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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
November is, of course, the month for Thanksgiving.
This is a Willis family favorite and I always take the
week of Thanksgiving as vacation to be with family in
the North Carolina mountains. As the kids have left
the nest and are doing well, I am aware of a feeling
in myself that is new. I am calling it contentment.
Contentment is an ancient virtue, though one not
talked of much anymore. Contentment is related to
thanksgiving. And a person that I associate with
contentment was a church elder that I pastored several years ago. Let me tell you about Tommy.
At mid-afternoon I walked into the butcher shop and
saw Tommy through the big glass window. He waved and said goodbye to the
two other workers who were hacking
their way through big beef flanks. As soon as he
opened the door, the customers called him by name.
We walked to the back offices and greeted his
daughter-in-law who was working on the books and
at the same time juggling her three-year-old daughter. There were smiles and nods as Tommy took off
his white butcher coat and apron.
We walked out to the parking lot and climbed into
Tommy’s flatbed truck. We were on our way to visit
Cliff who was receiving hospice care at home. Cliff
was Tommy’s father’s best friend throughout their
lives. Cliff and Sarah welcomed us as we sat down in
the family room of their modest and beautiful home.
We heard the stories about working at the creamery
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and about Thomas and Cliff starting the Ruritan
Club. It was a good and grateful time together.
When I closed our hour and half visit with a prayer, I
looked up to see Tommy wiping away tears from his
eyes.
We rode together back to the butcher shop. Tommy caught me up on how the family was doing. His
family has been farming in the Shenandoah Valley
for many generations. They are amazingly clever stewards of the cattle they
raise and the creek fed land they tend.
Three generations are at work with different tasks
and jobs in the business. This family does good,
healthy work. They are clearly and rightly proud
that they are able to hire and provide good jobs to
numerous employees as well.
I always enjoy being around Tommy. He is an active
man. Yet there is enough room in his life to attend
to the important relationships of his family, friends
and neighbors. He has time to ride with the minister to visit his father’s dying best friend. He appreciates and enjoys good work to be done; he sings in
the church choir; he volunteers at the firehouse. He
loves to be around his grandchildren.
Contentment may be one of the most under-valued
virtues in contemporary American life. Sometimes
people confuse contentment with ease. Yet as I witness Tommy, I know that he is constantly
(Willis continued on page 2)

New Members at Hebron
On Sunday, October 17, Hebron welcomed two
new members into the congregation-Greg and Lina
Smith. Rev. Willis presented the couple to the congregation after a service to reaffirm their
baptisms.
Greg and Lina happened upon Hebron
about nine months ago as they were riding around the area and noticed that Hebron was
having outdoor services at the church manse. After
checking out the website, they returned weekly until
they made the decision that they would like to join
the church. They have been attending various
events and workdays that the church has held this
past year.
Greg is a native of the Harrisonburg area where
he has family and graduated from Turner Ashby High
School. He is a supervisor at Cerro Fabricated Products in Grottoes. In his spare time, he likes to hit the
links at the Gypsy Hill Golf Club where he is a member.
Lina is a native of Staunton having graduated
from Lee High and also has family in the city. She is
the business manager for Grace Christian SchoolCommunity Fellowship Church. Lina enjoys gardening, walking, and hiking when she has moments to
spare.
The Smiths have two children-Rachel and Joel
who both attended Grace Christian School. Joel is
single and lives in Grottoes while Rachel and her husband Jason Liskey live in Staunton and are awaiting
the birth of a daughter in November. Lina and Greg
are looking forward to becoming grandparents and helping out with their new
granddaughter.
Please extend the hand of welcome to the Smith
family. We look forward to worshipping and knowing and the Smiths.
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
I Corinthians 1:9
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(Willis continued from page 1)
challenged with the financial difficulties of a family
farm, the burden of being asked to do too many
things in his community because he is a trusted soul,
and the same aging struggles that folks over sixty-five
face. Contentment is not having so much money
that a his community because he is a trusted soul,
and the same aging struggles that folks over sixty-five
face. Contentment is not having so much money
that a person doesn’t have to do anything. Quite the
opposite, contentment is the fruit of long family
commitments, meaningful and productive work, and
deep and abiding attachments to community. The
creative putting together of these elements over time brings genuine satisfaction to a person and puts into perspective the ordinary, daily tasks that sometimes drive us
crazy.

People who live contented lives do not do it by themselves, nor construct meaningful experiences all on
their own. They are both formed by human institutions, and they contribute to them as well. Family,
church, volunteer associations, local economy and
civic responsibility are all a part of a web of relationships through which we as individuals are shaped
and through which we creatively construct our lives.
For those seeking greater contentment, Thanksgiving
offers us a chance to give thanks for this web of relationships. Thanksgiving also gives us the opportunity
to seek out new ways of giving of ourselves to others, planting the seeds of gratitude and contentment.
Peace,

Steve
Rev. Steve Willis

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Schedule
On December 4, members of the congregation
will be ringing the bell for the Salvation
Army ‘s Red Kettle Drive 2021 at the
Kroger Shopping Center in Staunton
beginning at 9:00 A.M.
The schedule is as follows:
9:00 A.M.-Guy and Joan Wright
10:00 A.M.-Jim and Louise McGavock
11:00 A.M.-Tracy Mayer and Anita Tuttle
12:00 Noon– Mike and Shirley Fallin
1:00 P.M.2:00 P.M.3:00 P.M.-John and Denise Lyle
4:00 P.M.-Greg and Lina Smith
5:00 P.M.-Larry and Gail Mayer

All Saints Sunday
Hebron will observe All Saints Sunday on November 7 with a Celebration of Life service for seven
members who passed away this year.
During the service, Rev. Willis will offer a
special prayer and candles will be lit for
Nancy Brubeck Cline, Nancy Thompson Cook, David
Randall Hickey, Nancy Hulvey Hewitt, Herman Junior
Knight, Richard A. Miller, and Virginia Arehart Smiley.
In previous years, Meredith Arneson coordinated
this special event the first Tuesday night in September. This year, the Worship Committee chose to
honor members briefly during the regular worship
service.

SACRA
For the month of October, forty-eight items were
donated to the SACRA food pantry. Thanks to all
who contributed to this community outreach program.
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Special Congregational Meeting
On Sunday, November 21, the congregation will
hold a meeting to elect elders for the Class of 2024.
At that time, the Nominating Committee
will present a slate of candidates to the
congregation. Nominations will be taken
from the floor as well. If making a nomination from the floor, please make sure you have
secured the approval of the nominee ahead of the
meeting.

PW to Meet November 9
The PW (Presbyterian Women) will meet in the
Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, November 9, at 1:30
P.M. Jean Miller will lead the Bible lesson on Rahab.
Please make sure to read the Lesson 3 commentary
in our study book What My Grandmothers Taught
Me. If you would like to join the study group and do
not have a book, please call Joan Wright at 540-8860864 and she will make a copy of the lesson for you
until we can secure a study guide for you.
Also on the agenda, we will conclude our discussion on how to distribute our proceeds from the
yard sale. Sandy Showalter will serve as moderator
for the meeting.

Christ the King Sunday
Sunday, November 21, 2021, is Christ the King
Sunday, and Hebron will observe holy
communion. Elements will be distributed at the point of entry for both
members attending church inside the sanctuary and
those participating in the drive-in service. Participants will hold the elements until Rev. Willis indicates the time to partake of them.
The purpose of Christ the King Sunday is to
acknowledge Jesus Christ as the “King of all kings”
and to bring God back into the secular world.

Rev. William Calhoun
As one enters the Session Room off of the sanctuary, pictures of Hebron's past ministers hang on the
wall. Although pictures of the first two ministers do
not exist, a picture of the Rev. William Calhoun,
Brown's third minister, exists. After the death of
Rev. Archibald Alexander Scott in 1799, Brown's did
not have a pastor until the Rev. Calhoun accepted a
call in 1805.
Calhoun was born in Prince Edward County, Virginia, in 1772. He entered HampdenSydney College at the age of fourteen.
Then at the age of nineteen, he decided
to study for the ministry under the instruction of Dr. John B. Smith of the college. In May,
1792, he was licensed as a minister. Later that fall,
he was appointed as a missionary to the counties of
Greenbrier and Botetourt. Afterwards, he accompanied a Mr. Allen to the Elkhorn, Ashridge, and Cherry
Spring regions of Kentucky.
Rev. Calhoun returned to the area in 1793 where
he took a charge for several years but was not satisfied and relocated several more times. In 1797, he
moved to Louisa County where he met and married
Elizabeth Waddell, the daughter of the infamous
Rev. Dr. Waddell, known as “the blind preacher”.
From 1800 to 1805, he was the stated supply at the
D.S. Meeting House located five miles from Charlottesville on the road to Rockfish Gap. That
meeting house dissolved in 1811.
In 1805, Rev. Calhoun accepted a call from
Staunton First Church and Brown's Meeting House
for a term that lasted twenty years. By April, 1826,
his relationship with the Staunton church dissolved,
but Calhoun became Brown’s first full-time minister.
Many stories have been passed down concerning
Rev. Calhoun. In an address he made in 1932 which
was published in the Staunton News Leader in July
27, 1932, Elder Addison W. Tate related the following story of Rev. Calhoun:
It is told that on one occasion he presided
over a union meeting of the Methodists and Presbyterians held in his own church in Staunton. At
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that time the splendid denomination, the Methodists,
was more emotional and demonstrative in their worship than at the present day; and as the services progresses, an occasional ‘amen’ and groans were
heard, on which Parson Calhoun bounded to his feet
and bade the congregation remember that the Bible
commanded us 'to do all thing decently and in order.'
Whereupon the visitors rose in a body and retired to
their own church, and it is said never had the town
heard such shouting as that old church resounded
with the remainder of the night, and never more fervent were the prayers uttered for the 'old fox who
occupied the Presbyterian pulpit'.”
Dr. William H. Foote in his book Sketches of Virginia writes that “Mr. Calhoun was a brave man, unobtrusive, unpretending in his manner, very polite in
his intercourse with his fellowmen, frank open, and
cheerful.”
During Rev. Calhoun's pastorate, Brown's changed
its name to Hebron possibly around the time of the
completions of a new church sanctuary
in 1827. Even though the church kept
records, the session minutes do not
show exactly when the name was changed. Lexington Presbytery organized in 1786 and met at Brown's
in October 1790 and five other times between that
date and April, 1809. In October, 1828, Presbytery
met at Hebron. “Hebron” appears in its Session
minutes in 1834. In a document written by William
M. Tate, he gives the name change “about 1825”.
Brown's was relatively small at the beginning of
Rev. Calhoun's ministry, but the church made enormous progress during his tenure. He became well
known in the state and was a man of strong influence. He was the moderator of Lexington Presbytery
meetings in April, 1814, September, 1816, October
1818, October, 1821, and September 1829. Even
after retiring from Hebron, he again presided as
moderator in April, 1844.
In 1816, the membership numbered ninety-eight
white and six people of color, but one was under
prosecution, two had absented themselves from
(Calhoun continued on page 5)

(Calhoun continued from page 4)
Communion, and one had withdrawn, leaving ninetyfour white and six people of color, or one hundred in
all in full communion.
Calhoun departed Hebron in 1834. He continued
his ministry in the area by serving as a supply at
Bethel in the summer of 1841 until their minister arrived as well as a stated supply to the Tinkling Spring
congregation in 1846-1847. At the age of 79 years, 7
months, and 25 days, Calhoun breathed his last and
was buried the old Hebron Cemetery. He was preceded in death by his wife Elizabeth who died the
previous May and a son Addison who died when he
was eleven days old. Another son Nathaniel became
a minister and doctor who worked in Virginia and

PW Food Boxes
At the end of October, the PW’s Reverse Advent
Food boxes were 64% complete. The goal is to finish
the food drive by December 14. The PW
appreciate all the support that the congregation has given them with this food
collection.
At this time, the most needed items are boxes of
instant oatmeal packets, applesauce, baked beans,
peanut butter, jelly, canned tomatoes, spaghetti
sauce, boxed instant potatoes, solid canned tuna,
and cranberry sauce.
If you have a friend or neighbor who could use a
little holiday boost, please let us know. Last year our
goal was to fill twelve boxes, but we packed fifteen.

Order Form for Christmas Wreaths, Poinsettias, and Donations to Funds
This year, the Flower Committee has created several options regarding decorations for the church during the
Advent/Christmas season.
Option #1-Contribute $21.00 for a wreath for the doors in memory/honor/thanksgiving. We will need 12
wreaths total.
Option #2-Make a donation to A. the Sanctuary Fund B. the Cemetery Fund C. another fund of your choosing
in memory/honor / thanksgiving.
Option #3-You purchase a poinsettia and bring it to the church and fill out a form in memory/honor/
thanksgiving.
Wreaths: Number ordered_______________@ $21.00 each
Total $_______________
Given by ___________________________________________________________
In memory of _______________________________________________________
In honor of _________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for ___________________________________________________
Donation: $____________________
Check one: _____ Sanctuary Fund _____Cemetery Fund _____Other fund of your choice (list)___________
Given by____________________________________________________________
In memory of ________________________________________________________
In honor of __________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for_____________________________________________________
Poinsettia:
Given by ____________________________________________________________
In memory of ________________________________________________________
In honor of __________________________________________________________
In thanksgiving for_____________________________________________________
We will recognize your contributions/donations in the bulletin. Please complete this form and return it to
Gail Mayer (540-885-6984) along with your payment no later than Sunday November 21, 2021.
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
September 26, 2021
Present: Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Theresa Moore, Joyce Obenschain, Sandy Showalter, Doug
Trimble, Anita Tuttle, and Joan Wright, Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present. The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 12:00PM. The Moderator offered a devotion
with a reading by poet Katrina Cosby from God of Autumn.
Clerk’s Report:
Session approved the minutes of the August 22, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the minutes from the September 19, 2021 Congregational Meeting.
Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
No births, , baptisms, new members to report.
Session approved removing Richard Knight and Richard Miller from the church rolls by reason of their death.
Session approved the transfer of Elaine Wyche to Sparta Presbyterian Church.
Session approved moving Andrew Wyche to the inactive roll.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing the total in our checking/savings accounts of
$611,195.70. Also presented was a Budget vs. Actual report as of September 25, 2021 showing our actual income exceeding our
actual expenses by $1,469.46.
Old Business:. none
Presbytery Report: none
Committee Reports:
Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore) no report
Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – no report
Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) – 47 to 50 people attended the Fire Pit gathering to enjoy food, fellowship, and
music. Thanks was given to all who helped. Fifteen Labor Day bud vases were delivered to the home bound
Property Committee (Tom Cook) – The new Vulcan gas stove has been installed.
Some adjustments are need on the stove . The pilot light on the stove will be turned off until needed.
Twenty-four tons of gravel were spread on the new fire pit area.
Two new tables were set in the fire pit area. Two new benches will need a cement base before they can be installed.
Two oak trees in front of the church need to be trimmed. Estimates are being sought.
The furnace inspection will be in October.
The church insurance policy will be reviewed and shared with session.
Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- Articles about Bible Study and the Fire Pit Event have been posted on the web
site.
Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) –Heritage Sunday is coming on October 10.
Announcements prior to worship will be done by Guy Wright and possibly others.
Nominating Committee: (Robert Christian) Session discussed the need to seek candidates for the next class of elders serving
on Session. Session approved keeping the total number of active elders at 12.
Presbyterian Women: (Sandy Showalter)
Sandy distributed the minutes from the September 14 meeting. The following items are from the minutes:
Celebration of Life recognition will be during worship on All Saints Sunday.
The Yard Sale brought in $2,500.
The Evening of Comfort and Joy event is postponed until next year.
Details were provided on the Reverse Advent Food Boxes for needy families.
Women of the Church work days are canceled for the rest of the year
Details about the Bible Study was presented.
Moderator’s Report: Rev. Willis will be taking vacation from November 22 through November 28. He will miss one Sunday.
Visitation is somewhat limited due to the Pandemic, but Steve is doing what he can.
The Covid 19 policy for worship seems to be working, so we will continue with it for now.
New Business: none
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the Moderator and Session for corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at 12:45PM.
Approved____________________
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_____________________
Alan L. Mayer, Clerk of Session

November 2021
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.
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HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

November Birthdays

Barbara Moyer
Nathan Moyer
Richard Rathburn
Charles Shomo
Sean Ratliff
Meredith Moran
Jim McGavock
Sylvia Carter

3
6
6
6
10
12
13
14

Shirley Fallin
Robin Moyer
Sylvia Crawford
Scott Martin
Bryson Riley
Joyce Obenschain
Julia Martin
Brock Moore

Change of Address
Hilda T. Dundas
Blue Ridge Christian Home
85 Beulah Land Drive
Raphine, VA 24472
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Guest Speaker

14
14
16
16
19
24
27
28

Rev. Willis will be on vacation from November 2228. The Worship Committee has engaged
Mark Wilson to bring us the morning message on Sunday, November 28. We look
forward to having Mark back with us again,
and we hope Steve enjoys this special time with his
family and friends.

A Note from Augusta 4-H
Thank you for allowing Augusta 4-H to use your facilities this summer. We held weekly
meetings for a STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and math) club and hosted
a two-day Cloverland 4-H Day Camp for 5-8 yearolds. In total, we had 220 youth between the two
programs. We are so appreciative that you provide a
place to meet for us. Thank you!
Augusta 4-H Staff
Emma Lee & Ashley

