
1  

HEBron Herald 
     October, 2021 

     From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends, 

 

This October 10,th we will celebrate the 275th anni-

versary of Hebron Presbyterian Church.  It goes 

without saying that 275 years stands out as a re-

markable thing in our day and age. We live in a time 

of a rapidly changing digital economy.  

People are accustomed to instant techno-

logical information and an ever more mo-

bile population.  It is rare when we take the time to 

ponder the kind of wisdom that comes only through 

long experience in one place accruing from genera-

tion to generation.  On October 10th we will pause 

and remember this long Scotch Irish Presbyterian 

history at Hebron.  And we will also proclaim that 

Presbyterians still love to the tell the story of Jesus 

and his love today. 

 

Hebron Presbyterian Church was founded in 1746 

and was part of a much larger movement of Scotch 

Irish immigrants to the new world.  Scottish Presby-

terians had immigrated to Northern Ireland and still 

seeking freedom from the burden of English rule 

they left for America.  After the long crossing of the 

Atlantic Ocean many arrived in Philadelphia.  Many 

continued west across Pennsylvania and then south 

down the wagon trail of the Shenandoah Valley.  

Some kept going south to the North Carolina Pied-

mont or up the wilderness trail to the mountains.  

But the Scotch Irish frequented parts of Pennsylva-

nia, the Shenandoah Valley, and western North Car-

olina.  They also built Presbyterian Churches. 

Consider the experience of a weaver from County 

Derry in Ireland, named James Patton, who left 

for America and settled in North Carolina, but 

continued to travel the route of his emigration.  

This is part of letter he wrote to a business associ-

ate.   

     “This summer I intended to go to Philadelphia 

to dispose of my furs, and purchase goods to ena-

ble me to buy a handsome drove of cattle, but 

finding it would be too late before I could go and 

return, I stopped at Staunton, Augusta County, 

Virginia, and employed three hatters 

to work up a part of my fur into hats, 

and paid them in fur for their labors.  

I returned to North Carolina with my 

hats in boxes, packed on horses, I purchased all 

the cattle I was able to pay for, in the counties of 

Wilkes, Burke and Buncombe, and started for Phil-

adelphia; stopped at Staunton, Virginia, and took 

the balance of the furs which I had left there.  I 

purchased in Philadelphia as many goods as I was 

able to pay for, and returned to North Carolina 

with two wagons, one loaded with goods, and the 

other with my mother and family who had arrived 

shortly before from Ireland.”     

(taken from, From Ulster to Carolina by H. Tyler 

Blethen and Curtis W. Wood Jr.) 

 
Much has been written and said about the early 
American Scotch Irish.  Typically, they are  
(Willis, continued on page 2, column 2) 
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(Willis, continued from page 1) 

described as radically independent, industrious, and 

prone to fighting.  This may be somewhat true but 

often turns into stereotype.  Consider what they left 

us as a memory of what was important to them.  

Presbyterian churches!  The Shenandoah Valley is 

still full of these churches.  Drive Highway 11 and see 

how many are still serving God and neighbor today.  

They also left behind their priority of educational in-

stitutions.  They started Liberty Hall Academy that 

would later become Washington College and today 

we know it as Washington and Lee University in Lex-

ington.  The grandchildren of the first Scotch Irish 

immigrants founded Augusta Female Seminary, the 

oldest higher education institution for 

women in the nation affiliated with the 

Presbyterian Church.  We know it today 

as Mary Baldwin University. 

 

This is a faith heritage that is well worth celebrating.  

So come and be a part of it.  And may the Lord bless 

the ministry of Hebron Presbyterian Church for 

many, many generations into the future. 

   Peace, 

   Steve 

   Rev. Steve Willis 

World Communion Sunday 
     October 3 is World Communion Sunday.  This cel-

ebration of the Lord's Supper began in 1933 at 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania, to promote Christian unity and ecumenical 

cooperation.  The US Presbyterian Church 

began observing this event as a denomina-

tion in 1936 with Presbyterian churches 

throughout the United States observing the sacra-

ment on the same date.  Over the years, many other 

denominations have joined this observance. 

     Traditionally, the Hebron congregation has col-

lected the Peace & Global Witness Offering on this 

day.  This is one of the four denominational offerings 

that Hebron collects each year.  This offering is desig-

nated to create resources for dealing with conflict 

and provide reconciliation throughout the world as 

well as in our own culture.  Hebron will keep twenty-

five percent for local distribution, twenty-five per-

cent goes to PCUSA mid-level councils to unite con-

gregations to support peacemaking in their region, 

and fifty percent supports the work for peace by 

Presbyterians across the globe.   This year, the Chris-

tian Outreach Committee has decided that the local 

twenty-five percent will benefit the Central Shenan-

doah Valley Office of Youth. 

     As with the usual custom during the Covid-19 pan-

demic,  the ushers will distribute the communion 

elements to congregants upon arrival. 

Haiti Relief Fund 
     As reported in the September newsletter,         

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has           

been seeking funds to aid Haiti due to the               

recent earthquake, hurricane, and Covid-19              

disasters that have befallen the island country.   

Hannah Bush announced that Hebron sent a check 

amounting to $1,000 to the PDA to aid in recovery 

efforts. 

Bell Ringers Needed! 
     The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board  

for those who are interested in ringing the  

bell for the Salvation Army's Red Kettle Drive on  

Saturday, December 4 beginning at 9:00 A.M.  Ringing 

duty lasts for  a one hour shift with the last time slot 

ending at 6:00 P.M.  The Christian Outreach Com-

mittee has sponsored this activity for a number of 

years and appreciate any time that you can give to 

make a difference in our community.    

SACRA Stats For September 

     Hebron contributed 76 items to SACRA last 

month! 
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The Vulcan Has Arrived! 
     The Property Committee has installed a brand 

new Vulcan range in the church kitchen.  It is  

believed that the old Vulcan range was 

installed about 1951 when the educa-

tional building was completed.  Parts of 

the old stove were operational.  On the other hand, 

replacements parts did not exist to repair and re-

place the non-working ones.  Therefore, the Presby-

terian Women asked the Session to purchase a new 

range for the kitchen.  After some study, the Proper-

ty Committee secured a new Vulcan at a local res-

taurant supply store and removed the old stove. 

     Monies for the new stove were used from the 

Hebron Memorial Fund given in memory of the late 

Margaret (Peggy) Cook Hewitt, Edith Young Riley, 

and Marie Shiflet Wood, three faithful women of 

Hebron Church.  This is a fitting and appropriate me-

morial to these ladies who were known for their 

cooking and baking expertise and service to the Heb-

ron congregation in a multitude of ways.   

      

PW Holds Its First Meeting 
     The PW held its first meting of the new church 

year on September 14, 2021 at 1:30 P.M.  The fol-

lowing is a summary of actions taken at the meeting: 

     The Celebration of Life Ceremony, recognizing  

church members who have passed during the past 

year, will take place during All Saints Sunday  

(October 31) during the regular worship service.  

Seven members will be honored:  Nancy Cline, Nan-

cy Cook, Nancy Hewitt, David Hickey, Herman 

Knight, Richard Miller, and Virginia Smiley. 

     The Yard Sale brought in $2500.  The PW voted to 

 conduct research as to what agencies could best use 

the proceeds.  The PW also voted to withhold 20% 

to be placed in the budget.     

     Evening of Comfort and Joy:  Due to 

the rise of COVID, the PW voted to post-

pone this event. The topic will be revisited 

in January, and a determination will be 

made based on the COVID situation at that time. 

     Reverse Advent Food Boxes for Holidays: The PW 

is encouraged to purchase food items when they are 

on sale and bring them to Joan Wright who will store 

them  until the boxes are prepared for the holidays.  

A list of suggested items is found in the July news-

letter.  Also, the congregation is asked to submit 

names to Joan of families/individuals who may need 

help over the holidays.   

     PW Work Days:  The PW voted to cancel work-

days for the remainder of 2021 due to the normal 

“busyness” of the holiday season.  The topic will be 

revisited at the January meeting. 

     Bible Study Leaders:  The theme for this year's 

PW Bible study is What My Grandmothers Taught 

Me.  Leaders through December have been secured.  

The PW is looking for people to lead a discussion at 

the five  sessions scheduled in 2022.  If you are inter-

ested, and/or know of someone who would be inter-

ested in leading, please let Sandy or Joan know.   

     Joan Wright led the Bible Study and an enlighten-

ing discussion on Lesson 1:  Family Trees.   

PW October Meeting 
     The PW will meet October 12 at 1:30 P.M. for a 

business meeting and Bible Study:  Lesson 2:  Tamar.  

Participants are asked to bring a picture of a wedding

-their own or that of a family member or friend.  Give 

some thought to a time when you, as a women, have 

felt helpless in a man's world,  and consider sharing 

your experience with others at the meeting.  Please           

read pages 21-26 in the booklet What My Grand-

mothers Taught Me.  If you wish to attend,               

but do not have a copy of the study booklet,      

please call the church office.   

     Due to the continuous increase in COVID infec-

tions in Augusta County and surrounding areas, CDC 

and Hebron session guidelines for indoor gatherings 

will be followed:  masks worn by vaccinated and un-

vaccinated individuals and seated six feet apart. 
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Brown’s Second Minister:   

Archibald Alexander Scott 
    With Charles Cummings’s departure in 1772, 

Brown’s Meeting House did not have a pastor for 

about six years.  Then in 1778, Brown’s (Hebron) and 

North Mountain (Bethel) called the Reverend Archi-

bald Scott to serve both churches as minister. 

     Born about 1747 in Scotland, Scott came to Ameri-

ca as a boy in his teens about 1763.  He was alone, 

poor, and friendless.  For a while, he earned his living 

by working for wealthy farmers in Pennsylvania.  In 

Scotland, he was a member of the Seceder Church, a 

division of the Scottish Presbyterian church.   His pie-

ty and seriousness attracted the attention of a Dr. 

Cooper who took an interest in him and encouraged 

Scott to study for the ministry.  He then joined the 

Presbyterian Church and announced his intentions to 

become a candidate for the ministry.   

     As the usual custom for ministers, Scott began his 

training with classical studies.  He became acquaint-

ed with a Mr. Ramsey whose parents had moved 

from Pennsylvania to Virginia and settled 

near Fairfield.  Scott learned that there 

were positions open for classical teachers 

in the Valley.  He and a physician friend moved to 

Virginia and joined the Ramsey family.  Soon, he be-

gan his study under the well-known Dr. Graham of 

Liberty Hall (Washington and Lee University).  In the 

meantime, he supported himself by teaching school.  

He completed his study for the ministry in 1777 and 

appeared before Hanover Presbytery for examina-

tion.  He spent time preaching in vacant churches in 

the Valley before he took his first pastorate.  In 1778, 

he was appointed to spend four Sabbaths “at the 

united congregations of North Mountain Meeting 

House and Brown’s Meeting House.”  In October, the 

two churches issued a call to Scott which he accepted 

and was installed in December of that year. 

 

 

     In 1779, he married Frances Ramsey, a sister to 

the Mr. Ramsey that suggested he come to Virginia.  

He purchased one hundred fifty acres on the east 

side of the Middlebrook Road just north of Arbor Hill.  

Four years later, he purchased 240 more acres on 

the north boundary of Christians Creek.   

     For twenty years he ministered to the congrega-

tions of North Mountain (Bethel) and 

Brown's which was an area of about 

twenty miles square.   He  supplement-

ed his income through farming.  There is 

no record of the salary he received from these 

churches.  During his tenure, the congregation of 

North Mountain built a church on the present site of 

Bethel to replace the dilapidated North Mountain 

meeting house.   

     No pictures of Scott exist nor any of  Scott's ser-

mons  In the book Sketches of Virginia, William Hen-

ry Foote gives this word description of Scott: 

 Here he was often seen sweating at the 

plough, gaining for his children a livelihood, as he 

had gained his own, in his youth; for during the war, 

and for a time afterwards, the salaries of the clergy 

were small and indifferently paid.  He was tall, of a 

large frame, but not fleshy; his features prominent 

and pitted with the small-pox, by which one eye had 

been affected, which required frequent wiping to pre-

vent a teardrop.  In his preaching he was doctrinal, 

always instructive, and often deeply impressionable 

and powerful.  He held his abilities and acquirements 

in low estimation, and was seldom satisfied with his 

pulpit performances.1   

     Scott was greatly loved by his congregation.  He 

made his people feel as if he was one of them.  He 

attached great importance on religious instruction of 

the young in his congregations.  It was his practice to 

assemble all the children and youth  in different 

neighborhoods on weekdays to attend  instruction in 

the catechism.  He used the Westminster Shorter  

(Scott continued on page 4)  
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 Catechism and introduced The Mother's Catechism, 

a 32 page booklet which he had reprinted in Staun-

ton.   When there was a call for a classical school in 

Staunton in 1792, he became on of the first trustees 

of the Staunton Academy.   

     Being a minister of the pre-Revolutionary period 

he instilled in his pupils the American cause and 

worked to prepare the rising generation to enjoy and 

preserve constitutional liberty. On occasion at a cate-

chism lesson at Bethel Church, a horseman galloped 

up to the church door to deliver the message that 

the British General Tarleton was nearby.  Rev. Scott 

directed the children to return to their 

homes and tell their fathers he would be 

on his way to Rockfish Gap, the pass 

through the Blue Ridge Mountains by which the 

British redcoats would enter the Valley of Virginia.  

As a leader of his people, he would be among the 

first to be there.  Thus, he too, as was his predeces-

sor Charles Cummings, known as  “the fighting par-

son.”   George Washington, hearing of the colonists’ 

stand said, “If I should be beaten by the British forc-

es, I will retreat with my broken army to the Blue 

Ridge and call the boys of West Augusta around me, 

and there I will plant the flag of my country.”2 

     His modesty kept him from taking a more active 

role in Church and state affairs.  He preferred to fol-

low the lead of those whose opinions he valued and 

trusted.  Nevertheless, he was greatly loved for his 

integrity and Christian character.  His colleagues held 

him in high esteem.  He was elected Moderator of 

the Presbytery five times, and four times elected 

commissioner to the General Assembly.     

     After serving Brown's for twenty-one years, Scott 

died after a short illness on March 4, 1799 and is bur-

ied in the old Hebron cemetery.  On his 

stone, a Bible and sword are carved.  

His epitaph reads, “He laid down the 

Bible to take up the sword.” He left a wife and eight 

children.  His wife died a short time afterwards, and  

 the care of their children fell to the eldest daughter 

Sarah.  Although some family members wanted to 

place the children in homes, Sarah refused to con-

sent to this plan.  With advice and help from her fa-

ther's friends in the ministry and persons in the 

Bethel congregation, she was able to provide a clas-

sical education for her brothers and  instruction in 

English for her sisters.   

 

1 William Henry Foote.  Sketches of Virginia:  Historical and 

Biographical.  First and Second Series.  Philadelphia.  1850. 

2 Ibid. 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
         Budget vs. Actual 

    January through August 2021 

         ACTUAL        BUDGETED 
Income 
6000 · General Giving        79,335.02        148,930    53.3% 
7000 · Benevolent Giving          4,593.43          12,800    35.9% 

Total Income        83,928.45        161,730    51.9% 

Expense 
2100 · Christian Education               91.91            75 
2200 · Commitment Wit./Ben      7,588.43     19,550 
2300 · Congregational Min.         3,795.33       3,790 
2400 · Fellowship                  0.00          750 
2500 · Worship              266.74          740  
2600 · Music                  0.00          700  
3000 · Minister's Comp.        34,534.36     58,796  
4000 · Personnel           5,224.36     30,130  
5100 · Property                      18,694.92     29,855  
5200 · Manse                        1,798.77            3,915 
5300 - Scout Hut                           308.85________265     
            Total Expenses               81,069.47       163,301  49.61% 
 
   M. Hannah Bush 
   Church Treasurer 

Heritage Sunday Is October 10 

     Heritage Sunday will be observed Sunday, October 

10.  Due to the increasing number of Covid cases, we 

will again offer a boxed lunch that may be eaten as 

an outdoor meal together or may be picked up and 

taken home  For several Sundays, the Congregational 

Life Committee has placed a “boxed lunch request 

form” in the Sunday bulletins in order to plan for the 

luncheon.  If you have misplaced your form, please 

call the church office by noon on October 6 to re-

serve a meal.  Bring a lawn chair and sit a spell! 
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
STATED SESSION MEETING-August 22, 2021 

Present:  Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Theresa Moore, Joyce Obenschain,   Sandy 
Showalter, , Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle, and Joan Wright 
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session) 
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer) 
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis 
A quorum was declared present. 
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 12:05PM. 
The Moderator offered  a devotion with  a reading by poet Wendell Berry about wisdom. 
Clerk’s Report: 
Session approved the minutes of the July 25, 2021 Stated Session Meeting. 
Session approved the agenda for this meeting. 
No births, , baptisms, new members, deaths, or transfers to report. 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing the total in our checking/savings ac-
counts of $617,216.34. Also presented was a Budget vs. Actual report as of August 20, 2021 showing our actual income 
exceeding our actual expenses by $7,490.10. 
Old Business:. Session decided to present church financial information to the congregation by way of the newsletter. 
We will show year to date actual income vs actual expense. Any more detailed information may be gotten from the 
Treasurer on request. 
Presbytery Report: There will be a Presbytery Zoom meeting August 28. Theresa Moore volunteered to attend as com-
missioner from Hebron. 
Committee Reports:   

Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore) no report   
Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – no report  
Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) –Twenty two people have signed up for “Praise in the Park” picnic on 

Tuesday, August 24. Planning is on-going for Hebron’s Heritage celebration. 
 Property Committee (Tom Cook) –Some control fabric has been placed in the fire pit area. There is still more to do. 
Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- All Yard Sale, Heritage Sunday, and choir activities are posted on the 

web site. 
Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) – Session discussed current COVID issues and decided to recommend masks 

in the sanctuary during worship and separation between pews for safe spacing with the added ability to contin-
ue to listen to the service over the radio from your car. For the Yard Sale we will require masks for those enter-
ing the Fellowship Hall and limiting admittance to 10 people at a time. 

Moderator’s Report: 
New Business: Session discussed outside groups wanting to use the church. The following was agreed upon:  1.  All re-
quests for use of the church should be approved by Session.  2.  No church key will be given to these groups, but a 
church/Session representative will meet the group, unlock the church and lock it back up when the event is over. 
     Session approved the request from Joy Coleman to use the memorial funds given for Haskins Coleman to support 
local boys working on their Eagle Scout rank. Hannah Bush will request the funds from Shenandoah Presbytery Corpo-
ration.   
PW – (Sandy Showalter)- Four copies of “Presbyterians Today” magazine are available. 
     The annual “Celebration of Life “ service will be discontinued. In it’s place we will use  the All Saints Sunday service 
to remember those who have passed during the year. 
Nominating Committee (Robert Christian) -The committee has gotten agreements from five members to serve on the 
Pastor Nominating Committee. They are:  Liz Brown, Nicola Cahill, Theresa Moore, Doug Trimble, and Anita Tuttle.  This 
slate of nominees will be presented for election by the congregation on September 19. 
Joys and Concerns: 
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the Moderator and Ses-
sion for corporate and individual prayer. 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at 1:05 P.M. 
Approved____________________                                         _____________________ 
                                                                                                 Alan L. Mayer-Clerk of Session 
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October 2021 
Hebron Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School 9:55 A.M. 
Worship 11:00 A.M. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
World Smile 

Day 

2 

3 
Worship 

World  

Communion  

Sunday 

4 
National 

Golf Day 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 

Worship 

Heritage 

Sunday 

Boxed Lunch 

11 12 
PW Meeting 

1:30 P.M. 

13 14 15 16 

17 
Worship 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 
 

24 
Worship 

Session Meeting 

12:00 

31 
Reformation 

Sunday 

25 26 27 28 29 30 
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HEBRON HeRALD 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
423 Hebron Road 
Staunton, VA 24401 
Church Office: (540) 885-1648 
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 
Website: www.hebronpc.com 
Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School  9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

 

Anniversaries 
  
Keyser and Donna Kirtley 1 
Tom and Jan Kitts-Cook        19 

October Birthdays 

 

 

Mike Dundas            1 Tammy Moyer           14 

Brenda Smiley            2 Keyser Kirtley            19 

E.M. Hewitt                 3 Lorrie Dean                19 

Scott Holland              4 Mike Fallin                 19 

Mason Brown             5 Bobbi Kennedy          22 

Meredith Arneson     9 Elaine Wyche             24 

Joan Wright              13 Linda Brown               26 

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Congregational Meeting-September 19, 2021 

 
     Following the morning worship service on September 19, 
2021 , Rev Steve Willis, Moderator, called the congregational 
meeting to order at 11.37AM. A quorum was declared present 
and the meeting was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 
Without objection, Elder Michael Fallin was approved to serve 
as Recording Secretary for this meeting. 
     The one item of business for the meeting was to receive the 
report of the Nominating Committee and to elect a Pastor 
Nominating Committee. 
     Nominating Committee Chair Robert Christian presented the 
following slate of nominees to serve on the Pastor Nominating 
Committee: 
       Liz, Brown     Nicola Cahill     Theresa Moore,  
       Doug Trimble      Anita Tuttle    
     The Moderator opened the floor for further  nominations. 
There being no further nominations, the nominations were 
closed. 
     The congregation passed a motion to elect the five nominees 
to Pastor Nominating Committee.. 
     There being no further business, the meeting was closed 
with prayer by the Moderator at 11:42AM. 
Approved :______________              
  
______________________ ______________________ 
Mike Fallin   Rev. Steve Willis 
Recording Secretary  Moderator 

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com

