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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
This year we will celebrate Easter morning on Sunday, April 17. Yet Easter is not only one Sunday on
the church calendar because Eastertide lasts for fifty
days until Pentecost Sunday. And this year, 2022,
near the beginning of Eastertide is the day on April
22 known as Earth Day. I never forget Earth Day because my wife Amy’s birthday is also on April 22. I
better not forget it!
The older that I get the more mindful I am that one
of the great many blessings of my life was growing
up with an acute awareness of the natural world.
My mother saw to it from my childhood that I knew
the names of the flowers blooming around me during the springtime: daffodils, lady slippers, bleeding
heart, azalea, rhododendron, laurel. It was considered sacrilegious to fish or play in the waters of a
mountain branch and not take the time to notice
the beauty of how the light shone off the flecks of
mica and the white quartz just below the surface.
Yet even as beautiful and lovely as the created
world truly is, my grandfather taught me the counterbalancing reality that the earth is powerful and to
be revered. That little light brown
snake may not be big, but a copperhead’s bite is no laughing matter. The
Toe River is not the mightiest river in the North Carolina mountains, but during springtime there are
places that can trap the best swimmer. The beauty
and reverence of nature combine to make for a
wonder that is not unlike the wonder that happens
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in a church sanctuary when we encounter the God of
the covenant. The Creator and creation are always
in relationship. And so, it seems providential that
Earth Day happens during the Eastertide season.
We do well when we remember that we are stewards of this earth. God has given us a special responsibility to be faithful in our interdependent relationship with the good gift of the natural world. The rural congregations that I have served are usually the
most aware of their connection with the created
world. Farmers live and work within the natural
world each and every day. And even if
folks aren’t farming, most tend gardens
and care for animals. For many of us the
natural world has been a great source of comfort
and a safe haven during the pandemic.
Easter reminds us that the same God who created
this good world and made it both beautiful and powerful is the same God who raised Jesus from the
dead. The same God who painted the world with
trillium, columbine, and tiger lilies is the same God
who defeated the powers of sin and death through
the resurrection. God has given us hints throughout
creation, with its cycles of fall, winter, spring, and
summer and the natural movement from birth, life,
maturity, death, dormancy, and then the return of
life. On Easter morning the proclamation is that God
has created us for life because his love is stronger
than death.
Let me share a poem that illustrates how creation
and resurrection are tied together through the work
(Willis continued on page two, column two)

Holy Week
The Worship Committee has announced that the
church sanctuary will be open on Good Friday,
April 15, from 9:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M. for
personal prayer and meditation. Pocket
crosses will be available in the vestibules for
those who desire one.
Holy communion will be celebrated on Easter
Sunday, April 17. Greeters will distribute the elements, and participants will hold them until Rev.
Willis proceeds with the communion service. All
who are baptized and profess Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior are invited to share in this sacrament.

April Lenten Readings
April 1-Psalm 22; Mark 8:2-13
April 2-Psalm 43; Mark 9:14-29
April 3-Psalm 126; John 12: 1-8
April 4-Psalm 119:73-80; Mark 9:30-41
April 5–Psalm 34; Mark 9:42-50
April 6-Psalm 5; Mark 10:1-16
April 7-Pslams 27; Mark 10:17-31
April 8-Psalm 22; Mark 10:32-45
April 9-Psalm 43; Mark 10:46-52
April 10-Psalm 31: 9-16; Luke 22:14-23,56
April 11 Psalm 36:5-11; John 12:1-11
April 12-Psalm 71:1-14; John 12:20-36
April 13-Psalm 70; John 13:21-32
April 14-Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; John 13:1-17, 31b-35
April 15-Psalm 22; John 18:1-19, 42
April 16-Psalm 114:1-8; Luke 24:1-12
April 17-Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24; John 20:1-18

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 KJV
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(Willis continued from page one column two)
of God. It is entitled Rosing from the Dead by Paul
Willis.
We are on our way home
from Good Friday service.
It is dark. It is silent.
“Sunday,” says Hanna,
“Jesus will be rosing
from the dead.”
It must have been like that.
A white blossom, or maybe
a red one, pulsing
from the floor of the tomb, reaching
round the Easter stone
and levering it aside
with pliant thorns.
The soldiers overcome
with the fragrance,
and Mary at sunrise
mistaking the dawn-dewed
Rose of Sharon
for the untameable Gardener.

I wish all of you a very blessed Easter.
Peace,
Steve
Rev. Steve Willis

Don’t Forget to Feed Gracie!
The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) fish banks
will be received on Easter Sunday, April 17. Hopefully by that time, you have fed “Gracie”
and are prepared to deliver her to an
offering plate on Easter Sunday.
Donations to the OGHS will “feed” the Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the Self-Development of People. If you
did not receive a fish bank and desire to contribute
to this mission program of the church, you may
write a check to Hebron Presbyterian Church with a
notation of OGHS on the memo line.

Dr. Daniel Baker Ewing
Augusta County and the Shenandoah Valley
suffered greatly during the Civil War. The valley became a prime target to hasten the end of the
fighting. With these words, General U.S. Grant
charged General Philip Sheridan with the task of targeting civilian property:
“Give the enemy no rest...Do all the damage to
railroads and crops you can. Carry off stock of all descriptions, and negroes, so as to prevent further
planting. If the war is to last another year, we want
the Shenandoah Valley to remain a barren waste.”
Thus, began the thirteen days of destruction that
would begin in Staunton, head down the
valley, and northward to Strasburg. Sheridan
then reported to Grant:
“I have destroyed over 2,000 barns filled with
wheat, hay, and farming implements; over 70 mills,
filled with flour and wheat; have driven in front of the
army over 4,000 head of stock, and have killed and
issued to the troops not less that 3,000 sheep.”
Hebron suffered as well. Members fought and
returned to their homes battered and scarred. Some
returned only to be buried in the old cemetery. In
1843, Hebron had 150 members on roll with twelve
ruling elders. When Rev. Thomas L. Preston left in
July, 1868, church membership numbered about
ninety-six with seven elders. Hebron was without a
minister for about sixteen months. The congregation
occasionally enjoyed the ministerial services of
neighboring pastors, and for a three month period
heard the pastor from Lock Willow every other Sunday. There were Sundays with no minister or services led by an elder. Irregular attendance and diminished attention to benevolent causes plagued the
church. Finally, on November 27, 1869, the Rev. Dr.
Daniel Baker Ewing accepted the call to become Hebron’s next minister.
Dr. Ewing was born in Rockingham County, Virginia, on July 7, 1821. The Clan Ewing arrived in
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America before 1776, and gradually made
their way southward into Virginia. It is
speculated that Daniel Ewing received his
formal education in Philadelphia. He received the doctor of divinity degree from HampdenSidney College, part of which became Union Theological Seminary in Richmond. In October, 1852, he
married Frances Todd Barbour of the distinguished
Barbour family of Orange County. She was the
granddaughter of Phillip Pendleton Barbour, Speaker
of the 17th Congress and an associate justice on the
United States Supreme Court. Daniel and Frances
were the parents of seven children.
Prior to arriving at Hebron, Dr. Ewing was called
to the Church of Orange and Madison Counties
where he was the first minister to a group of three
Presbyterian churches from 1845-1864. Ewing and
the congregation played an active roll in caring for
the families of the church and the soldiers who were
encamped in Orange County. He was considered a
“profound scholar and a linguist of renown.”
A newspaper clipping indicates that Dr. Ewing accepted the call to Hebron from Pulaski County. He
was installed on November 27, 1869. He and his
family were the first to occupy the new manse that
the church had purchased on the same lot the present manse sits today.
Miss Annie Tate, a Hebron member recalls Dr.
Ewing when she was a young child:
“The first pastor of whom I have any recollection
was Dr. Ewing, and my memories of him are vague
indeed. But young as I was, his preaching made a
great impression upon me because always when he
reached the climax of his sermon, he would burst
into tears. I did not understand the cause of his
emotion, but I was very sorry for him and wished he
wouldn’t cry. Personally, he was much liked, I think,
by my family. His two oldest daughters graduated at
Augusta Female Seminary, and he had a son at
Washington and Lee, but how many other children
(Ewing continued on page 4, column one)

(Ewing continued from page 3 column two)
there were I do not remember. My only other recollection of the Ewings was being at the
manse when they were ‘pounded’. All I
remember of that was a pile of hams and
seeing Mrs. Ewing standing at a table covered with
packages and unwrapping one that turned out to be
a big, blue pincushion. I suppose from the hams to
the pincushion, there was every imaginable good
thing.”
During Dr. Ewing’s tenure, he organized a Bible
class for adults and helped Session organize Sunday
School for the children of the congregation. During
an annual report to Presbytery, the Session clerk
wrote the following observation of the pastor:
The pastor of this congregation, the Rev. D.B.
Ewing DD, brings to the discharge of the various duties of his important and responsible office, an earnest and intelligent zeal, exhibited in his faith,
preaching of the word, regular visiting, diligent seeking out of those interested on the subject of personal
religion, and his patient and efficient labors in the
Sabbath school and Bible class.
On one occasion, Dr. Ewing brought a concern to
the Session regarding a rumor “that some members
of the church had been repeatedly engaging in
“promiscuous dancing “ which was “a practice regarded as a variance with the spirit and teaching of
the word of God.” The Session asked the minister to
prepare a statement to the congregation regarding
such actions. The following Sunday, he presented a
paper which was unanimously adopted by the Session and read to the congregation concerning
“dancing, card playing, and other forms of worldly
indulgences contrary to the Spirit and teaching of
God’s word and the standards of our church.”
Session minutes are missing from October 21,
1877 to March 17, 1878. Obviously, Dr. Ewing requested to dissolve relations from Hebron Church
during this time. Minutes from the March 17
meeting show that Mrs. Ewing and their daughter
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Lucy requested dismissal from Hebron to Charlottesville Church. Pastoral relations dissolved in November, 1877, and pastoral labors terminated the
last of December. Rev. Ewing became the principal
of the Lewisburg Female Institute in
Lewisburg, West Virginia, from 1878 to
1881. In February, 1886, Dr. Ewing died
and was buried in the Blandford Cemetery in Petersburg, Virginia.
When Dr. Ewing arrived at Hebron, there were
approximately 96 members on roll. When he departed, membership had grown to 130. Hebron had
secured a manse, developed a Bible study class for
adults, and created a blossoming Sunday School program for the children of its members.

Thank You, Tracy Mayer!
This month, the PW extends thanks to Tracy Mayer for her donation of a coffee table, matching end
tables, and table lamps to the History Room.
If you have a moment, stop by the room next
to the library in the Educational Building and
take a look. With a few more pieces, the room will
be complete. We are very fortunate to have members who have made donations to our PW project.

SACRA Contributions For March
This month, Hebron contributed forty items to the
SACRA pantry. SACRA officials have indicated that
besides canned and packaged food, other household
staples such as laundry detergent, cleaners,
tissues, feminine hygiene products and diapers are sought by clients.
Please consider donating one item per week to
the Staunton Augusta County Relief Agency (SACRA).
Little by little, a little becomes a lot.
— Tanzanian Proverb

Our Administrative Assistant
April 27 is Administrative Professionals Day, and
we want to recognize and thank Joann Weikert for
the work that she has done keeping the
Hebron office alive and kicking. The Administrative Committee hired Joann almost
ten months ago, and she began assuming office
duties in July, 2021.
Joann is originally from California and came to
Virginia by way of the U.S. Army. While in Norfolk,
she worked as an electronics mechanic and electrician. She worked for J.C. Penney and Hollister before retiring. She married Marshall Wood (dec.) and
has two daughters, Karen and Judi, and three grandchildren. When she married Allen Weikert (dec.) in
2004, she gained four more children and thirteen
grandchildren.
Joann is very musically talented and is a member
of our choir and a former member of the Staunton
Choral Society. She was elected as an elder on the
Session and has served on the Worship and Congregational Care committees in the past.
One of the things she enjoys about her job is talking with members when they come into the office
or by phone and helping them with any question or
concern they may have. Her office hours are Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
We also want to recognize Denise Lyle, Millie
Ruleman, Sandy Showalter, Joan Wright, and Hannah Bush who volunteer to keep the office open on
Mondays when Joann is away.

Work Days Being Scheduled
The Presbyterian Women and the Property
Committee are both scheduling work days for the
church and grounds. The PW have designated Monday, May 2, from 9 to 11 A.M. to work in the library.
The Property Committee has not designated a
particular April or May work day at this
writing. Please contact Bob Christian or Tom
Cook if you can help to work on the grounds by
cleaning, raking, trash removal, and making repairs.
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Annual Congregational Meeting
February 20, 2022
Following the morning worship service on February 20,
2022, Rev. Steve Willis, moderator, called the congregational
meeting to order at 11:40 A.M. A quorum was declared present, and the meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. Without objection, Clerk of Session Alan Mayer was approved to serve as recording secretary for this meeting.
The purpose for the meeting was to review the 2021 Annual
Report. The report was distributed to all present both inside
the church and out in cars. The moderator then called on Elder
Robert Christian for his comments about the year past.
Robert’s comments covered the following:
Issues faced during the Pandemic, and Hebron was able
maintain worship and fellowship activities
Fear- How we faced our fears and moved forward
Faith– What got us to where we are
New challenges – New pastor, higher salary, expenses going up, leadership needs
What we ask – Pray, serve the church, increase financial
support
The moderator then called upon Theresa Moore to give the
congregation an update from the Pastor Nominating Committee. Theresa reported that they are currently reviewing
“matches” between Hebron and candidates seeking a new
church.
The moderator then asked the congregation to respond to
the question “What have we learned during the Pandemic?”
and opened the floor for comments. There were several responses, mainly pertaining to how we have continued to care
for each other during this difficult time.
There being no further business, the moderator closed the
meeting with prayer at 12:05 P.M.
Approved: _______________
_______________________

___________________

Alan Mayer

Rev. Steve Willis

Clerk of Session

Moderator

Recording Secretary

Wanted: Greeting Cards
The Congregational Life Committee is seeking
greeting cards, especially birthday and get-well
cards, that will be used for card showers.
Notices will be placed in the vestibules
when there is a special member that
needs to be remembered. Members are asked to
choose a card, sign it, and return it to a basket in
the vestibule so that it can be delivered later to
the recipient. No postage is required. Thanks for
your help!

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
January 30, 2022
12:00 Noon
Present: Elders Liz Brown, Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike Dundas, Glenn Mader, Theresa Moore, Randy Moyer, Doug Trimble,
Anita Tuttle, Joan Wright,
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Excused: Sandy Showalter Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer) Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present. The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and a reading from “The Shepard’s Life”
Clerk’s Report:
 Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
 Session approved the minutes from the December 19, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
 Session approved s recommendation to move twelve members from active to inactive status.
 Session approved the 2021 Church Statistical Report as presented by the Clerk.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a year-end financial report for 2021. Actual income of $142,111 was slightly
exceeded by actual expense of $143,648. Session also approved the proposed budget for 2022 pending any changes from the
Administrative Committee.
Old Business:. None
Presbytery Report: None.
Committee Reports:
 Administrative Committee: No report
 Christian Outreach Committee: Session is currently seeking a chair for this committee.
 Congregational Life Committee:
The committee is currently seeking new birthday and other cards. Monthly gifts for shut-in folks continues.
 Property Committee:
The gas valve and the pilot light on the new stove needs to be turned on before each use. A new valve is to be installed for
easier access.
A new seal has been installed in the leaking toilet.
A new part is on order to repair the water fill issue on the furnace.
 Communications Committee:
All new Session member names are now on the website. The on-line calendar has been brought up to date.
 Worship Committee:
Session approval will be needed for the 2022 Communion schedule.
Rev Willis will be out March 20. Rev Malcolm Brownlee will provide pulpit supply.
 Pastor Nominating Committee:
The Committee is currently involved in reviewing “matched” candidates. There will be a meeting with Patrick Pettit to review progress.
New Business:
Session elected Hannah Bush as Treasurer for 2022. Session elected Alan Mayer as Clerk of Session for 2022.
Session tabled any action on transportation for disabled members until a later date.
There will be a Congregational Meeting on February 13, 2022 to receive the 2021 Annual Report. All committees need to
have their 2021 summary reports in to the office ASAP so the Annual Report can be printed.
Session approved a request to use the Fellowship Hall on February 26 by the Obenschain family.
Moderator’s Report: Rev Willis led the Session in a discussion of what we have learned during this Pandemic era. Some of the responses were:
We are resilient. We have used the FM radio capability to continue worship services. We have welcomed new members.
We have increased our awareness of the need to take care of each other. We have tried to keep some sort of fellowship
events going while doing these events in a safe manner. We have learned to be more “adaptable” to the ever changing
Pandemic situation. We will continue these conversations with the congregation during the Annual Congregational
Meeting.
 Next Stated Session Meeting: February 27, 2022- 12 noon Congregational Meeting: February 13, 2022 – 12 noon
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and individual prayer. The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at 1:20 PM.
Approved____________________
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_____________________
Alan L. Mayer Clerk of Session

April 2022
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
April Fool’s
Day

2
Love Your
Children Day

6

7

8

9

13

14

15
Good Friday

16

Worship

10
11
Worship
Palm Sunday

12
PW Meeting
1:30 P.M.
Library

Sanctuary
Open 9-1
17
Worship
Easter

18

19

20

25

26

27

21

22
Earth Day

23

29
Arbor Day

30

Communion
24
Worship
Session Mtg.
12:00
Noon
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Administrative
Professionals
Day

HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

March Presbyterian Women Meeting
April Birthdays
Patsy Shull
Mildred Ruleman
Ellen Johnson
Dalton Moyer
Joyce Simmons
Bobby Crawford
Jean Miller
Amy Willis
Jim Crawford
Nicola Cahill
Hilda Dundas
Phillip Carpenter
Anita Tuttle

1
3
3
6
14
16
17
22
24
26
28
29
29

Anniversary
David and Joyce Obenschain
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The Presbyterian Women (PW) of Hebron Presbyterian
Church met Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 1:30 P.M., in the
church library after a hiatus of two months.
Highlights consisted of the following:
Treasure’s Report: Reviewed the treasurer’s report outlining the group's finances from 2019 to the present.
Old Business:
 Postponed action on An Evening of Comfort and Joy
until later to recruit leadership of the program and
determine the status of Covid
 Revisited the discussion of workdays to clean various
areas of the church. It was agreed that the PW would
resume cleaning the library on Monday, May 2, from
9 to 11 A.M.
New Business:
 The ladies agreed to send a gift card to our college
student in the amount of $25.00
 Recognized Tracy Mayer for the furniture contributions she made to the History Room.

Updated group on the health of church members
Next meeting: Tuesday, April 12 at 1:30 P.M. in the
library.
The business meeting was then adjourned, and Joan
Wright presented the Bible lesson on Ruth Chapters 3 - 4.

