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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
A very important day is coming up soon for Hebron Presbyterian Church. On Sunday September 19th
after worship, we will have a congregational meeting
to elect Hebron’s Pastor Nominating Committee.
Some of you have served before on search committees and are aware that it is an important commitment that takes much time and prayer.
Hebron’s standing nominating committee is made
up of Robert Christian, Larry Mayer, Jim McGavock,
and Anita Tuttle. The Session charged them to
prayerfully do the work of discerning five people to
serve as the church’s Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC). On September 19th the nominating committee will present the
five people that have been asked
and have said yes to being on the search committee.
Those five people are: Liz Pack Brown, Nicola Cahill,
Theresa Moore, Doug Trimble, and Anita Tuttle. We
thank Robert Christian, the nominating committee
chair and Larry, Jim, and Anita for doing this important work. Well done! Robert will present the
slate of five people to the congregation on September 19th at the congregational meeting.
Hebron is my ninth time around in doing interim
work, and during that time I have noticed several recurring themes that often happen with Pastor Nominating Committees and congregations. The most familiar theme that I have seen repeated is how members of PNC’s feel a sense of duty and responsibility
in their task. They don’t want to let their church
down. It feels like a heavy load. After a PNC is
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elected, I will remind you time and again to continue
in prayer and support for your search committee.
One of the other recurring themes is that 95% of
the time the search process takes longer
than the congregation thought it would.
There are many reasons for that. But the
main reason is that the search process is a
call process, not a hiring process. Hebron will be calling its next pastor, by discerning who God’s Spirit is
leading to live and work and minister with you into
the next chapter of Hebron’s long history. I’ve
worked with many church members on PNC’s who
hire employees in the work world. Hiring employees
is a good and important thing – but it takes a lot less
time! It always serves a congregation well when the
PNC has the time and space to prayerfully discern the
way that God is leading the committee and the congregation. That’s why I will remind you time and
again to continue in prayer and support for your
search committee.
______________________
On a completely different topic, it is important to
pass along to you what the session is doing in response to the rise of cases of the variant COVID virus.
Not long ago we thought that we were
out of the woods, or nearly out of the
woods, with the pandemic. But the rise
in cases right here in Augusta County necessitates
that the Session continues to do its best to protect
(Willis, continued on page 2, column 2)

Support Haiti In Its Hour
Of Greatest Need
And after the earthquake...a sound of sheer silence.
Then there came a voice...that said,
“What are you doing here?” 1 Kings 19:12-13
Following the devastating August 14 earthquake
in Haiti, nearly 1,500 people are dead, thousands
more injured, and an unknown number still
missing. Some 13,000 homes were destroyed, and roads, bridges, and communication systems have been severely damaged. Because Haiti is already facing endemic hunger and
poverty, COVID-19, continuing civil unrest, and the
arrival of Tropical Storm Grace, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency relief
and short-term recovery in the impacted areas
through our established local partners and collaboration ACT Alliance and its members. The PC (USA),
through PDA and together with regional World Mission colleagues, will remain active throughout the
entire recovery process, accompanying our partners
in the area as they determine long-term program
needs and providing financial support for rebuilding
and resilience.
The needs for the response will be great. God's
people are once again called on to stand in the
“GAP”-Give. Act. Pray.
Give: Gifts can be made online, by phone at 1-800872-3283 or through our church treasurer. Please
tag your contribution by indicating PDA-Haiti on
your check.
ACT: Learn how you and your congregation can help
families who have lost everything in the devastation.
Stay informed and like us on Facebook (Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance).
Pray: As this earthquake continues to cause destruction and loss of life, please pray with us that the
communities affected by this event and those offering assistance will be strengthened, have their needs
met, and be reminded of the hope found in God.

SACRA
Contributions of canned and boxed food gifts to
SACRA for the month of August were 34 items.
Please continue to support this organization as we
head into the fall and winter months.
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(Willis, continued from page 1)
the congregation and be a good neighbor to others.
In the August Session meeting, the Session decided
to recommend that church members wear masks in
worship and socially distance in the pews
for non-family members. There will be
masks available in the vestibules. We also
talked about the possibility that we may
return to outdoor worship again. It is likely that we
will do so especially when the weather gets cooler
and the virus will likely spread. Please remember
that we will continue to have the micro FM radio station available for people to listen in their cars. A
good number of members continue to worship in
their cars and we are grateful to have everyone present for worship whether outside or inside.
Let us continue to pray for and support one another and be good neighbors to all.
Peace,

Steve
Rev. Willis

Congregational Meeting
The Church Nominating Committee reported to
Session during the August 25 meeting that it has
formed a slate of five candidates to serve on the
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) which in turn
will seek a minister for the church. The candidates
are Liz Pack Brown, Nicola Cahill, Theresa Moore,
Doug Trimble, and Anita Tuttle. This slate will be
presented to the congregation at a meeting scheduled for Sunday, September 19. Other persons
may be nominated from the floor if a nominee has
given prior consent to serve if elected.
Thanks to the nominating committee members
Robert Christian, Jim McGavock, Larry Mayer, and
Anita Tuttle for their work in securing this slate.

A Work In Progress

What My Grandmothers Taught Me

The Presbyterian Women’s reading/history room
is still a work in progress Two wing chairs, a file cabinet, book case, blinds, curtains, and rugs are part of
the present décor. A table/writing desk and chair
along with a small neutral colored sofa are wish-list
items that will help make the area more complete.
Recently, Meredith Arneson has gifted the PW
with eight of her art works that are now hanging on
the walls. Meredith writes, “In obedience
to God’s will, following much prayer and as
led by His Holy Spirit, the paintings included
have been created. All honor goes to God the Father
as I know that I was but the visual art vessel through
which He could convey that which He willed.”
Meredith’s graphite pencil drawings include Hebron Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Virginia which
hangs in the Session Room and Hebron Presbyterian
in the Winter, a gift displayed in the PW Reading/
History Room. In addition, newly acquired works to
the PW room include Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior of
the World, Jesus Told His Disciples ,“Do This In Remembrance of Me”, The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, Thessalonians 4:15-16, The King Is Coming,
Jesus Loves the Little Children, and The Crown of
Righteousness. Meredith has also created a booklet
that further details her inspiration for her artwork
which is found in the room.
The Presbyterian Women are extremely grateful
for Meredith’s gift of love through her artistic talents. Please feel free to visit the room and view her
lovely works and well as browse through many
scrapbook collection and files that pertain to Hebron’s history. We often receive gifts that relate to
Hebron’s past and are happy to display them.

The Presbyterian Women (PW) will hold their first
meeting of the 2021-22 year on Tuesday, September
14 at 1:30 P.M. in the church library. After a short
business meeting, the group will begin their Bible
study of What My Grandmothers Taught Me. If you
would like to join the study group but do
not have a copy of the materials, please
contact Joan Wright, and she will make a
copy of the first lesson until we can obtain
a book for you.
All participants are asked to bring your study
copy, a Bible, and either a picture of your grandmother or other older woman in your family that
holds special meaning to you. If you have no picture, perhaps you can bring an object that you treasure that a special woman in your family has given
you. Also, please read through pages 9-18 in the
study booklet to become acquainted with the material for our first lesson.
We are looking forward to seeing everyone on
the 14th!
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Thanks Notes. . .
Hebron has been blessed with gifts in the form of
people who have shared tangible gifts as well as talents. Jim and Louise McGavock, Larry and Gail Mayer, Keyser and Donna Kirtley, and Robert and Dana
Christian have shared produce from their gardens
which have fed our bodies during this long dry summer. It has been a joy to see what bounty they have
brought to church on Sunday mornings.
Jan Kitts-Cook and David Moore quietly shared
their professional gifts with us as we encountered a
medical emergency on a recent Sunday morning. It
was very reassuring to us all to know that these individuals were with us to aid in medical care when we
least expected something to happen.
Thanks to all who give us these special gifts.

Charles CummingsHebron's First Full-Time Minister
and Revolutionary War Patriot
For twenty years after its founding, Brown's
Meeting House (Hebron) was without a full-time
minister. The church was dependent upon itinerant
preachers sent from the Donegal Presbytery usually
for periods of eight weeks to six months. Meanwhile, a reunion took place between the old and
new side ministers resulting in the formation of Hanover Presbytery of Virginia. Since boundaries for
congregations had been disregarded during the old
side/new side conflict, the Hanover Presbytery developed a policy to prevent clashing interests. Presbytery records indicate “Major Brown's Meeting
House” was allowed to call a pastor “provided that
they do not intrude on any other established Congregation.”1 After several failed attempts to secure a
pastor, Charles Cummings accepted a call to become
Brown's first full-time minister in 1766.
Cummings was born in Donegal County, Ireland in
1732, and through the influence of his brother
James, a captain of a merchant vessel, came to
America at the age of eighteen. He graduated from
Carlisle College in Pennsylvania and migrated to Lancaster County, Virginia on the Northern Neck. He
was employed as a tutor while studying theology
with the noted minister Dr. James Waddell. At an
early age, he acquired a valuable library. During his examination by Presbytery, he was
questioned on his knowledge of Latin, Greek,
rhetoric, logic, geography, philosophy, astronomy as well as divinity. He was licensed to preach
by Hanover Presbytery at Tinkling Springs on April
17, 1767. By October of that year, he had received
three calls from churches to be their minister. He
accepted the call from Brown’s Meeting House and
was ordained there on May 14, 1767.
Very little is known of Cumming’s ministry at
Brown’s. Prior to his arrival, he married Mildred Millicent Carter, daughter of Thomas Carter, Esq. of Lancaster County in February, 1766. While at Brown’s
he and his wife had four children. After leaving
Brown’s, they had eight more children of which
three died in infancy. There are no pictures or
sketches of his personal appearance. In 1810, David
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Campbell, a colleague of Cummings and the governor of Virginia from 1837 to 1840 described him in
words. He wrote:
“Mr. Cummings was of middle stature about five
feet ten inches high, well set and formed, possessing
great firmness and dignity of character. His voice
was strong and had great compass; his articulation
was clear and distinct. Without apparent effort, he
could speak to be heard by ten thousand people.
His mind was good, without any brilliancy. He understood his system well, spoke always with great
gravity, and required it of all who sat under the
sound of his voice. He would not tolerate any merriment among the congregation after preaching commenced. He uniformly spoke like one having authority, and laid down the Law and the Gospel as he understood them with great distinctness. He was a
Presbyterian of the old stamp, rigid in his faith, strict
in the observance of the Sabbath, and faithful in
teaching his children and servants the catechism.”2
In June, 1772, Cummings requested that Hanover Presbytery dissolve pastoral relations between
him and Brown's due to the congregation's inability
to support him. Both parties avowing that as the
only reason for dissolution of the relations,
Presbytery granted his request. The Presbytery recommended that he take a tour
of pastor vacancies and supply eight Sabbaths in the Green Brier and Tygart Valleys now in
West Virginia. After serving six years at Brown's,
Cummings accepted a call in June, 1773, to serve
the congregations of Ebbing Spring and Sinking
Spring Presbyterian Churches near Abingdon in present day Washington County. He became the first
settled pastor west of the Allegheny Mountains in
the now defunct Fincastle County which made up
all Kentucky, southern West Virginia, and southwest
Virginia.
In the “wilderness” of Southwest Virginia, the
men never went to church without being armed and
taking their families with them. Parson Cummings
was no exception. He was a very neat man in his
dress, but wore a shot-pouch and carried his rifle to
church where he would mount the steps of the pulpit, take off his shot pouch, and deposit his rifle in a
corner. Cherokee Indian attacks were a persistent
problem in this Virginia frontier. Families collected
(Cummings continued on page 5)

(Cummings continued from page 4)
together in a small fort built especially for times
when Indian attacks were imminent, usually during the summer months. On one occasion, food and supplies became scarce,
and someone had to bring goods to the
fort. Parson Cummings and a few other men took a
wagon to gather these necessities. An Indian party
surprised the men, and one settler was killed while
two others were wounded. The parson and his servant drove off the Indians in their ambush, and men
from the fort were able to attend to the dead and
wounded. One legend had it that Rev. Cummings
was wearing a large powdered wig, which he considered necessary for his position. This made him more
conspicuous and a target for the Indians. One Indian
ran after him, brandishing his tomahawk. The parson
dodged under a bush, and as he left cover, his wig
was caught on a branch. The Indians were so surprised to see a “scalp” hanging there with no head
that they hesitated on the attack, giving Cummings
the chance to tumble to safety, escape, and rally his
men for an attack. 3
Charles Cummings was an active Presbyterian
minister who was committed to freedom in the preRevolutionary War period. He and many other Presbyterian ministers joined forces to promote religious
tolerance and the rights of Presbyterians and other
evangelical dissenters to form churches. He opposed
the Anglican Church as the official church in the colonies. Cummings was one of thirteen citizens of
Southwest Virginia appointed to the “Committee of
Safety” which wrote the Fincastle Resolutions, published in the Virginia Gazette in January, 1775. The
resolutions like those of Augusta, Botetourt,
and other local counties, expressed support
of the First Continental Congress's resistance to the Intolerable Acts issued in
1774 by the British Parliament. What made the Fincastle Resolutions unique from other resolutions
was the promise of resistance “to the death.” Many
give Cummings credit for the authorship of this document although that claim has not been verified. He
also served as a chaplain for patriot troops in the
Revolutionary War.
Cummings died March 12, 1812, near Abingdon,
Virginia, after a long life of eighty years. Shortly after
moving to Southwest, Virginia, Cummings built a log
cabin as his first residence located about two miles
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north of Abingdon. His family descendants gave this
cabin which was subsequently disassembled, moved, and restored to the Sinking
Spring Cemetery where the original church
building had been erected in the early 1770's and
where Cummings and his wife are buried.
Although details of his tenure at Hebron is
sketchy, Cummings lived a very eventful life and became a very prominent citizen in the eventual tristate area of Virginia, Kentucky, and West Virginia.
Many descendants of the “fighting parson” remain
in the area today.
1 Wilson, Howard McKnight. The Lexington Presbytery Heritage. Verona: McClure Press. 1973. P. 44.
2. Foote, Rev. William Henry, DD. Sketches of Virginia. Philadelphia: William S. Martien. 1850. Chapter
VI.
3. Ibid.

Fall Fire Pit Festival
The Fall Fire Pit Festival will be held Saturday,
September 25 beginning at 6:00 P.M. for Hebron
folks and guests. Supper consisting of barbecue, hot
dogs, coleslaw, salads, dessert and snacks will be
provided. There will be games on the blacktop as
well. After the supper hour, The Gypsy Hill Ramblers
will provide musical entertainment for those who
wish to sit around the fire pit and enjoy their music.
We hope that as many as possible will be able to
attend and stay as long you can. We are asking that
you pre-register so that the cooks know how much
food they should prepare. Please call the office by
Thursday, September 23 to make your reservation.
So bring your lawn chair and come on out to
share an evening of food and entertainment with
your Hebron family!

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
July 25, 2021
Present: Elders Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Theresa Moore, Joyce Obenschain, Sandy Showalter, Doug
Trimble, Anita Tuttle, Joan Wright
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 12:10 A.M.
The Moderator offered a devotion with a reading from “A Place Where Everybody Matters” by Jean Risley. This book talks about
the characteristics of a small church.
Clerk’s Report:
Session approved the minutes of the June 27, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
No births, baptisms, new members, or transfers to report.
Deaths – Session approved removing Virginia A. Smiley from the rolls.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing our operating fund at $47,539.93. Also presented
was a profit and loss statement showing income to date exceeding expenses by $9,329.99..
Old Business: None
Presbytery Report: None
Committee Reports:


Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore)-Joann Weikert has been hired on a trial basis as our secretary. The committee will
review her performance in 6 months. Mondays are covered with volunteers.



Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – Session approved the Salvation Army bell ringing for only Saturday, December 4.



Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) – 128 school supplies and 160 food snack items were delivered to Valley Mission.
Session approved a committee recommendation for a gathering in Gypsy Hill Park at the “Praise in the Park” concert on
August 24. We will gather at 6 P.M. Food will be provided. The Gypsy Hill Ramblers will provide the music for the Fire Pit
event in September. Joan Wright and Gail Mayer attended a planning meeting at Bethel. Bethel wants Hebron to participate in a history reading. Session decided not to participate since we have enough work to do on our own heritage activities.
Property Committee (Tom Cook) – The new Vulcan stove is on order. The lead time is 6-8 weeks. The committee is looking for
ways to dispose of the old stove. Session approved allowing them to offer it to someone.
Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- no report
Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) – The committee reported that a “Special Service” for Heritage Sunday could be when
we begin congregational singing. This will be revisited in the September meeting. Session approved a committee recommendation that we cancel Worship in the Grove on August 8, move the service inside with communion, and have Lemonade on the
Lawn outside after worship.





Moderator’s Report: Steve reported that we are moving forward in our planning for forming a Pastor Nominating Committee. Session approved September 19 for a Congregational Meeting to elect the PNC.
Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the Moderator and
Session for corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the Moderator at 12:55AM.
Approved____________________
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_____________________
Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session

September 2021
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Sun

Mon

5

Tue

6

Wed
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Fri

Sat

1
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7

8

9
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11
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18
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23

24

25

Worship
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13

Worship

PW Meeting
1:30 P.M.

Grandparents
Day

19

20

Worship
Congregational
Meeting

26
Worship
Session
Meeting
12:00
7

21
International
Day of Peace

27

28

Fall Begins

29

Fall Fire Pit
Festival
6:00 P.M.
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HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

Covid-19 Policies Enacted

September Birthdays

Due to the rise of Covid-19 in our immediate
area, the Hebron Session enacted the following
policies effective immediately:
Dana Christian
1
Betty G. Piner
2
John Puffenberger
4
Betty C. Whitmore
9
Catherine S. McNeal 12

Chadwick Bazzrea
Pamela Shiflet
Maxine L. Carpenter
Claire Johnson
‘Aine Waller

14
18
22
22
27

Anniversaries
Jim and Louise McGavock

21

1. Masks are recommended in the sanctuary.
They are available in the vestibules.
2. Social distancing will be observed by sitting in
every other pew.
3. Worshippers are welcome to stay in their vehicles to hear the service via their radios.
4. If you have any Covid-19 symptoms, please
stay home.

It’s Over!!!
The 2020 PW Yard Sale is finally history in 2021!
The PW thank everyone who helped to make this a
reality. Special appreciation goes to Betty Gilmer
who has coordinated this sale for many years. A
more detailed report will be forthcoming.
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Heritage Sunday Reminder
Heritage Sunday is October 10. Make
your reservation for the luncheon following the service by Friday, October 8!

