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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
2021 has been a long and difficult year. Many are
thankful for it to finally come to a close. We all share
prayers and best wishes for 2022 to be much better.
We have learned in new ways that it is impossible to
predict the future. The good news is that the future
belongs to God, and we remain in his good and faithful care as we start this New Year.
The end of the year always presents an opportunity
to reflect upon what was learned. This past year,
2021, presents more than ever, a need for
reflection. So I would like to think back and list
the important things that happened in 2021. And
after remembering those events, I will also share with
you a few things that I have learned as a pastor
during a season of pandemic.
Remembering 2021:
The winter months of January and February
were the most difficult months of the year
with the surge of Covid cases. We entrusted
to God’s heavenly care the faithful souls of
Nancy Cline and Nancy T. Cook. Cases continued to soar. The session decided to continue
the drive-in worship service through the winter to best protect the congregation.

On July 18th we returned to the beautiful
Hebron sanctuary for worship. The drive-in
radio station continued to broadcast the live
service. Some continued to worship in
cars, and some worshiped inside and
welcomed the return of pipe organ music.
On Sunday September 19th the congregation
elected Liz Brown, Nicola Cahill, Theresa
Moore, Doug Trimble, and Anita Tuttle to
serve as the Pastor Nominating Committee.
On Heritage Sunday, October 10th, we celebrated the 250th Anniversary of Hebron Presbyterian Church, and the Congregational Life
Committee provided a boxed lunch for people to eat either in the fellowship hall or in
their cars.
On Friday, December 24th, we had the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service and welcomed
the Savior’s birth by singing Silent Night outside to the music of the pipe organ.
Throughout 2021 the people of Hebron continued to gather for worship, support one
another in prayer, stay in contact with those
who could not leave home, and reach
out in mission to the larger community.

A pastor’s lessons:
We celebrated Easter on April 4th as we
shared the Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper.
Worship is the heart and core of church life.
The spring brought the good news of resurrecWorship orients everything else—fellowship,
tion, the comfort and beauty of dogservice, study, mission—toward God. I am
wood and azalea blooms, and the bedeeply grateful to have been with Hebron
ginning of Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnduring most of the pandemic because
son and Johnson vaccinations.
(Willis continued on page three, column two)
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Class of 2024 Elders
During the November 21, 2021 congregational
meeting, four elders were elected to the Class of
2024. They were Elizabeth Pack Brown, W. Michael
Dundas, Glenn A. Mader, and Ray N. Moyer. We
congratulate them on their willingness to serve Hebron for the next three years.
Elizabeth (Liz) Pack Brown is serving her first term
to elected office at Hebron. She was baptized here
and has been attending Hebron her entire life. Liz
was president of the youth group, and she presently
serves on the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC).
Other church activities include working with cleanup days, the PW Yard Sale, and the PW’s Evening of
Comfort and Joy.
Liz is a graduate of Robert E. Lee High School and
serves as the secretary for Jerusalem Chapel
Church. She is married to Brad and has a son Coy,
a step-son Mason, three dogs, and a cat. In her
spare time she enjoys traveling, especially to the
beach, being outdoors, and working in her
flower garden. She volunteers and supports
the Augusta County 4-H & Market Animal Show.
Liz looks forward to the future of Hebron’s
growth and supports church partnerships in the
community.
Michael (Mike) Dundas has also been a life-long
member of Hebron. As a teen, he obtained the rank
of Eagle Scout from Hebron Troop 122. One
of his greatest memories of scouting involved a trip to Philmont, New Mexico, where he
took part in backpacking and other outdoor activities for week with other members of Hebron’s
troop. A graduate of Riverheads High School , Mike
continued his education with real estate and appraisal classes. He is employed by Wingate Appraisals which specializes in property assessments.
Mike was elected and installed as a deacon in
1985 and became an elder in 2002. He has served
on various church committees such as cemetery and
property. Mike is often seen closing up the church
premises on Sunday mornings of which we are very
appreciative.
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Mike’s family consists of three children-Eric,
Emily, and Will, three grandsons, one granddaughter, and his mother Hilda. He enjoys supporting the
grandchildren’s activities whenever he can. Woodworking and yard work occupy his spare moments,
and he looks forward to a trip to the beach at some
point.
When asked about his hopes for Hebron, his main
desire is for Hebron to work toward attracting young
families in order for the church to grow.
Glenn A. Mader has also been a life-long member
of Hebron. As a youth, he was a member of Hebron
Boy Scout Troop 122 and earned the rank of Eagle
Scout and the God and Country Award. He was first
installed as a deacon in 1993 and has served as an
elder for several terms. His committee focus has
been on the Property Committee.
Upon graduation from Riverheads High School,
Glenn attended Berkley College of Music in Boston.
He later transferred to James Madison University, earning a degree in music. He has
taught guitar, bass, banjo, piano, violin, voice, and
harmonica. He is employed at McKee in Stuarts
Draft where he is a pack tech.
In his spare time, Glenn is busy with farming and
carpentry work. He attends Bible study at the
YMCA , enjoys reading and studying Bible history,
has visited Bethlehem and Jerusalem, and would
like to travel a bit more.
Glenn hopes to see the Hebron congregation
grow and become more involved with community
service while attracting young people and families.
Ray N. (Randy) Moyer completes the Class of
2024. This is his first time serving on the Session
and wants to “do his part” in bringing and selecting
a new pastor for Hebron. He is interested in finding
ways to help Hebron grow.
Randy has been a life-long member of Hebron
with four generations of his family attending Hebron
at one time. During his years at Hebron, he attended
the youth group and was a member of Cub Scout
Pack 122.
(New Elders continued on page three, column one)

(New Elders continued from page two, column two.)
After graduating from Buffalo Gap High School,
Randy received a degree in civil engineering from Virginia Tech. For a while, he worked for a private firm
designing civil engineering projects and then moved
on to work for the City of Staunton as a storm water
engineer. For the last four years, he has been a hydraulic engineer with VDOT.
His family consists of his wife Donna and children
Nathan and Lacee. Randy spends his spare time
hunting and fishing with Nathan, camping with
his family, watching sports, and taking trips to
the beach with his family. He serves on the Crimora
Boy Scout Troop 81 Troop Committee.
We extend our thanks to the outgoing members of
the Session-Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, and Joyce Obenschain for the work and contributions they have
made to Hebron Church during the last three years.

(Willis continued from page one, column two)
worship remained in person, even if for
many in cars.
I miss regular fellowship meals and potluck
suppers! I confess to having taken these
meals for granted, now that I am missing
them. It’s not just the food – although I
thoroughly enjoy the food. There is a reason
Jesus told us to remember him by breaking
bread together.
And I have learned once again and in
different ways that God provides for what is
most needed. The steadfast love of
God is faithful and sure.
May God continue to guide us and
provide for us in this New Year.
Peace,

Steve

Welcome New Members
On Sunday, December 19, Hebron welcomed
Deborah (Debbie) Handy and George Gilmer into the
congregation. Debbie affirmed her faith and
received the rite of holy baptism, and George
reaffirmed his faith.
Debbie started attending Hebron’s drive-in service about nine months ago. She decided this fall
that she would like to make Hebron her home
church. She lives in Fishersville and recently retired
after working thirty-two years at UVA. In her spare
time, she enjoys reading, crafting, watching movies
and television, working on puzzles, and visiting with
friends.
George attended Hebron as a young man and was
part of the Hebron Youth. When he married, he and
his wife Shirley became members of West View
Church. He still maintained ties with Hebron
through his sister Betty Piner and brother Junior. He
and Shirley, who recently died, had decided to make
Hebron their home church.
Please introduce yourself to Debbie and George,
and welcome them into the Hebron congregation.
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Rev. Steve Willis

Hebron Presbyterian Church
Ordinary Income/Expense
January through November 2021
Jan-Nov 21
Budget
Income
6000 · General Giving
7000 · Benevolent Giving
Total Income
Expense

123,305.71
4,003.43
127,309.14

1100 · Church Admin.
12,517.89
2100 · Christian Education
91.91
2200 · Commitment Wit/Ben. 12,026.43
2300 · Congregational Min.
3,981.63
2400 · Fellowship
433.08
2500 · Worship
511.29
2600 · Music
0.00
3000 · Minister's Comp.
53,484.37
4000 · Personnel
9,094.17
5100 · Property
27,585.40
5200 · Manse
1,961.34
5300 · Scout Hut
391.48
Total Expense
122,078.99

148,930.00
12,800.00
161,730.00

% Budget
82.8%
31.3%
78.7%

14,735.00 85.0%
75.00 122.5%
19,550.00 61.5%
3,790.00 105.1%
750.00 57.7%
740.00 69.1%
700.00
0.0%
64,796.00 82.5%
30,130.00 30.2%
29,855.00 92.4%
3,915.00 50.1%
265.00 147.7%
169,301.00 72.1%

________________________________________
Net Ordinary Income
5,230.15
-7571.00 -69.1%
Net Income
5,230.15
-7571.00 -69.1%
M. Hannah Bush
Treasurer

Hebron Musings
Guest columnist: Sandy Showalter
While waiting for the service to begin at a recent
drive-in service at Hebron, I was admiring the architecture of Hebron, when it was reinforced to me that
Hebron truly does have quite an impressive history:
275 years! Just think of all the thoughts, decisions,
energy, hard work, and tremendous faith it took of
all those before us, who attended Hebron over 275
years, so that we, today, can enjoy the church
(physical and spiritual) that we have today.
I observed that the architect of Hebron must have
had tremendous faith as the Trinity (combinations of
three) is emphasized in many of the architectural features of the structure itself. Such as:
1. Overall sanctuary structure is built in three horizontal sections: lower, middle, and triangular
top. There are also three vertical section: two
towers and a center section.
2. Left and right towers of sanctuary:
 three small windows over the doorway
 arch over doorway has three rows of brick
 three steps lead to doorway
 door has three horizontal indentations in center
of door
 Three black pinnacles on top of tower
3. Center of sanctuary:
 three large stained glass windows
 three rows of bricks at top of windows
 six small windows on lower level
 three concrete planters with flowers
4. Educational Building:
 top level, left side has six openings (5 windows
and door)
 lower level has three windows along side
 Connector between sanctuary and educational
building has six black pinnacles on top at roof
level
When we have faith, we can see God everywhere.
The architecture of Hebron reflects the faith of its
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designer and its many congregations. God is truly
present in all things-we just need to slow down,
breathe, and open our eyes to see him-often in the
smallest of details.
There may be more indicators of the Trinity in
the architecture. Can you find them? If so,
share your observations or thoughts about
this or other Hebron “musings” for future
newsletters.
Sandy Showalter has suggested a regular column
for the newsletter called Hebron Musings. It would
consist of short “thoughts” members may have
about various happenings/observations, etc. during
their time at Hebron. She describes her idea as “a
diary entry to oneself that one is willing to share”.
Thank you, Sandy, for your willingness to share your
musings!

PW News
The PW met on December 14, 2021 for their
regular meeting and Bible study. After a brief business meeting, Rev. Willis presented the lesson
on Ruth from What My Grandmothers Taught
Me using a very interesting play format.
To conclude the meeting, the women assembled
Reverse Advent food boxes which amounted to
twelve very heavy and substantial cartons that were
distributed to the community. In total, the PW collected over 376 food items that were delivered to
single households as well as households that were
comprised of seven to nine people.
The PW thank the congregation for all it did to
collect non-perishable food items to help
members of the community in need. Without your support, this project would not
have been possible.
The next meeting of the PW will be held January
11, 2022, at 1:30 P.M. The study of Ruth will be
continued.
“Where you go, I will go, and where you lodge I will
lodge; your people shall be my people, and your
God my God.” Ruth 1:16

Solomon J. Love
Two years following the departure of the Rev.
Isaac Jones, Rev. Solomon J. Love accepted a call to
Hebron. Presbyterian records indicate that Love
attended the installation and ordination of a Rev.
David Stratton at New Bern, North Carolina, as a corresponding member representing the Presbytery of
Armagh, Ireland, in May of 1838. Shortly afterwards,
in 1842, Love accepted a call from Hebron to be its
next minister that lasted for about sixteen years.
Rev. Love was born in Derry County,
Ireland, about 1807. His wife, Eliza Smyth
Love, and a son William were born in Ireland as well. After coming to Virginia,
four more sons, Robert, Thomas, James, and Charles,
and a daughter Mary, completed their family.
James, Mary and Charles were born while Rev. Love
pastored at Hebron.
It was recorded that Rev. Love’s tenure at Hebron
was not a successful one. In January, 1848, differences between Love and Elder John Trimble surfaced. The Session met with both parties to mediate
their disputes. This affected members, many of
whom took sides in the matters, and there was a call
to dissolve pastoral relations between Love and
Hebron. In May 1848, the Session unanimously supported Love with a resolution that was signed by
eight Session members. At least three families asked
to dissolve their membership over the situation.
By November, 1855, the Session communicated
to Rev. Love that the subscription list that referenced his salary had fallen below the stipulated amount of $449 due to deaths and
“otherwise”. Love concluded that a change in the
pastorate might be implied. He submitted his resignation to the church and asked Presbytery to dissolve relations. But two members, Major Wayland
and Squire James Wilson, opposed this idea. They
made a suggestion to canvas the congregation and
update the subscription list. The congregation raised
$527 in subscriptions, and Love stayed.
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In September, 1856, charges of slander against a
member toward Rev Love were heard by the
Session that dated back to a land transaction
in the summer of 1844. After weeks of testimony,
the case was resolved in favor of Rev. Love.
In the publication Hebron Presbyterian Church
1746-1996 250th Anniversary, the words of A.W.
Tate are recorded:
“He was an Irishman...The records of this pastorate may not be edifying, but they are very interesting
reading. It is said that the history of a people at war
is much more interesting than in time of peace, and
this pastorate was one continuous battle. We read
that this one and that one is cited to appear before
the session to answer for derogatory remarks on the
pastor or for want of veracity or of business integrity.
When a question of dissolving the pastoral relation
arises, we find the session divided, one-half bring in a
resolution deploring the very thought of such a calamity to the church, while the other half resolve that
the well-being of the church requires his immediate
departure. Perhaps it may be of interest to know
how the families divided on the question: We find
the Wilsons, Christians, Browns, and Thompsons loyal to their pastor, seeing nothing but good in him.
On the other hand, the Trimbles, Gilkersons, Waylands, and Tates could see in him no good at all”
After sixteen years as pastor of Hebron Presbyterian Church, Rev. Love resigned in September,
1858, to accept a call to the Pine Ridge Presbyterian
Church, in Natchez, Mississippi, the oldest church in
that state. After Love’s departure, many members
who left Hebron returned, and officers were reinstated.
After a ministry of some fifty-five years, in
the Presbyterian church, Love died on August
10, 1886, and is buried in the Elmwood Cemetery in Kansas City, Missouri, along with his
wife Eliza.

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
November 21, 2021
Present: Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Theresa Moore, Joyce Obenschain, Sandy Showalter, Doug
Trimble, Anita Tuttle, Joan Wright
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 12.05 P.M.
The Moderator offered a devotion from “ Celtic Benediction”.
Clerk’s Report:
Session approved the minutes from the November 3, 2021 Called meeting (e-mail vote)
Session approved the minutes from the October 31, 2021 Called Meeting.
Session approved the minutes from the October 24, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the minutes from the November 21, 2021 Congregational meeting.
Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing the total in our checking/savings accounts of
$612,772.53. Also presented was a Budget vs. Actual report as of November 20, 2021, showing our actual income exceeding our
actual expenses by $2,969.75.
Old Business:. We have not had a response concerning the request from Alexis Fisher to have her wedding at Hebron.
The PNC presented a revised Hebron Mission Statement which was approved by Session.
Presbytery Report: The minutes from the last Presbytery Meeting are available on the Shenandoah Presbytery website.
Committee Reports:
Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore) – The committee met with Joann Weikert and recommended that we continue her
employment as administrative assistant. There will not be a salary increase at this time.
The committee has requested the Treasurer to supply a salary range to the PNC for use in their search for a new pastor. Session
approved the figures provided.
Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – The signup sheet for the Salvation Army bell ringing at Kroger has been completely filled in.
Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) – Prior to our Christmas Eve worship service (at 6:20 P.M.), hot chocolate and
cookies will be provided outside the sanctuary.
Pumpkins and a card were delivered to the homebound as a Thanksgiving treat. Plans are to do something each month for the
homebound folks.
Property Committee (Tom Cook) – The furnace inspection has been done. All is OK.
The contractor renting the Scout Hut moved out on December 10, 2021. They filled up the tank of heating oil. A bill will be sent to
them for the cleaning service provided and for the electric usage while they were there.
Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- The website continues to be updated with current events/programs.
Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) – Decorating for Advent/Christmas is under way. There will be advent wreaths both in the
sanctuary and outdoors. Special music will be offered at the end of December.
A motion was made to allow congregational singing during the 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve with everyone requested
to wear masks while singing. This motion was not approved. Session decided to bring up the matter of congregational singing after
the holidays to see what issues have developed concerning Covid-19.
Nominating Committee: (Robert Christian) – Committee recommendations for changes in Hebron’s election policy will be put
forward to the Session in January.
Pastor Nominating Committee- Progress is being made with the required forms, approvals, etc.
Presbyterian Women: (Sandy Showalter)- Sandy will step down as chair of the committee on January 1, 2022. Joan Wright will
be chair after January 1.
Sandy and Steve have developed a 2020 Annual Report (no report was issued in 2020 because of COVID). This report was presented by Sandy and approved by Session.
The committee presented the suggested distribution of the proceeds from the Yard Sale as follows:

-$500 to Riverheads Weekday Religious Education
 - $500 to Churchville Weekday Religious Education
 - $500 to Health, Equipment, Loan Program (HELP)
 - $500 to New Directions: Domestic Violence
Session approved this recommendation.
(Session Meeting continued on page 8 column two)
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January 2022
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
New Year’s
Day

2

3

4

5

Worship

9

6

7

8

Epiphany

10

11
PW Meeting
1:30 P.M.

12

13

14

15

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
24
Worship
Session Mtg.

25

26

27

28

29

Worship
Communion

16
Worship
Installation
and
Ordination
of Elders

30
Worship
7

31

HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

January Birthdays
Cathy Holland
Martha Moore

1
1

E. Anne Willard
Randy Moyer

23
23

Tara Ratliff

1

Nancy K. Cook

25

David Moore

18

Debbie Gregory

26

Guy Wright

19

Linda Hickey

28

Bill Sellers

29

Hannah Bush

30

Bryan Woodward 22

(Session Meeting continued from page six)
Moderator’s Report –The 2021 Annual Report will be presented
at a Congregational Meeting on February 13, 2022. Committees
should forward their reports to the Clerk of Session who will
forward them to the office.
Debbie Handy wants to join the church and be baptized. Session
will meet at 10:15 A.M. on December 19, 2021 to receive Debbie. She will be baptized and received into the congregation
during worship on December 19.
New Business- none
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends,
and relatives were shared by the Moderator and Session for
corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at
1:40 P.M.
The next Stated Session Meeting will be at 10:15 A.M. on December 19, 2021.
Approved____________________

SACRA Contributions for December
During the month of December, Hebron
collected forty items to the food pantry at SACRA.
Thanks to all who contributed to this effort.
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_____________________
Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session

Happy New Year!
You crown the year with Your goodness;
and Your path drips with abundance.
Psalm 65:11

