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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
This month on Monday, May 30, we will recognize
Memorial Day, a day which has a unique and interesting history. Memorial Day was first officially proclaimed on May 5, 1868, by General John Logan. It
was first observed on May 30 of that same year
when flowers were placed on the graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National
Cemetery. Just after the First World War, Memorial
Day gained more prominence as a time for remembering those who had died amidst the fighting of
any American war. Inspired by John McCrae’s
poem, In Flanders Fields, people from both
sides of the Mason-Dixon line joined
together in selling poppies for the benefit of
veteran’s families in need.
This Memorial Day we will pause for a moment to
remember the men and women of our armed forces
who have died in our nation’s service. We show
gratitude for those in the military who have been
called upon to sacrifice of themselves for others.
And we also remember the men and women who
continue to serve in our nation’s armed forces today. They have persevered through these last trying
two years of a pandemic. They deserve our gratitude and recognition.

uniform. We remember qualities of sacrifice and
service in deceased family members, friends, and
fellow citizens for whom we are grateful to God.
Memorial Day weekend is an opportunity to remember those who have passed on before us. We remember how our lives have been shaped and
formed by people who are no longer physically present with us. Our religious forebears taught us the
idea of the communion of saints. We are
not as separated from departed loved
ones as it often feels. For the love of
God unites us with them in community
that transcends time and place. We remember this
invisible reality around the communion table when
the Lord’s Supper liturgical words are spoken,
“We praise you, O God, joining our voices with the
heavenly choirs and with all the faithful of every
time and place who forever sing your glory.”
So, I hope you have a meaningful Memorial Day and
may the exercise of memory leave you feeling closely
connected to those who have been important and
remain a part of your life, through the eternal ties of
God’s Spirit.
Grace and peace,
Steve
Rev. Steve Willis

The church has historically stretched the boundaries
of this holiday. We push out remembering broadly
and gratefully. We reflect upon the sacrifice of soldiers, yes, but also upon others who never wore a
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Mark Your Calendars!
The Congregational Life Committee recently held
a meeting to discuss and plan summer events for our
church membership and friends.
Beginning in June and continuing through August,
Lemonade on the Lawn is on the docket
again. This year, if all goes well health-wise,
we plan to have LOL each Sunday during the
summer. The sign-up sheet is posted on the main
hall in the Educational Building. If there is a Sunday
with no sign-ups, then there will be no LOL. Tables,
chairs, and trashcans will be available in the hallway
for set-up. We have missed the opportunity to socialize with one another after church for several
years, and we look forward to this event.
On Tuesday, June 7, the committee has planned
to be at Gypsy Hill Park for the opening night of
Praise in the Park with The Faithful Men providing
the entertainment. The church will provide hot dogs
for our group with members bringing
a covered dish to share. We will try to
reserve table space in the park for the
event, and a sign-up sheet will be available so that
we know how to plan our food.
On August 28, in lieu of Lemonade on the Lawn,
we are planning a pre-Labor Day Lunch on the Back
Lawn church picnic. This will be a covered dish affair
with the church supplying meat. With
the work that the Property Committee
has done on the fire pit area, this should be an enjoyable outside event- weather-permitting. Stay
tuned to hear more about this as summer progresses.
Garden Blessings is on tap if members have produce to share later in the summer and into the fall.
With gardens sometimes being temperamental, we
will have to plan that activity on a weekly basis.
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In Flanders Field
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We live, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
By John McCrae

Thanks For Feeding Gracie
Hannah Bush, church treasurer, has reported
that the contributions for One Great Hour of Sharing
have been counted. There were 267 quarters, 392
dimes, 268 nickels, 973 pennies for a total of
$129.08 in coins, and bills amounted to $122.00.
Envelope donations were $180 for a total of
$431.08! This sum well exceeded the 2021 contribution of $164.43.
“Gracie “ and the Commitment
Witness Committee thank each of you
immensely for the support you gave to this mission
cause. Gracie also wants to extend thanks for the
rubber rat that was included in one of the fish banks!

The Call of Frank Henry Gaines
“The congregation of Hebron, Lexington Presbytery, being well satisfied of the ministerial qualifications of you, Frank H. Gaines, and having good hopes
that your ministrations in the Gospel will be profitable to their spiritual interests, do earnestly call and
desire you to undertake the pastoral office in said
congregation, promising you, in the discharge of
your duties, all proper support, encouragement, and
obedience in the Lord, and they hereby promise and
oblige themselves to pay, to you the sum of six hundred dollars ($600) annually, in regular half yearly
payments, as long as you may continue the regular
pastor of this church. In testimony whereof they
have respectively subscribed their names, this 21st of
April 1878.”
—signed by twenty-eight members of Hebron
Thus reads the call to young Rev. Frank
Henry Gaines, who became the next minister
of Hebron Church in April, 1878, almost sixteen months following the departure of Rev.
Daniel Blaine Ewing.
Rev. Gaines was born in Tellico Plains, Tennessee,
on July 25, 1852. He graduated from Cumberland
College (now University) in 1870 in Tennessee where
he studied medicine, but he changed course and entered Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, to prepare for the ministry and graduated in
1876. Later in his career, he received an honorary
Doctor of Divinity degree from Davidson College in
1896. For two years prior to coming to Hebron, he
was the minister of Hopewell and Clintonville
churches in the Ebenezer (Kentucky) Presbytery. He
married Mary Louise Lewis of Arbor Hill, Virginia, in
1877. She was an ancestor of John Lewis, the founder of Augusta County, and her grandfather was Dr.
Francis McFarland, the long-time minister of Bethel
Church. Shortly after arriving at Hebron, he and his
wife became the parents of their only child Lewis
who became a doctor in the Atlanta area.
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Gaines was only twenty-six when he came to Hebron. According to the history of Hebron by Rev. John
Riddle Rosebro, Rev. Gaines led a steady development in the service of the church, laying a foundation for those who followed him. The Sunday School
doubled in attendance, and gifts to benevolent
causes more than doubled. The church had a membership of 205 with ten elders in 1884. The chapel at
Swoope was built as an outpost to Hebron.
In 1883, the Session recommended that the
congregation elect five deacons. If elected
the Session records do not show that they were ordained. But in 1886, five deacons were elected and
ordained.
Gaines does not appear to be an eloquent speaker
but more of an effective worker. Here again, Hebron
history turns to the memories of Miss Annie Tate to
contribute impressions of Rev. Gaines:
“Mr. Gaines was a young man, but he was so dignified and solemn there was no suggestion of youth
about him. He seemed always conscious of the responsibility and solemnity of his calling, but I think
the children as well as the grownups all liked him. He
superintended the Sunday School and made it a new
and delightful experience to us. There is an old hymn
that is never sung in church now but, after sixty-five
years (1945), always reminds me of Mr. Gaines. It
was not only a favorite of his, but it was the theme of
his preaching:
‘Sinners, turn, why will ye die?
God, your Maker, asks you why.’
In those days when a minister gave out the hymn, he
read it through from the beginning to end. It was the
Lord’s Day, and we did not begrudge Him the time it
took to go slowly and solemnly through His service...Mr. Gaines was not considered a great
preacher, but he held the rapt attention of one little
girl to whom he was very impressive...He indelibly
impressed upon me sinful man’s desperate condition,
God’s mercy and grace through Christ’s atoning
(Gaines continued on page four column one)

(Gaines continued from page three column two)
death so that all the preaching I have heard since
has hardly deepened it. The records of the church
show that many adults, heads of families, who had
turned a deaf ear to many preachers, came into the
church under Mr. Gaines and became valued members and officers.
“Mrs. Gaines and her mother, Mrs. Lewis, were
interesting and cultured women and a great asset to
Mr. Gaines in his ministry. Both taught in Sunday
School. Mrs. Lewis was the daughter of Dr. Francis
McFarland, the distinguished minster who for many
years was pastor at Bethel.”
In 1884, Rev. Gaines resigned to become the minister of Falling Springs Church in Rockbridge County,
Virginia, where he remained for five years. In 1889
Gaines accepted a call to Decatur Presbyterian
Church in Decatur, Georgia, where he pastored for
another eight years. He saw a need for an elementary school in the community. His philosophy was
that if you educate a man, you may produce a good
citizen. However, if you educate a woman, you may
train a whole family. There was such great enthusiasm for his vision to create a school for girls that he
called together the members of the Session in July,
1889. Within six weeks, the Decatur Female Institute
was chartered. By September, classes began with
sixty-three students and four teachers. By 1890 the
school was known as Agnes Scott Institute. Rev.
Gaines served as the chairman of the board of trustees until 1896 when he resigned his pastorate to
become the first president of Agnes Scott College,
serving until his death in 1923. During
his twenty-seven years presiding, he
secured stability and success for the school including
its transition to the collegiate level, and the acquisition of land, buildings, and monetary assets.
Rev. Gaines died suddenly on April 14, 1923 at the
age of seventy years and seven months. His body
laid in state at the college on a Sunday followed by a
simple funeral service the next day. He rests in the
Westview Cemetery in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Pentecost is June 5
On June 5, Hebron will observe Pentecost Sunday. This is a major Christian holiday celebrated on
the 50th day from Easter Sunday. It commemorates and celebrates the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and
other followers of Jesus in the early church.
On the Day of Pentecost, the sound of a violent
wind and tongues of fire came to rest upon the disciples, and the mission of the church began. This day
is marked by dressing in red and draping the altar of
the church in red cloth.
A special Pentecost offering will be collected on
Pentecost Sunday to support young people worldwide and inspire them to share their faith. The Commitment Witness Committee will designate forty
percent of the total offering to make an impact in
the lives of young people within our local community. The remaining 60% will be used to support
children-at-risk, youth, and young adults through the
Presbyterian Mission Agency.

PW Notes
The Presbyterian Women met on Tuesday, April
12, at 1:30 P.M. One of the items discussed was the
Evening of Comfort and Joy. The ladies thought that
this fund-raiser consisting of a simple meal and silent
action could still be held in December. Several
women have considered taking leadership roles in
the project. We ask that members be
thinking of possible donations that would
be appropriate for the season and gift giving. The women will make a final decision about this
event in September. Also, the women discussed a
possible luncheon following church one Sunday in
the fall open to all church members and guests to
support one of the PW’s projects.
A workday is scheduled for Monday, May 2, beginning at 9:00 A.M. to refresh the church library.
The meeting concluded with the study of
Bathsheba. The next meeting is scheduled for May
10, in the church library.

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
February 27, 2022
12:00 Noon
Present: Elders Robert Christian, Mike Dundas,
Glenn Mader, Theresa Moore, Randy Moyer, Doug
Trimble, Anita Tuttle, Joan Wright
Larry Mayer( Clerk of Session)
Excused: Liz Brown, Tom Cook, Sandy Showalter
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and
a reading from What are People For by Wendell
Berry.
Clerk’s Report:
• Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
• Session approved the minutes from the January
30, 2022 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the minutes from the February 20,
2022 Congregational Meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented the approved 2022 Budget. Also presented
was the year to date financial statement through
February 25, 2022 showing expenses exceeding income by $1,794.15.
Old Business: Session approved the request from
Renewing Homes to use the church parking lot and
kitchen on June 17, 2022 for a Bike Festival. Theresa
Moore and Joan Wright will monitor the event for
Hebron.
Presbytery Report: Commissioner Hannah Bush reported on the meeting. Presbytery has sold their old
office building and will work out of office facilities at
Massanetta Springs.
Committee Reports:
• Administrative Committee: Guy Wright will serve
as Chair of this committee. Theresa Moore will report committee actions to Session.
• Christian Outreach Committee: Randy Moyer
will serve as Chair for this committee.
• Congregational Life Committee: Joan Wright reported that Valentine treats were delivered to our
shut-ins. Also correspondence was sent out to several of those with health issues, and the card shower
for Ruth Rathburn had 25 cards.
• Property Committee: Robert Christian reported
that a new valve has been installed on our boiler.
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Session approved a recommendation to have the
building checked for air leaks. After discussion about
renting the Manse and Scout Hut, Session approved
going forward to rent the Scout Hut but delayed action on the Manse until the PNC finishes their search
for a new Pastor.
• Communications Committee: There will be action taken to renew our on-line Domain Name and
to remove Michael Ruleman as the contact and replaced by Doug Trimble.
• Worship Committee: Theresa Moore reported
that we will start a new Lenten tradition of extinguishing one candle each Sunday of Lent.
There will be no Maundy Thursday service, but the
sanctuary will be open on Good Friday for individual
prayer.
After discussion about our policy for worship during
the Covid Pandemic, Session approved the following
changes beginning March13 2022:
-Singing in the sanctuary during worship will be
permitted.
- Masks will be optional (formerly recommended).
Steve will explain these changes during announcements on Sunday.
Pastor Nominating Committee: The Committee
continues reviewing “matched” candidates.
New Business: None.
Moderator’s Report: - Steve encouraged committees to recruit new members. He also stated that
Presbytery is looking for members to serve on their
committees.
Next Stated Session Meeting: March 27, 2022- 12
noon
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and individual
prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at 1:07 PM.
Approved____________________
____________________________
Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
March 27, 2022
12:00 Noon
Present: Elders Liz Brown, Robert Christian, Tom
Cook , Mike Dundas, Glenn Mader, Theresa Moore,
Sandy Showalter, Doug Trimble, Joan Wright
Larry Mayer ( Clerk of Session)
Excused: Anita Tuttle, Randy Moyer
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and
a reading called “From Action to Passion” from
Bread and Wine.
Clerk’s Report:
• Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
• Session approved the minutes from the February
27, 2022 Stated Session Meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a Profit and Loss Report from Jan. 1 through
Mar. 26, 2022. For this period, expenses have exceeded income by $7,261.34.
Old Business: None.
Presbytery Report: None.
Committee Reports:
• Administrative Committee: The committee is
seeking someone to serve as backup Treasurer.
• Christian Outreach Committee: Randy Moyer is
working on defining the duties of this committee.
• Congregational Life Committee: Joan Wright
reported that we continue to remain in contact with
our shut-ins. There will be a committee meeting
within the next week or two to discuss summer activities.
• Property Committee: The water control valve on
our furnace has been replaced. Session approved a
cleanup day (outside) for April 23 as requested by
the committee. The electrical problem in the Scout
Hut has been resolved. Some of the windows in the
Sunday School building are in need of repair.
• Communications Committee: No report.
• Worship Committee: Theresa Moore reported
that we will have the Easter cross decorated with
daffodils again this year. Also, the sanctuary will be
open during office hours on Good Friday.
6

• Pastor Nominating Committee: The committee
is still reviewing applications from “matched” pastors. So far, we have not had much success. Session
then offered a number of suggestions and the committee will consider them and continue their search.
• Presbyterian Women: The women will have a
indoor work day on May 2 from 9:00 -11:00 A.M.
• New Business: Session approved the request
from Dr. Rob Marsh to use the sanctuary for his
daughter’s wedding and rehearsal on Nov. 4 and 5.
Session approved waiving the fee for Dr. Marsh .
Robert Christian will be the elder in attendance to
assure the building is locked after the wedding. Rev.
Patrick Malphrus will officiate at the wedding service.
Moderator’s Report: Steve spoke about the funeral
service for Mildred Brown. He also shared other
prayer concerns. Steve will be on vacation May 2325.
• Next Stated Session Meeting: April 24, 2022 at
12 noon
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and individual
prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the
Moderator at 12:35 PM.
Approved____________________
_________________________________

Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session

Check Out Hebron’s Website!
The Communications Committee has added some
new pictures to the website for you to see. Albums
from the April Clean-up Day as well as
the sanctuary on Easter Sunday are now
available for viewing. Go to
www.hebronpc.com , click on Media, and scroll
down to Photo Gallery to see the new additions.

May 2022
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
Sun

1

Mon

Tue

Wed

2
3
PW Work Day
9-11 A.M.
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9

10
PW Meeting
1:30 P.M.

15
Worship
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22
Worship

23
Rev. Willis
on vacation
May 23-25

8
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Day
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Sat

5
6
National Day Nurses Day
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12

13

14

17
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19

20

21

24

25

26

27

28

Star Wars
Day

National
Pizza Party
Day

29
30
Worship
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Session Mtg.
Day
12:00 Noon
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Thu

National
Sing-out Day

31

National
Hamburger
Day

HEBRON HERALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

And Thanks To...
May Birthdays
Anna Cahill
Evelyn Whitmore
Linda Harvey
Isabel Rathburn
Conor Cahill
Kaitlyn Moyer
Allen Martin
John Lyle
Donna Moyer
Andrew Rathburn
Janet Wiseman
Carol Ratliff
Doug Trimble
Stephen Cahill

1
1
2
3
5
5
9
11
14
15
16
19
21
21

Anniversary
Larry and Gail Mayer
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The Property Committee had a very successful day
on April 23, cutting trees and shrubs, picking up
sticks, and raking leaves. Thanks to
Brad and Liz Brown, Robert Christian, Tom and Jan Kitts-Cook, Gibby
Crummett, Mike Dundas, Keyser Kirtley, John Lyle,
Glenn Mader, Larry Mayer, David and Theresa Moore
and Tali, the pupper, Stan Pack, Doug Trimble, and
Guy and Joan Wright for providing equipment and
work on Saturday and earlier during the week.
The Congregational Life Committee thanks those
of you who have donated cards and bud vases to
help with some of their projects. We can always use
cards, but we think we have enough bud vases for
our next flower project.
For the month of April, Hebron collected 77 items
for the SACRA pantry. This was a great improvement
from the month of March. Thanks to all who contributed in this endeavor.

