HEBron

HERaLD

Volume 30, Issue 7

July, 2021

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
We are slowly but surely returning to the normal
kinds of face-to-face personal interaction that was
so abruptly interrupted by the pandemic. On Sunday July 18th we will be back in the beautiful Hebron
sanctuary, and I know that it will take some time for
all of us to adjust to what we used to take for granted.
I went back and reread some articles that I had
written just a couple of years before the pandemic
for the rural advocacy folks at The Daily Yonder. It
was a way of remembering what I thought was important before the pandemic and before much of
American life became overwhelmingly virtual on
the internet. Here is a piece I wrote in 2017 about
person-to-person neighborliness. I hope you find it
helpful.
“The poorest way to enhance the neighborliness of
a community is from a Facebook or Twitter account.
Now let me assure you that this is not a rant against
technology. I utilize it every day, awkwardly, but
regularly. I inherited from my western North Carolina mountain family the notion that human communication is less about the content of one's words
and more about what a person does.
This is true where my family lives today
in the mountains of Virginia. I see people communicate something important to one another
through the practice of neighborliness. Let me tell
you a story about it.
Charlie actually spoke in Sunday school one
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morning which was a surprise to everyone, perhaps
even himself. He is a pleasant family man who simply does things for people, but rarely has anything to
say about abstract concepts like the topic that day love of neighbor. He inherited the family furniture
store on Main Street, and you can see him outside
on the sidewalk talking to folks, as part of his
daily routine. The following day, Monday
evening, he stood up at the town council
meeting to respond to the plans to build a
new post office on the highway, almost a mile outside of town. He said he understood why people
were excited about the prospect of a shiny new
building that the state was willing to build as an
effort to get mail carriers more easily to their rural
deliveries. But he knew too many people who
walked everywhere they went and a mile was just
too far. He knew their names, the neighbors without transportation, and he reminded the crowd of
them. “We just can’t do that to our neighbors,” he
finished. Charlie’s appeal was personal and genuine
and it worked. The new post office was never built.
Living in a small Appalachian town, I am grateful for
Charlie and a host of kindred spirits who quietly
attend not only to one's own business but to people
well known for most if not all of one's life. Loyal
Jones, a great chronicler of the southern mountains,
described this quality in his characteristic unflourished way, “We usually relate on a personal basis
rather than on how people dress or the credentials
or accomplishments they claim.” He called it personalism. This slow, careful attention to individual
(Willis continued on page two column one)

(Willis continued from page one)

persons and neighbors may seem like a relic from
another world gone by. Yet as I witness people practice neighborliness, it still seems to me to be a powerful force.
Sociologists have shown us that trust levels among
neighbors are almost two times
greater in small town and rural
settings than in urban environments.
The reason for this is not because we town and
country folks are more naturally trustworthy. Rather
human relationships come through face to face, unhurried contact with others here, which changes the
dynamic of how this kind of community relates.
Robert Wuthnow, Professor of Social Sciences at
Princeton University, said it like this. "Everything
that I have explored in these chapters indicates that
scale matters. It isn't just that people in small towns
are inherently friendlier, easier to get along with, or
more civically oriented. The difference is that smallness shapes social networks, behavior, and civic
commitments." Scale does matter. And small scale
presents the opportunity for very human, face to
face, careful interaction with neighbors.
An appeal for local neighborliness may seem like
small comfort amidst very troubling political and
economic crises. The level of national political discourse has not only dropped to a new low, but adds
to high levels of anxiety in people. But that being
said - what can a person do about these big issues?
Because even my most clever Facebook post seems
to have no effect upon the situation.
I know that my place and people are in the Appalachian Mountains. I make my home here, raise my
family and do my work. One of the most important
things that I can do in these anxious times is simply
be a good neighbor. If it is scary or overwhelming to
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consider how to go about such a task, just make a
pot of soup and take it next door. The next step
afterwards will present itself. I have witnessed how
neighborliness has good effect on people's lives.
Maybe our social sciences are catching up with how
to measure this personal quality. When I see neighbors practice neighborliness, they remind me of
something at the heart of being a human being.”
I am really looking forward to gathering on Sunday,
July 18th and renewing the personal touch and the
simple graces of being together.
Peace,

Steve
Rev. Steve Willis

Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
Would you like less paper clutter in your life?
Would you like to help Hebron save
money on postage, paper, and ink? If
you answer yes to either of these
questions, perhaps you would consider receiving
your Hebron Herald newsletter by email or read it
directly off the website.
Doug Trimble, our webmaster, has made it easy
for you to try both of these options. By entering our
Hebron website address, www.hebronpc.com, you
can locate the current and past newsletters by clicking on the large white box marked NEWSLETTERS
which will then direct you to submit a form to consent to receive your monthly newsletter on line. Or
you may contact the office, and we will be glad to
assist you in securing the email feature. The email
will only be used for Hebron church related content.
You will receive your newsletter about the same
time or perhaps before paper copies are distributed!

PW To Hold Yard, Bake, & Jelly Sale!

Christmas In July

The PW have made it official: the Yard, Bake, &
Jelly Sale is scheduled for Friday and Saturday,
August 27-28 from 8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. each day.
Due to the amount of goods that have already
arrived, the sale will take place in two
locations-the Scout Hut for large furniture and outdoor items and the Fellowship Hall for kitchen and soft goods. A food booth is
planned so come hungry on sale days!
Please look twice at anything you might throw
away, and consider putting it aside to help the
church. The women look forward to having a large
variety of items to sell such as antiques, jewelry,
small pieces of furniture, clothing, linens, yard tools,
toys, and other knickknacks. You may bring your
unwanted or gently used items to the sale locations
all day Monday, August 23 or between 9:00 A.M. to
1:00 P.M. Tuesday through Thursday. Call the office
to make sure someone is here to receive the items if
you wish to drop them off any other time.
The PW can use help from any member who has
time to donate. After the sale is complete, the ladies
will determine how the proceeds will be used.

Again this year, the Presbyterian Women have
planned to collect food items for their Reverse Advent project. Last year, with the help of the
congregation, the PW collected enough food
for fifteen boxes to be given to local families
in need.
What is Reverse Advent? Instead of eating a piece
of chocolate or opening a small gift as one counts
down the days until Christmas, the idea of Reverse
Advent lends itself to giving. Instead of receiving
something each day as Christmas gets closer, we
reverse the idea and choose something to give
someone.
The PW are giving the congregation advanced notice of their plans by publishing a list of foods that
they will be collecting this year. Maybe donors can
find a bargain and hold food items until the collection time begins in November. Food items need to
have current expiration dates, and many can be
found now with 2023 dating.
The following are items are needed:
1. Can of corn
13. Baked beans
2. Can of mixed fruit
14. Peanut butter
3. Can of green beans
15. Jelly
4. Tomato soup
16. Can of tomatoes
5. Chicken noodle soup
17. Spaghetti sauce
6. Cereal
18. Pasta
7. Brownie/cookie mix
19. Instant potatoes
8. Oatmeal in packets
20. Stuffing
9. Can of mixed vegetables 21. Crackers
10. Applesauce
22. Can of solid tuna
11. Rice
23. Cranberry sauce
12. Macaroni and cheese
24. Can of carrots
Other useful items include sugar, spices, cooking
oil, muffin/cornbread mix, canned ham, canned
chicken, canned salmon, beef stew, fruit cups, pancake mix, pudding cups, granola bars, and Vienna
sausages.
The PW appreciates any help the congregation
can give with this project.

PW Cleans House
The PW gathered on Monday, June 7, to clean out
areas of the Educational Building. Lots of materials
were organized and tossed to create a streamline
educational setting. Thanks to Billie Banks,
Hannah Bush, Maxine Carpenter, Donna
Kirtley, Millie Ruleman, and Joan Wright for
their work. The PW will meet again July 5 from 10
A.M. to 1 P.M. to tackle another hot spot. Anyone is
welcome to help for as long as you can.
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Save The Dates

From the Session Archives…

The Session has approved two dates regarding
the 275th anniversary of the church. A special
firepit event will be held on Saturday,
September 25, at 5:00 P.M. which will include a barbecue/hotdog supper served
by the Congregational Life Committee with a special
program to follow.
On Sunday, October 10, we will observe Heritage
Sunday followed by a luncheon for members,
friends, and neighbors also served by the Congregational Life Committee.
Stay tuned for further details.

From the recorded Session Meeting minutes
dated February 22, 1920, the following statement
reads, ”It was thought best to close the church for
next Sunday on account of the prevalence of influenza, and in case the conditions remain unchanged,
the Pastor was directed to announce this through
the papers at the last of the week.”
This is the only record found in the
Session minutes which made reference to the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-1920.
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A Generous Gift
For bells are the voice of the church;
They have tones that touch
and search the hearts of young and old.
—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Each Sunday morning, Mike Dundas climbs the
steps of the sanctuary to the balcony to ring the bell
to call Hebron worshipers together. This
bell that Mike and many men before him
have rung has been a part of the sanctuary for over 120 years. The November 30, 1900
Staunton newspaper reported, “ Mr. C.J. Coiner has
presented to the congregation of Hebron Church a
fine large bell for the new church. The bell measures
25 inches in diameter, weighs about 300 pounds,
and, it is said, can be heard a distance of 4 miles
when tolling.”
At the time, Cornelius Jerome Coiner was a deacon at Hebron Church, ordained in 1894. A native of
Augusta County, he was born September 2, 1847 at
the old Coiner homestead about two miles north of
Fishersville. When he was sixteen years old, he
joined the Confederate Army and became a member
of the renowned Mosby’s Rangers. He served until
the end of the war without being wounded, or captured.
Upon being paroled from his military service in
1865, he began farming and raising livestock on Long
Meadow Run. He lived there until 1875 when he
moved to a larger farm near Swoope where Clay
Hewitt lives today. He was married and had one
son.
C.J. Coiner was a member of Hebron for many
years and was elected to be a deacon in 1894. He
not only gave the gift of the church bell to the congregation, but generously gave $300 during a plea to
further dissolve the construction debt from Rev.
Holmes Rolston on June 9, 1901 during Hebron’s
dedication of the sanctuary.
(Continued in column two)
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By 1903, Mr. Coiner and Viola, his wife, moved
from the farm to Kalorama Street in Staunton. He
transferred his church membership to nearby First
Presbyterian Church in April, 1906. He was a member of the Stonewall Jackson Camp of United Confederate Veterans in which he held the offices of Sgt.
Major and 3rd Lt. Commander.
In 1925, Cornelius J. Coiner died of a heart attack
shortly after returning home from a church meeting.
The Staunton press announced, that “scores of
friends who held him in high esteem for his excellent
character and Christian faith” attended his burial in
beautiful Thornrose Cemetery.

SACRA Contributions
Contributions to SACRA were up in June from the
previous month. Seventy-four canned and boxed
items were collected this month compared to nineteen items for the month
of May. Thanks to all who made contributions as
SACRA works to improve the lives of those who are
less fortunate in our community.

Garden Blessings
Again this year, the Congregational Life Committee will sponsor a “Garden Blessings” table outside near the entrance to the Educational Building for
members to share any extra garden produce on Sunday mornings. Last year was quite successful with
our “green thumb” gardeners contributing tomatoes,
squash, cucumbers, green beans, and other fresh
vegetables. It also became a social time during the
pandemic to gather beneath the trees and say a few
words to friends and neighbors while choosing produce. Even if one did not need vegetables, it gave us
a chance to socialize a bit. So, if you have surplus
blessings, bring them to church starting in July!

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
May 23, 2021
Present: Elders Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Joyce Obenschain, Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Sandy Showalter, Theresa Moore, Joan
Wright, Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 12 Noon and offered a devotional from the book Ministry is a High Calling, Aim
Low by Kurt Schurmann highlighting that the Gospel need no prompts or gimmicks.
Clerk’s Report:
Session approved the minutes of the April 25, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
Baptisms: none Births: none
Deaths: none
New members: none

Inactive/Transfers: none

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing our operating fund at $47,576.95. . Also presented
was a profit and loss statement showing income to date exceeding expenses by $8560.15.
Old Business:. None
Presbytery Report: Seeking an elder/commissioner for the May 25 Presbytery Meeting.
Committee Reports:

Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore)- The job description for the administrative assistant position has been updated
and will be sent out to Session members for approval. We will use e-mail to get the Session approvals and then record the vote
below as a footnote to this meeting. The financial forecast for a full time pastor, administrative assistant, and the organist is
projected to be Approx. $15,800 per year above current spending.

Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – No report

Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) – No report

Property Committee (Tom Cook) – Cleanup day at church went very well. The fire pit area behind the church is being improved. We are currently getting bids for a new oven in the kitchen. The approximate cost will be $6,000 and can be paid from
available memorial funds.

Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- The new committee structure, PW activities, and new photos have all been
posted on the web site.

Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) – The committee recommendation for having outdoor worship On June 13, July 11,
and August 8 in conjunction with “Lemonade on the Lawn” was approved by Session.

CAT Committee (Anita Tuttle) – The committee will forward our interpretation of the CAT Survey results to Shenandoah Presbytery for their review.
Moderator’s Report: After Session discussion of when and how to reopen sanctuary worship, a motion was made as follows:
Our opening date would be July 18. This will be announced in the weekly bulletin. We would continue to broadcast the service via
our FM radio transmitter for any who want to remain in their car. Session will continue to monitor all state and CDC guidance. If
there are no spikes in COVID cases, we will vote in our June session meeting to go ahead and reopen the sanctuary for worship on
July 18.
Session approved the motion.
Pastor Steve cannot be here for the June Stated Session Meeting if we have it after church. Session approved to meet prior to worship at 10:15AM, so that Steve can moderate the meeting.
PW– (Sandy Showalter) – We are anticipating having our annual Yard Sale later this year. The exact date to be determined later.
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator at 1:15 PM.
Note: Subsequent to this meeting, Session voted via e-mail to approve the job description for the Administrative Assistant position as referenced above under the Administrative committee report
Approved____________________
_____________________
Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session
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July 2021
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Worship 11:00 A.M.

Sun

Mon
Stonewall
Brigade Band
Concert
Every Monday
7:30 P.M.

4

5
Drive-in
Worship

11

Tue

Wed

Praise in
the Park
Every Tuesday
7:30 P.M.

6

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

PW Workday
10-1

National
Kitten Day

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

29

30

31

Worship
In the Grove
Lemonade
on the Lawn

18
Worship
in the
Sanctuary

25
Worship
Session Mtg.
12:00 Noon

7

National
Hot Dog Day

26

27

28

HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

July Birthdays
Angela Bazzrea Ingram
Larry Mayer
Maryanna Turnage
Mark Buchanan
Eliot Sieck
Sandra Riley
Alisa Ratliff Moore
Helen Breeden
Gail Mayer
Fred Smiley
Jan Kitts-Cook

Cemetery Lots For Sale
6
12
12
14
16
22
23
24
26
28
30

Hebron Presbyterian Church Cemetery Lots
Members: $100 per single plot
$500 for plot of six
Non-members: $500 per single plot
$2,500 for plot of six
Contact:
Larry Mayer 540-885-6984
or
Guy Wright at 540-886-0864

Welcome!
On Sundays July 4 and July 11, Rev. Willis will be
on vacation. We welcome Rev. Malcom
Brownlee on July 4 and Mark Wilson on July
11 to the pulpit. Both men have been with
Hebron many times, and we look forward to them
being with us.
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Sunday School To Resume July 18
The Adult Bible Sunday School Class will resume
July 18. Also, if parents have any children or grandchildren interested in classes, please contact Louise
McGavock at 540-337-4899 or Joanne Weikert at
540-292-4374 for information.

