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Herald 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends, 

     On Sunday, February 13, we will have the Annual 

Congregational Meeting after worship.  The focus 

of the meeting will simply be an opportunity to 

communicate with each other at Hebron Presbyter-

ian Church.  We will hear about where 

the church is in the transition to a new    

chapter of ministry with a new minister, 

about the church budget, and about some of the 

things learned during the pandemic. 

     Communication has been important to the 

church since the very beginning at Pentecost.  In 

this birth story of the church, we have people of 

different languages able to communicate with each 

other in an unprecedented way through the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  Most churches would like to 

have a magical ability to communicate with its 

members because every church that I have known 

has to work hard and bumps up against the difficult 

challenge of keeping good communication going. 

Or, to be more straight forward and honest – I’ve 

heard a lot of griping about communication 

in the church over the years.  Sometimes, it 

is warranted. But sometimes all the neces-

sary communication has been made verbally and 

through multiple written offerings.  

     Here is one of the interesting things I have no-

ticed during the pandemic.  I have not heard much 

of that old lament about the church’s failure to 

communicate well.  I am not sure that I know exact-

ly why this is the case.  But it is worth the effort to 

reflect  upon why this may be true.  So let me think 

out loud about why communication is continuing 

 

during a time when we have been distanced from 

each other. 

 The newsletter has been done very well keeping 

folks up on a monthly basis with what to expect. 

 The website has added new features and new 

buttons to keep people informed about worship, 

sermons, special services, and pictures. 

 The office staff works hard to keep up to date 

with what is happening on a weekly basis and 

who we need to keep in prayer.  And many of 

these events and concerns are passed along dur-

ing the worship service. 

     I think these are all true, and these are important. 

Formal lines of communication are necessary to keep 

the steady flow of communication open for the con-

gregation.  But I think there is also something to be 

said about the informal lines of communication that 

keep people in touch with each other.  I wonder if 

we have learned something, especially during the 

first year of the pandemic, about the need to proac-

tively touch base with individuals and ask simple 

questions like, “How are you doing?”  Here are some 

of the informal communication opportunities that I 

have noticed at Hebron. 

 People stay after worship and linger to catch up 

and check in, both in the sanctuary and before 

and after worship in the parking lot with drive-in 

worshipers. 

 Just this past week, I noticed that each telephone 

call that I made to a church member, I 

heard the same thing from each person. 

Someone else from the church had 

called and caught up with them as well. 

(Willis continued on page two column two) 
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Rev. John Fabian Baker 
     After the resignation of Rev. Solomon J. Love in 

September, 1858, the congregation of Hebron pre-

pared a call to the Rev. John Fabian Baker.   Accord-          

 ing to Session minutes, “Baker declined to 

 signify his acceptance to the call at that time.” 

 But he did consent to serve as a supply until a 

meeting of Presbytery in April of 1859.  By Septem-

ber, Rev. Baker was installed as the pastor of Hebron 

Church.  His tenure of about sixteen months was one 

of the shortest pastorates in Hebron’s 275 year histo-

ry only to be surpassed by the Rev. Jimmie Hollands-

worth in the 1950’s.   

     Baker was born in Liberty County, Georgia, on Sep-

tember 26, 1827.  He graduated from the College of 

New Jersey which today is known as Princeton Uni-

versity in 1846.  After graduating, he taught from 

1846 to 1849.  He served two years as a stated sup-

ply of various Presbyterian congregations in the Bea-

ver Meadow and White Haven areas of Pennsylvania 

near Wilkes -Barre.  He returned to Georgia in 1854 

without a charge.   

      From March, 1855 to March, 1856, Baker served 

as an assistant to Rev. Nathaniel Lyman Buttolph, 

pastor of the  historic Midway Congregational 

Church.  After hearing him preach,  Mary Sharpe 

Jones, daughter of Presbyterian clergyman, Dr. Rev. 

Charles Colcock Jones, Sr., observed, “He is a most 

excellent preacher, and Father says he possesses  

        uncommon talents.  He is awfully stiff,      

        and shows in every action, word, and look 

from what portion of the county he came.” While 

here, he married Frances Lorinda Pratt of Roswell, 

Georgia, on November 19, 1855.  Unfortunately, she 

died in childbirth along with their daughter in Janu-

ary, 1857.  He married a second time to Phoebe 

Steele of Lexington, Virginia, in September, 1858  

prior to accepting  the call to Hebron in 1859.  He and 

Phoebe were the parents of two daughters, Mary 

and Martha, and a son John.   His brother, Rev. Wil-

liam Elliott Baker was the pastor at Staunton’s First 

(Baker, continued  in the next column) 

(Baker continued from column one) 

 Presbyterian Church.   

    In January, 1861, Rev. Baker asked the Hebron 

congregation to accept his resignation in order to 

become the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 

in Wheeling, Virginia (now West Virginia).  Through-

out his long career, Baker served churches in Penn-

sylvania, Georgia, Virginia, Illinois, Missouri, and  

Arkansas.  He died in Austin, Texas on May 9, 1885.  

He was buried in Sylvania Cemetery, Sylvania,  

Arkansas,  beside his wife Phoebe.   

 (Willis continued from page one) 

 Personally, I know that during the pandemic I 

have learned just how important the telephone 

can be.  I also know that there are a host of Heb-

ron people who are using the telephone as an 

important way to stay connected. 

 Typically, potluck suppers have been one of the 

great sources of personal connection and com-

munication for church members.  But we have 

not been able to have these as we normally are 

accustomed to enjoying.  I think folks are making 

up for this through use of the telephone and 

simply by checking in before and after worship in 

more intentional ways.  All of this reminds me of 

just how important both formal and informal 

means of communication are in the church. 

     As we make our way through this February, the 

last full month of winter, let us continue to stay con-

nected with each other as a support for each other.  

Spring and summer will return as they  

always do.  Let us pray that we may be 

able to enjoy some of the fellowship  

opportunities that we have been accustomed to be-

fore the pandemic when the warm weather returns. 

   Peace, 

   Steve    

   Rev. Steve Willis 
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Hebron Presbyterian Church 
 January through December, 2021 

     ACTUAL   BUDGET      
Ordinary Income/Expense Income    
6000 · General Giving  137,162.33   148,930.00        
7000 · Benevolent Giving            4,948.43     12,800.00              
Total Income                    142,110.76   161,730.00      
 
Expenses              
1100  -Church Admin               14,715.20                 14,735.00       
2100 · Christian Education              91.91             75.00     
2200 · Commitment Wit.         11,453.43     19,550.00      
2220  -Local Benevolences        6,363.00                   6,350.00                                
2230  -PCUSA-Pass Throughs  13,213.43                13,200.00 
2300 · Congregational Min.       3,981.63       3,790.00     
2400 · Fellowship                            433.08          750.00       
2500 · Worship                                703.24                     740.00      
2600 · Music                                         0.00                     700.00        
3000 · Minister's Comp.           57,801.04                64,796.00      
4000 · Personnel                      13,487.21                30,130.00      
5100 · Property                     29,347.37                29,855.00      
5200 · Manse                               2,207.14                   3,915.00      
5300 · Scout Hut                     **1,305.13              265.00              
Total Expenses                        143,649.38              169,301.00      

_______________________________________ 
**  Hebron is still owed  $1,114.53 from Kanawha Stone 
for electrical and fuel oil.  Billed on Dec. 22, 2021. 
A VERY GOOD BUDGET YEAR.  Now, if we can just in-
crease our gifts to God by $20,000, or even $10-$20 
each, we will be in fine shape.  Remember, your gifts 
and tithes are in appreciation for all God has done for 
us.  Consider it, please.  
M. Hannah Bush 
Treasurer and Member of Admin/Finance Committee 

 

Test Your Hebron Knowledge 
     For the past two years, the Hebron Herald has 

contained articles about the history of Hebron.  Here 

is a little quiz to test your memory and 

knowledge.   

  

1. North Mountain Meeting House was established     

       in  A.  1740    B.  1746 C.  1750 

2.  The minister who had one of the shortest  

      tenures at Hebron was  A.  Solomon J. Love   

      B.  William Calhoun      C.  John F. Baker  

3. North Mountain Meeting House was organized  

       by  A.  John Blair    B.  John Craig    C.  John Brown 

4.   Brown’s Meeting House was considered  

       A.  Old Side     B.  New Side     C.  Independent 

5. Hebron’s first full-time minister was    

      A.  Charles Cummings     B. Archibald A. Scott     

      C.  William Calhoun       

6. The first minister to be buried in a Hebron ceme-

tery was  A.  Charles Cummings B.  Isaac Jones   

       C.  Archibald A. Scott  

7. The pastor who was a well-known evangelist 

who traveled throughout Appalachia in the early 

1800’s was  

      A.  Solomon J. Love      B.  Isaac Jones    

      C.  John F. Baker  

8. The pastor who had one of the most tumultuous 

tenures at Hebron was     A.  Solomon J. Love    

       B.  Charles Cummings   C.  Archibald A. Scott 

9. The minister who left Hebron to become a fa-

mous pioneer minister and political figure in 

Southwest Virginia was      A.  John F. Baker       

        B.  Charles Cummings        C.  Isaac Jones   

10.  Brown’s Meeting House changed its name to      

        Hebron  A.  Ca.  1776    B.  Ca. 1826   C.  Ca. 1852 

11.  Hebron’s noted lawn parties had its beginnings  

       as    A.  Cake walks     B.  Oyster suppers 

       C.  Strawberry festivals 

12. The present sanctuary was completed in  

       A.  1826        B.  1865 C.  1901 

  Answers on page 4. 

 

Red Kettle Final  
     Thanks to all Hebron volunteers for ringing 

bells on December 4, 2021. The 

kettle received $1,212.06 in dona-

tions while Hebron members were 

on duty at the Staunton Kroger . 

 Current Members of Session 
 Class of 2022        Class of 2023  Class of 2024 

 Robert Christian    Theresa Moore      Liz Brown 

 Tom Cook               Doug Trimble         Mike Dundas 

 Sandy Showalter   Joan Wright            Glenn Mader 

 Anita Tuttle     Randy Moyer 

 Rev. Steve Willis-Moderator          Larry Mayer-Clerk 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Chinese  

New Year 

 

 

 

2 

 

3 4 

Wear Red 

Day 

5 

6 

Worship 

7 8 

PW Meeting 

1:30 P.M. 

Library 

9 10 11 12 

Lincoln’s 

Birthday 

13 

Worship 

Annual  

Congregational 

Meeting 

14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 16 17 

Random Act 

of  

Kindness Day 

18 19 

20 

Worship 

21 22 

President’s 

Day 

23 

 

24 25 26 

27 

Worship 

 

Session Mtg. 

12:00 Noon 

28   Test Answers 

1. B (Apr. ‘21) 

2. C (Feb. ‘22) 

3. A (Apr. ‘21) 

4. A (May ‘21) 

5. C (Nov. ‘21) 

from page 3 

6. C (Oct. ‘21) 

7. B (Dec. 21) 

8.   A (Jan. ’22) 

9.   B (Sep.’21) 

10. B (Nov.’21) 

 

11. C (Oct. ‘20 

         & Aug.’21) 

12. C (Jun. ‘21) 

February 2022 
Hebron Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School 9:55 A.M. 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 
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A Message  From the  

Pastor Nominating Committee 
     The Hebron Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has 

been hard at work.  We completed the required Minis-

ter Information Form (MIF), and it was approved by 

Presbytery.  We are currently in the process of 

reviewing applications.  These applicants have 

been matched to Hebron by the information on our 

MIF.  The PNC agrees that this is not a process that 

should be rushed.  So we appreciate your patience and 

prayers as we actively seek a minister who is  truly 

called to Hebron. 

   Theresa Moore 

   PNC Chair 

SACRA Donations 

     January donations to SACRA were up substantially .  

Volunteers delivered fifty-six food items to the pantry.  

Thanks to everyone who made this donation possible.   

Little by little, a little becomes a lot. 

—Tanzanian Proverb 

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

STATED SESSION MEETING 

December 19, 2021 

Present:  Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, 

Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Joyce Obenschain, 

Sandy Showalter, Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle, 

Joan Wright 

Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session) 

Guests: Deborah Handy, George Gilmer  

Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis 

A quorum was declared present.  

The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer 

at 10:15AM. 

Clerk’s Report: 

 Session approved the minutes from the  

      November 21, 2021 Stated Session Meeting         

 Session approved the minutes from the  

      December 5, 2021 Called Meeting. 

 Session approve the agenda for this meeting. 

New Business- Reception of new members 

After answering questions of their faith and 

sharing their interest in becoming members of 

Hebron Presbyterian Church, Session voted to 

receive into active membership Deborah Baber 

Handy and George Edward Gilmer. 

Joys and Concerns: 

The blessings and prayer concerns of the congre-

gation, friends, and relatives were shared by the 

Moderator and Session for corporate and indi-

vidual prayer.  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the 

Moderator at 10:30 A.M. 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be at  

12:00 P.M.  on January 30, 2022. 

 

Approved____________________                                         

     ____________________                                                                                       

     Alan L. Mayer 

     Clerk of Session 

                                                                                                  

 

PW Updates 
     The Hebron PW will meet in the church library on 

Tuesday, February 11, at 1:30, to resume the Bible 

study of Ruth and conduct a business meeting .  The 

women did not have a formal meeting in 

January.  Therefore, last month’s agenda is 

in effect for the month of February.   

     Items to consider for the February meeting include a 

revisit to possibly schedule workdays, a discussion on 

the status of  An Evening of Comfort and Joy, the tradi-

tional goodie boxes for college students, and a consid-

eration of money-making projects to replace the yearly 

yard sale.   

     It is important that weather permitting, the women 

attend the next meeting to make decisions regarding 

the direction of the PW for the upcoming year.   
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HEBRON HeRALD 
Hebron Presbyterian Church 
423 Hebron Road 
Staunton, VA 24401 
Church Office: (540) 885-1648 
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 
Website: www.hebronpc.com 
Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School  9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

February Birthdays 
Jeff Simmons  1 Ruth Rathburn         12 

Jessica Rathburn 2 Ellen Desper         14 

Tom Cook  2           David Obenschain  24 

Martha Sieck  4           Philip Sieck              25 

Jon Arneson  5           Tracy Mayer            26 

Jennifer Sieck  8           Richie Moyer           27 

Donna Kirtley            11           Glenn Mader           28 

Lina Smith                   11  

 

 

 

 

 Robert and Dana Christian           9 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy K. Cook          Ian and Lynne Ennis 

21 Woodlee Road         508 D Street 

Apt. 214          Staunton, VA 24401 

Staunton, VA 24401         540-448-0250 

703-362-1175 

 

George Gilmer          Deborah Handy 

2398 Churchville Ave         19 Johns Valley Road 

Staunton, VA 24401         Fishersville, VA 22939 

540-280-8477          540-649-2259  

 

Philip and Martha Sieck       

1491 Virginia Avenue  

Apt. 513           

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

540-292-9779 

 

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com

