first Sunday after 

Pentecost.  On this Sunday, the church is reminded 

that the fullness of God is found in the Ho-

ly Trinity, which is one God who is Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.    

     On this Sunday, Hebron will observe holy com-

munion.  The greeters will distribute elements at the 

point of entry.  Additional elements will be inside the 

vestibules in case one did not receive them from the 

greeters.  Participants will hold them until Rev. Willis 

indicates the time in the service to partake. 

      

May SACRA Update 

     For the month of May, volunteers delivered 29 

food and personal items to the local SACRA head-

quarters.    

 Little by little, a little becomes a lot. 

Tanzanian proverb 

The Time Has Come To Say Good-Bye 
     At the May Session meeting, Rev. Willis an-

nounced that his last day at Hebron will be June 30.  

Needless to say, the elders were sad-

dened by this news.  Although each and 

everyone knew this day would come, 

no one wanted to hear of his departure.  

By forming and guiding the Pastor Nominating Com-

mittee, his work is essentially finished here.   

     Steve will move on to another church which has 

lost its minister and is seeking help and direction.  

That church is Radford Presbyterian Church.  Like 

Hebron, Steve will be commuting from his home in 

Bedford to Radford.   

     On June 19, we will honor Steve with a special 

Lemonade on the Lawn activity.  We hope that all 

Hebronites and their families will be able to stay 

after the church service, enjoy fellowship, and give 

Steve very special wishes and thanks for all he has 

done to guide Hebron not only during this period of 

transition, but his service to us during the pandemic.  

His tenure has not been the easiest as we all know. 

     Steve, we are truly going to miss 

you.   And in golf lingo, “Play well! “ 
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News From the Cemetery Committee 
     Larry Mayer, chairman of the Cemetery Com-

mittee, reports that the iron fencing will soon be 

completed on the south side of the old cemetery.  

The fencing was started on the west side some years 

ago, but never completed along Hebron Road.   The 

Cemetery Committee will use the remainder 

of a bequest from Elizabeth (Betty) Pence 

Croft that financed the start of the project 

years ago to complete the final phase. 

     RS Teter Ironworks of Waynesboro, specializing in 

fencing, metal restoration, and wrought iron, will 

complete the fencing.  The Staunton Historical Socie-

ty has used them for numerous projects and has giv-

en them high marks for their work.   

     On another note, Larry recently spoke with Ed 

Gayhart, who was minister at Hebron from April, 

1967 to October, 1973.  Rev. Gayhart had been gift-

ed a cemetery plot ( a plot of six lots) by the church.  

His wife Margaret was buried in Kentucky a few 

years ago so Larry called to see if Ed would like to 

retain the plot.   

     Larry  said, “ He sounded really good, and we had 

a nice talk.  He  asked about a lot of the church fami-

lies and members during his time here.  He remem-

bered that the congregation gave him the cemetery 

plot as a gift.  Ed said he will not need it, and he 

would return it to the church.”   

The Faithful Men 
     If you have wanted to hear the singing group The 

Faithful Men,  you have an opportunity to join other 

members and friends of Hebron on Tuesday, June 7 

in Gypsy Hill Park for the opening night of Praise in 

the Park.   Beginning at 6:00 P.M., the 

Hebron crew will gather for a picnic sup-

per near the Stonewall Brigade Band-

stand.  Hot dogs,  beverages, and tableware will be 

provided with attendees supplying side dishes and 

desserts.   

     So plan to join us for an evening of fellowship and 

entertainment.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the bul-

letin board in the educational building to help us 

gauge  the amount of goods we need to provide.   

PW Notes 
     The PW met on May 10 for a business meeting 

and Bible study.  Highlights of the meeting included:  

 plans for individuals to work in the library at 

their leisure during the summer  

 vote in September as to the status of the Even-

ing of Comfort and  Joy  

 decide on a possible luncheon in the fall or 

spring to fund  projects 

      The meeting concluded with a Bible 

study on Mary,  the mother of Jesus.   

     The next meeting will be held September 13.   

Hebron Presbyterian Church 

Budget vs. Actual 

January through May 18, 2022 

             ACTUAL          BUDGET    

Ordinary Income/Expense   

   Income 

      6000 · General Giving   45,458.80           141,230.00 

      7000 · Benevolent Giving        996.08               5,450.00       

   Total Income        46,454.88           146,680.00          

Expense                   

     1100  - Administrative  16,016.33             44,315.00 

     2100  - Christian Outreach    2,750.00 20,325.00       

     2300  - Congregational Life           0.00  2,310.00  

     2500  - Worship                  18,422.84        67,176.00 

     5100  - Property                   7,153.80   32,485.00 

     66000 Payroll Expenses                   0.00                       0.00 

     66900ReconciliationDiscrepancies       0.00                       0.00                                    

Total Expense                           44,342.09          166,611.00  

Net Ordinary Income            2,111.91          -19,931.00

  

Other Income/Expense  

     Other Expense                            0.00                      0.00 

Other Income             0.00         0.00              

Net Income     2,111.91          -19,931.00 

M. Hannah Bush 

Church Treasurer 
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Rev. Lewis Burwell Johnston 
     Hebron was without a pastor from December, 

1883 until December, 1884.  During this long vacan-

cy, regular religious services were held at the church 

by Ruling Elders.  In the spring of 1884, provisions 

were made for opening and organizing the Sunday 

School which was attended as regularly as could rea-

sonably have been expected under the circumstanc-

es.  Although Rev. Lewis Burwell Johnston is men-

tioned as moderator of the Hebron Session at the 

December 7, 1884 meeting, he was not installed as 

the church’s next minister until April 4, 1885.  His 

salary was approximately $700.      

     Rev. Johnston was born in Salem, Virginia, on De-

cember 26, 1847.  He was educated at Hampden Sid-

ney College where he received a Bachelor of Arts 

degree in 1868 and was a member of Chi Phi frater-

nity.  He then entered Union Theological Seminary, 

which was part of Hampden Sidney, and received his 

second degree, a Bachelor of Divinity, in 

1871 to enter the ministry.  His first  

pastorate was Byrd Presbyterian Church 

in Goochland County from 1871 to 1880.   

     Rev. Johnston married Pocahontas P. DuPuy of 

Prince Edward County in 1873.  He and Mrs. John-

ston had three sons prior to their arrival at Hebron:  

Carter (b. 1874),  Prentice (b. 1878), and Lewis (b. 

1881).  He was the pastor at Gordonsville and Or-

ange Presbyterian Churches before arriving at Heb-

ron at the age of thirty-seven years.  

     Not a lot of information comes to light concerning 

Rev. Johnston.  Here again, we turn to the memories 

of Miss Annie Tate recorded in the  Bicentennial and 

250th Anniversary booklets of Hebron history: 

     “He was very genial, a delightful personality.  I 

have most pleasant memories of him.  He suffered 

from a terrible handicap.  He had been a cripple from 

early childhood and was badly deformed.  He had a 

fine face and head and magnificent breadth of chest 

and shoulders, but his short, shrunken limbs could 

hardly support him.  He was a good preacher, had a 

more eloquent preaching.” 

     In the Session minutes dated March 6, 

1887, the clerk noted an unusual occur-

rence at an infant baptism.   

     When Rev. Johnston left the pulpit for the pur-

pose of administrating the ordinance of baptism to 

an infant, Miss Celestine Shaner presented herself at 

the pulpit and asked to be baptized and admitted to 

the communion of the church.    As the pastor dis-

cerning it better not to interrupt the services already 

commenced and knowing that Miss Shaner had been 

reared in another church, and had but recently come 

into the bounds of this congregation and was hence 

ignorant of our rules and practice, after eliciting, by 

questions a credible profession of faith in Christ then 

and there baptized her and received her into the 

communion of the church.  And whereas the Pastor 

has asked that this action be ratified by the Session, 

all it members having witnessed the scene.   

     Therefore Resolved that this said action be rati-

fied as valid, though irregular, and this said Celestine 

Shaner be enrolled as a member of the church.  

     There was a dissent added to this account.  

     For as much as the ”Book of Order” of our church 

makes the admission of persons to its communion 

the prerogative of the Session, I dissent from the for-

going action.  William M. Tate 

     A little over two months after this incident, Rev. 

Johnston moderated his last Session meeting at 

Hebron on May 29, 1887.   He became the minister 

of Harrisonburg Presbyterian Church from 1887 

through 1892.  From there, he went on to serve a 

Presbyterian congregation in South Boston in Hali-

fax, Virginia, in 1892.    Beginning in 1892, he was 

the author and editor of the Presbyterian Record for 

two years and was a member of the Board of Trus-

tees at Union Theological Seminary from 1894 to 

1896.  He died at the age of fifty-nine years and five 

months in South Boston, Virginia, on June 9, 1907, 

and was buried in the Oak Ridge Cemetery in that 

city.  His epitaph reads: 

Well done thou good and faithful servant. 
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

STATED SESSION MEETING 

April 24, 2022 

12:00 Noon 
 

Present:  Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike 

Dundas, Glenn Mader, Theresa Moore, Randy Mo-

yer, Sandy Showalter, Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle, 

Joan Wright 

Larry Mayer ( Clerk of Session) 

Excused: Liz Brown 

Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)  

Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis 

A quorum was declared present.  

The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer 

and a reading from “Daily Grace” by Sarah Condon. 

Clerk’s Report: 

 Session approved the agenda for this meeting. 

 Session approved the minutes from the March 

27, 2022 Stated Session Meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush pre-

sented a Budget vs Actual Report from Jan. 1 

through April 24, 2022. For this period, income has 

exceeded expense by $286.95.  

Old Business: None. 

Presbytery Report: None. 

Committee Reports:  

 Administrative Committee: No report. 

 Christian Outreach Committee: Randy Moyer 

reported that this committee will meet next 

week to layout plans for the year. 

  Congregational Life Committee: Joan Wright 

reported that the committee recommends that 

we have the following activities in 2022: 

Lemonade on the Lawn – each Sunday June 

through August 

Picnic in the Park – June 7 (Faithful Men con-

cert) 

Church covered dish picnic – August 28 

Session approved these activities and also decid-

ed to not have a Stated Session Meeting in  

August since it would interfere with the church 

picnic. 

 Property Committee: Robert Christian thanked   

       all who turned out to help with cleanup day on 

April 24. Also, Session approved the acceptance 

of the 2022 rate from Wray Brubeck to do the 

mowing of church and cemetery grounds. 

 Communications Committee: Doug Trimble re-

ported that information about Easter was post-

ed along with new photos. 

 Worship Committee: Theresa Moore reported 

that we will have the Easter cross decorated 

with daffodils again this year. Also, the sanctuary 

will be open during office hours on Good Friday. 

 Pastor Nominating Committee: The committee 

is still reviewing applications from “matched” 

pastors. So far, have not had much success. Ses-

sion then offered a number of suggestions, and 

the committee will consider them and continue 

their search. 

 Presbyterian Women: The women will have a 

indoor work day on May 2 from 9 A.M. until 11 

A.M. 

 New Business: Session approved the request 

from Dr. Rob Marsh to use the sanctuary for his 

daughter’s wedding and rehearsal on Nov. 4 and 

5. Session approved waiving the fee for Dr. 

Marsh.  Robert Christian will be the elder in 

attendance to assure the building is locked after 

the wedding.  Rev. Patrick Malphrus  will offici-

ate at the wedding service. 

Moderator’s Report: Steve spoke about the funeral 

service for Mildred Brown. He also shared other 

prayer concerns. 

Steve will be on vacation May 23-25. 

Next Stated Session Meeting: May 22, 2022 at 12 

noon 

Joys and Concerns: 

The blessings and prayer concerns of the congrega-

tion, friends, and relatives were shared by the mod-

erator and Session for corporate and individual 

prayer.  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the 

Moderator at 12:35 P.M. 

Approved____________________                                         

_____________________ 

 Alan L. Mayer 

 Clerk of Session 
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June 2022 
Hebron Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School 9:55 A.M. 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

Worship 

 

 

 

LOL 

6 

D Day 

7 

Praise In the 

Park Picnic 

6:00 P.M. 

8 

Best Friends 

Day 

9 

4-H STEM 

Club 

10 11 

12 

Worship 

Trinity Sunday 

 

 

Communion 

LOL 

13 14 15 16 

4-H STEM 

Club 

17 

Renewing 

Homes 

Bicycle  

Event 

18 

19 

Worship 

Father’s Day 

 

 

Special LOL 

20 21 

 

22 23 

4-H STEM 

Club 

24 

 

25 

26 

Worship 

Session Mtg. 

12:00 Noon 

 

LOL 

27 28 29 30 

4-H STEM  

Club 

Rev. Willis’ 

Last Day 
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HEBRON HeRALD 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
423 Hebron Road 
Staunton, VA 24401 
Church Office: (540) 885-1648 
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 
Website: www.hebronpc.com 
Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School  9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

June Birthdays 
Brad Brown   4 

Lacee Moyer   5 

Duane Dean   7 

Paul Ratliff                   10 

Jack Kirtley                               13 

Junior Gilmer                           14 

Simon Willard                          14 

Tara Cahill                                16 

Antonia Hutchens                   16 

Peggy Puffenberger                24 

Taylor McNeal                         29

   

Anniversaries 
Philip and Martha Sieck           4 

Jon and Meredith Arneson    17 

Guy and Joan Wright              19 

Thank You… 

     This month we want to thank Tom and Jan Kitts-

Cook for the beautiful long-stemmed yellow 

roses that they passed out on Mother’s Day.  

It was very thoughtful of them to surprise 

the Hebron mothers on this special day! 

Help Wanted:   

Volunteer Office Help 

Assistant Treasurer 
     The Administrative Committee is seeking volunteers 

for several church positions.  We need someone to 

keep  the secretary’s office on Monday once a month 

from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M.                

     The committee is also looking for a back-up treasurer 

in case of illness of the regular treasurer.   

     If you think you are able to serve in either 

capacity, please contact Guy Wright at  

540-886-0864 

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com

