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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
The season of Advent is nearly upon us. Traditionally, the church season of Advent is a time for spiritual preparation, a happy occasion of anticipation
and four weeks of waiting for the arrival of the
Christ child. I remember Advent last year, the first
Advent that we experienced during a pandemic in
our lifetimes. Very quickly, we understood waiting
on a completely different level. Last winter we were
waiting for spring or summer to come when we
thought we might have come out on the other side
of Covid. We were waiting for a vaccine. We were
waiting for a Christmas when we would be able once
again to gather fully and unworriedly with family.
Much has changed since last December. We do
have a vaccine. People will gather with family this
year in much larger numbers. Yet we are
still not back to “normal.” We do not
know when life will look like what we remember from before the pandemic. I suspect that
we will learn to live with the Coronavirus in our
world like we have learned to live with other viruses.
We will vaccinate. We will take special care during
winters. We will protect those whose health make
them especially vulnerable. So, we are still waiting,
but with more hope than when we were waiting last
year during Advent.
During the Advent and Christmas season, I always
return to vivid memories from my childhood and our
church. When I was in fourth grade, we heard the
news in church that one of our church members, Mr.
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Emmunds, had a terrible accident which had broken
his back and left him paralyzed from the waist down.
The Emmunds’ twin boys, Tommy and Todd, were a
year older than me and lived not far from us.
We spent many summer days playing together. When Mr. Emmunds came home from the
hospital, my mother took me over to their house
where she visited with the parents and I played with
the boys outside in their two story shed.
Mr. Emmunds was a very tall, outgoing and friendly man. Everyone always enjoyed being around him.
We waited for weeks and then months before we
saw him again at church. I don’t remember if it was
late spring or summer when he was able to return to
worship. But he returned in a wheelchair.
We had to get accustomed to tall Mr. Emmunds now being down at our eye level.
He was still very friendly. I remember the Christmas
Eve Candlelight service a year after Mr. Emmunds
had the accident. He attached two of the little white
candles to the front of the armrests on his wheelchair. After the service he was wheeling around with
the two candles still lit. It was a small but remarkable
act of hope on his part that I still remember vividly
after many years.
My friend, Matt Goodrich, a Lutheran pastor often
says that the church is always in the season of Advent. That is – we are always waiting. We are waiting
for Christ to come. Yet by faith we are able to wait
(Willis continued on page two, column two)

Cocoa, Cookies, and Candlelight
Please join the Hebron congregation, neighbors,
and friends for Cocoa, Cookies, and Candlelight on
December 24 beginning at 6:15 P.M. on the church
parking lot . Prior to the traditional candlelight service, the Congregational Care Committee
will be offering hot chocolate and cookies
until 6:50 P.M. so that members can mingle and socialize before the 7:00 P.M. worship service.
The Worship Committee is planning an indoor as
well as outdoor service for those attending much like
our regular Sunday church service so that all may
participate in some way. Advent wreaths will be lit
at both locations with music and readings by church
members. Communion is also scheduled for the service. To conclude the evening, those who worship
inside will proceed to join those already outside to
light candles and sing Silent Night together.
Bring your family, friends, and neighbors so that
everyone can share in this joyful season of Christmas!

(Willis continued from page one)
with hope. We celebrate now, in part, during Advent.
But we do so with the knowledge that our celebration will only come in full when God in the fullness of
his own timing will bring together the purposes of
heaven and earth.
As we begin our Advent journey yet again this year,
let us remember where we’ve been. Last winter was
a very difficult and painful time. There is much to
give thanks for this December when we remember
that things have gotten much better. As I continue to
remind you as a church, Hebron stuck together
through the worst of the pandemic. I believe that
faithfulness will bear fruit for years to
come. The Advent themes for each Sunday are: Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.
How timely they are right now. Let us celebrate this
Advent awaiting the birth of Christ and knowing that
he is present with us in the New Year coming.
Peace,

Steve
Rev. Steve Willis

New Elders Elected
On Sunday, November 21, the Hebron congregation elected four new elders to the Class of 2024.
Those who will serve for a three year term are Elizabeth (Liz) Pack Brown, Michael (Mike) Dundas,
Glenn Mader, and Randy Moyer. Liz and Randy are
new to the Session while Glenn has been an elder in
the past, and Mike has served as a deacon. We are
grateful to these four members who are willing to
give of their time and talents to Hebron Church and
our community of faith.
Training of new elders will take place shortly, and
installation and ordination will occur Sunday, January 16. You will know more
about these new elders in the January
2022 edition of the Hebron Herald.
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Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four annual special offerings of the Presbyterian Church
(USA). Fifty percent of the offering supports
current and former church workers and
their families with critical financial needs.
God is calling new leaders for our Church
and world to use their talents to serve God, the
Church, and the world. Therefore, the remaining
fifty percent collected makes it possible for students
to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian –related
schools and colleges.
Make your checks payable to Hebron Presbyterian Church and mark “Christmas Joy Gift” on the
memo line.
Every generous act of giving...is from above.
James 1:17

Presbyterian Women Activities
The Presbyterian Women (PW) held its November
9, 2021, meeting at 1:30 P.M.. A summary follows of
the key actions taken at the meeting.
Reverse Advent Food Boxes-Food continues to
be collected, boxes have been covered with holiday
paper , and the women will be packing them after
the December meeting. The PW asks that the congregation submit names to Joan Wright of Hebron
members and/or families/individuals in the area
who may need “food help” over the holidays.
Yard Sale Proceeds-The August yard sale brought
in $2,500. At a previous meeting, the women had
voted to hold back 20% of the proceeds ($500) for
its budget; that left $2,000 to distribute.
After conducting research to determine
what agencies could best use the proceeds, the
women voted to divide the proceeds evenly ($500
each) between four agencies: 1. Churchville Weekday Religious Program, 2) Riverheads Weekday Religious Program, 3) Health Equipment Loan Program
(HELP) in Churchville, and 4) New Directions Domestic Violence. Motion made by Joyce Coleman, seconded by Joan Wright.
Leadership Change-Sandy shared with the group
she would be stepping down as the Co-Chair of the
PW effective January 1, 2022. She noted after serving for eight plus years, it was now time for her to
put her energy into different priorities. Joan Wright,
who has been working with Sandy as Co-Chair, will
assume the leadership responsibility for the group
effective 2022.
Bible Study-Jean Miller led the Bible Study and
shared themes and lessons we can learn from the
story of Rahab, Lesson 3 in the Horizontal Bible
Study, What My Grandmothers Taught Me.
The next meeting is scheduled for December 14,
2021, at 1:30 P.M with Rev. Steve Willis as Bible
moderator.
Submitted by Sandy Showalter
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A Letter From SACRA
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
November 15, 2021
Dear Hebron Presbyterian Church,
The fiscal year for SACRA (Staunton, Augusta Church
Relief Association) has been completed, October 1,
2020-September 31, 2021.
Hebron Presbyterian Church was the number eight
church in direct giving to SACRA with $2,205.00.
Thank you for your support this year and your faithfulness over so many years.
Since my last pandemic report to you, SACRA:
—has remained open.
—has recruited new volunteers.
—is practicing social distancing and wearing masks.
—has not been able to staff SACRA on Fridays.
We continue to try to remedy this.
—continues to keep our overhead at 25.
—disbursed $20,624.90 more to clients this year.
over last year.
—is still all volunteer.
Clients numbers are increasing as the emergency
pandemic government assistance programs come to
an end.
SACRA is proud to partner with you in you mission
outreach to the poor.
“Unto the least of these,”
Temple D. Myers
SACRA Board of Stewards President.

Rev. Isaac Jones-Evangelist
Rev. William Calhoun, Hebron’s first full-time minister, ended his tenure in 1834. Prior to his departure, the Rev. Isaac Jones, an evangelist, held a revival at Hebron during what was called the Second
Great Awakening. During the years 1787 through
1837, revivals became the primary means of Christianizing the growing and expanding population in
America. Many of these revivals were
traveling events especially in the Appalachian frontier. Some believed that the
gospel not only helped to save people, but it was also a means of cleaning up society. Christians became leaders in other social concerns such as antislavery movement, education, prison reform, temperance, Sabbath observance, and women’s rights.
The revivals became social events where faith was
renewed.
Jones was born in New York in 1794. He was considered an eminent revivalist and worked in the valley of Virginia, successfully bringing many into the
church during his tour. A.W. Tate, a Hebron historian, wrote, “Of the one hundred who joined the
church, nineteen were slaves.” Rev. Jones came to
Hebron’s pulpit immediately at the end of Rev. Calhoun’s ministry in 1834 to stay for about six years.
Not a great deal is remembered and recorded during his time. Again, A.W. Tate records, “His pastorate of six years is uneventful and colorless.” Rev.
Jones remained at Hebron until 1840 when he resigned to accept a call from a church in Columbia,
Missouri. He married the young Elleanor Ellena
(Bouchelle) Bouchell of Boone County, North
Carolina in August of 1842. They were thought to
have had one son, George. Rev. Jones
died in January, 1875, and is buried in the
Columbia Cemetery. Hebron has a photograph of Rev. Jones on the wall in the Session Room behind the sanctuary.
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Hebron Presbyterian Church
Ordinary Income/Expense
January through October, 2021

ACTUAL
Income
6000 · General Giving
104,604.71
7000 · Benevolent Giving
4,858.43
Total Income
109,463.14
Expense
1100 · Church Admin.
11,933.52
2100 · Christian Education
91.91
2200 · Commitment Wit/Ben. 11,453.43
2300 · Congregational Min.
3,845.33
2400 · Fellowship
433.08
2500 · Worship
306.69
2600 · Music
0.00
3000 · Minister's Comp.
43,167.70
4000 · Personnel
8,168.53
5100 · Property
24,509.93
5200 · Manse
1,913.02
5300 · Scout Hut
360.63
Total Expense
106,183.77

BUDGET

%

148,930.00 70.24%
12,800.00 37.96%
161,730.00 67.68%
14,735.00 80.99%
75.00 122.55%
19,550.00 58.59%
3,790.00 101.46%
750.00 57.74%
740.00 41.45%
700.00 0.00%
64,796.00 66.62%
30,130.00 27.11%
29,855.00 82.10%
3,915.00 48.86%

265.00 36.09%
169,301.00 62.72%

___________________________________________
Net Ordinary Income

3,279.37

-7571.00 -43.32%

M. Hannah Bush
Church Treasurer

Bell Ringing Schedule
The following people will be ringing the bell for
the Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive on Saturday,
December 4, beginning at 9:00 A.M. and continuing
until 6:00 P.M. Please stop by Kroger and give the
Hebron ringers and the Salvation Army your support!
9:00 A.M.-Guy and Joan Wright
10:00 A.M.-Jim and Louise McGavock
11:00 A.M.-Tracy Mayer and Anita Tuttle
12:00 P.M.-Mike and Shirley Fallin
1:00 P.M.-David and Theresa Moore
2:00 P.M.-David and Theresa Moore
3:00 P.M.-John and Denise Lyle
4:00 P.M.-Greg and Lina Smith
5:00 P.M.-Larry and Gail Mayer

SACRA Food Totals
For the month of November, Hebron collected
ten food items for the SACRA food pantry.

Bethlehem and Bread
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing.
Did you know that the name Bethlehem, the city
of Jesus' birth, means “House of Bread” in Hebrew?
Bread is mentioned frequently in reference to Jesus
as in John 6:35, “Jesus said, I am the bread of life.”
Or again in John 6:51, Jesus said, “I am the living
bread that came down out of heaven.” And in our
communion service, we hear the instructions from
Matthew 26:26 saying, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
This year, the Presbyterians Today publication created an online interactive Advent and Christmas devotional which takes the reader to Bethlehem, the
House of Bread. In this devotional which begins on
November 28, we are encouraged to share the words
with friends and family. We are also encouraged to
bake bread and share the loaves as gifts with others.
Each Friday in Advent, a bread recipe will be
offered ranging from Amish Friendship Bread, Gingerbread, Chapatti, and Cheddar Cheese Pull Apart
Bread. Feel free to substitute favorite bread recipes
such as Angel Biscuits, English muffins ,
or your family’s favorite in place of the
suggested ones. You may adapt your
bread making to your skill level by making bread
from scratch, making a loaf of quick bread out of a
box, or buying artisan loaves at a bakery. You are
invited to make more than one loaf so that you can
share one with a friend and eat one as a part of a
Sunday Advent practice of having a simple breakfast
or perhaps later in the day, a simple supper of bread
and soup as you light a candle on an Advent wreath.
Advent was originally meant as a winter Lent.
This devotional will continue beyond the four
weeks of Advent through the 12 Days of Christmas,
and end on Epiphany, January 6. You can find the
Advent and Christmas devotional online at
pcusa.org/2021advent with links to bread recipes in
the weekly texts.
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Our Special People
Jon Meredith Arneson
1910 Parkersburg Tpke
Swoope, VA 24479

Betty G. Piner
725 Greenway Circle
Waynesboro, VA 22980

Helen Breeden
1594 Parkersburg Tpke
Swoope, VA 24479

Ruth Rathburn
58 Hite Lane
Staunton, VA 24401

Mildred Brown
7419 Trinity Point
Swoope, VA 24479

Pamela A. Shiflet
207 Mountain View Dr.
Staunton, VA 24401

Nan Brown
Blue Ridge Christian Home
85 Beulah Land Drive
Raphine, VA 24472

Wilda Shover
1410-A N. Augusta St.
Apt. 3019
Staunton, VA 24401

Nancy K. Cook
17 Whispering Oaks Drive
Staunton, VA 24401

Patsy Shull
1410-A. N. Augusta St.
Apt. 3003
Staunton, VA 24401

Hilda T. Dundas
Blue Ridge Christian Home
85 Beulah Land Drive
Raphine, VA 24472
Nancy B. Durham
846 Parkersburg Tpke
Staunton, VA 24401
Junior Gilmer
409 Cardinal Street
Staunton, VA 24401
Elton (Jr.) Hewitt
Blue Ridge Christian Home
85 Beulah Land Drive
Raphine, VA 24472

Janet Tuttle
Shenandoah Nursing
and Rehab
339 Westminster Drive
Staunton, VA 24401
Evelyn Whitmore
103 Beverley Court
Staunton, VA 24401
Janet Wiseman
54 Imperial Drive
Staunton, VA 24401

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
October 24, 2021
Present: Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Theresa Moore, Joyce Obenschain, Sandy Showalter, Doug
Trimble, Anita Tuttle, Joan Wright
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 11:50am.
The Moderator offered a devotion from “the Mockingbird Devotional” emphasizing that everything belongs to God.
Clerk’s Report:
Session approved the minutes of the September 26 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the minutes from the October 17 Called Session Meeting.
Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
No births to report
New Members – Greg and Lina Smith
Baptisms – Greg and Lina Smith
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing the total in our checking/savings accounts of
$609,786.36 Also presented was a Budget vs. Actual report as of October 23, 2021 showing our actual income exceeding our
actual expenses by $60.14.
Old Business:. none
Presbytery Report: none.
Committee Reports:
Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore) The committee will meet soon to have a 6 month review of our Administrative Assistant, Joann Weikert.
Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – no report
Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) – 68 boxed lunches were served for Heritage Sunday. The committee is developing
plans for a social gathering prior to the Christmas Eve worship service. More details to come.
Property Committee (Tom Cook) – The new Vulcan gas stove will be adjusted this week. The roof on the east side of the church
has been painted. Our church insurance policy has been reviewed and covers many things of which we were not aware. We will
consult the policy in the future when various repairs to the church, cemetery, grounds, and manse are required. Much of this type
work is covered in our policy.
Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- no report
Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) – Planning has begun on Advent/Christmas decorations.
Session approved a committee recommendation that the Christmas Eve worship service begin at 7pm.
Mark Wilson will fill the pulpit for Steve on Sunday, November 28.
New communion cups have been ordered.
The Community Thanksgiving Service will be held this year at another church. Details will be provided later.
Nominating Committee: (Robert Christian) – The committee is actively seeking candidates for the Class of 2024. Session set the
date for the elections of elders as November 21, 2021.
Pastor Nominating Committee- The committee has met twice and has developed an abbreviated Mission Statement, which was
shared with Session. The Moderator emphasized the need for “confidentiality” as the PNC continues its work.
Presbyterian Women: (Sandy Showalter)- no report
Moderator’s Report – Steve asked elders to bring to him any task or issue which may need to be addressed during the interim period.
New Business: Hebron received a request from Alexis Fisher (non-member) to use the sanctuary for her wedding on November 24
at 12pm. She has been sent the Wedding Policy and asked to accept our terms and pay the fee for use of the church. As of this
meeting we had not heard back from her. Session approved the request contingent on acceptance of our policy and remittance of
the fee. Theresa Moore volunteered to be the “on-duty” person for this wedding.
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the Moderator and Session for corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at 12:455pm.
Approved______________________
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___________________
Alan L. Mayer Clerk of Session

December 2021
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
Peppermint
Bark Day

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4
Red Kettle
Drive-Kroger
9 A.M. to 6 P.M.

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

PW Meeting
1:30 P.M.
Pack Food
Boxes

19

20

21

Bake Cookies
Day

22

23

24
Cocoa, Cookies,
and Candlelight
6:15-6:50 P.M.
7:00 P.M.

Session Mtg.
10:15 A.M.

26
1st Sunday
of Christmas
Worship
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27

28

29

30

31
New Year’s
Eve

25
Merry
Christmas

HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

December Birthdays

Advent Readers
November 28-Candle of Hope-Guy and Joan Wright
December 4-Candle of Peace-Greg and Lina Smith
December 10-Candle of Joy- Brad, Liz, and Mason
Brown

Billie Banks
Liz P. Brown
Charles Buchanan
Louise McGavock
Polly Hewitt
Joann Weikert

1
1
15
15
15
17

Robert Christian
Wilda Shover
Nancy Davis
Helen Shiflet
Joyce Coleman
Nancy Durham

17
24
29
31
31
31

Advent Devotional Booklets
The Presbyterian Women (PW) have received
Advent devotional booklets called Signs of the
Sacred from the Society of St. Andrew for members
of the congregation. These will be available the first
Sunday of Advent which is November 28. Be sure to
get a copy for you family from one of the greeters .
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December 17-Candle of Love-Larry and Gail Mayer
December 24-Christ Candle-Young Adults

Advent Readings
December 19-Psalm 24; Luke 1:1-25
December 20-Psalm 122; Luke 1:26-38
December 21-Psalm 33; Luke 1:39-56
December 22-Psalm 50; Luke 1:57-66
December 23-Psalm 18:1-20; Matthew 1:1-17
December 24-Psalm 102; Matthew 1:18-25
December 25-Psalm 2; John 3:31-36

