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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
As I write this article, the Memorial Day Weekend is
several days away. Of course, this means that summertime is nigh upon us! Thank goodness. This
summer looks to be a much more enjoyable season
than the summer of 2020. I am looking forward to
the first two weeks of July being the first real vacation time since the pandemic. That means a vacation that is something more than being cooped up at
home and isolated. I hope that you are planning
some time this summer to spend in a restful and restorative way. For you that might mean an opportunity to gather with family or a trip to the
beach or just a chance to do some fishing.
Here is one more thing that I am really looking forward to this summer. Last Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, the session made the decision to return to the
sanctuary for worship on Sunday, July 18th.
I am extremely grateful for the session’s leadership
and its wisdom to provide for the safety of the congregation by having drive-in worship. Hebron started drive-in worship immediately at the pandemic
outbreak in March of 2020. The drive-in worship
has been wonderfully effective for the church, keeping people in worship, keeping people connected
and keeping people safe. I am sure y’all will remember this experience for the rest of your life. I know I
will.
Yet “for everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3: 1).” And
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It is time to start preparing ourselves for reentering
the sanctuary and it will take us a month and a half
to do so. First, we will be monitoring the rate of
Covid infection spread for the next 50 days and making sure there is not another spike. Second, reentering the sanctuary and being together again involves
more than a physical change of space. We will all be
experiencing an internal, emotional
transition to being in proximity to each
other again after 1 year and 4 months of
not being together bodily in the same space. That is
a big change and different individuals will make the
transition at different paces. For some of us – we
will feel more than ready to be back tomorrow and
ready to dive in. And for some of us – we will be
much more hesitant and only want to dip our toes in
the water. Of course, others will be somewhere in
the middle. So let’s give each other the grace to recognize that it will be different for each one of us.
So, the session has decided that the drive-in radio
station FM 91.3 will continue right alongside our
sanctuary worship.
On Sunday July 18 at 11:00 you may come into the
sanctuary for worship. Or you may remain outside
in the parking lot and listen to worship on your radio
as you have this past year. If you remain in your car,
the ushers will bring out worship bulletins. And I
have it on good authority that the pastor will be out
in the parking lot greeting folks at their car windows
(Willis continued on page two column two)

Worship “In the Grove”
The Worship and the Congregational Life Committees are collaborating to have worship services
the second Sunday of June, July, and August “in the
grove” outside the sanctuary.
Worshipers may bring their lawn
chairs or use some of the folding
chairs provided by the church to enjoy outside services followed by the summer tradition of Lemonade
on the Lawn at its usual place.
At this time, these three Sundays are the only
ones planned for outdoor services along with Lemonade on the Lawn. Congregational participation will
allow the committees to evaluate whether or not to
expand either or both activities.

PW May Meeting Highlights
The Presbyterian Women met on May 11, 2021 in
the church library. The meeting highlights were:
 the vertical banner has arrived, and has been
erected at the northeast corner of the property
 consideration of a ladies luncheon with a motivational speaker in the spring of 2022 was discussed
 the PW made a recommendation that a new
stove be purchased for the kitchen using existing
Memorial Funds tagged for the kitchen
 the PW will assist with cleanup activities in the
Educational Building the first Monday of each
month from 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.
 the Yard Sale status was discussed with ideas to
hold a late summer sale. Items in the scout hut
need to be sorted, culled, and priced.
 the study guide What My Grandmothers Taught
Me will be ordered for the fall Bible study session
After the business meeting, Rev. Steve Willis led
the group in the concluding chapters of Harold
Kushner's book Why Bad Things
Happen to Good People.
The next meeting will be held
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(Willis, continued from page one)
like he has done this past year.
There will be more information to come on what to
expect about worship inside the sanctuary on July
18th. The session and I are still getting our heads
around what we all need to know before we reenter
the sanctuary together. I certainly welcome your
input if there is anything you would like to share
with me about it. I will be reminding us of this every
Sunday until we make our way into the sanctuary.
Friends, this is Good News and it means that this
community, our state, our nation and world is moving out of this long wilderness of pandemic. Let me
commend you for being a faithful church during this
trying time. You found a safe and
effective way to worship together. You
supported one another. You rallied to
the aid of those who have been sick and tended to
the sorrows of those who have lost loved ones. You
have reached beyond the fellowship that you share
at Hebron to neighbors in need in this community
and beyond. This is all to say again that you have
been a faithful church during this trying time. This
should never be underestimated.
May God give us wisdom and patience as we continue to make our way forward.
Peace,

Steve
Rev. Steve Willis

Help Wanted:
Administrative Assistant
Hebron Church is seeking an administrative
assistant for twenty (20) hours per week.
If you or someone you know may be
interested in this position, please contact
Theresa Moore at 540-448-0335 or
tmoore8462@gmail.com for more information.

Hebron Congratulates
College and High School Graduates
Hebron congratulates Anna Rose Cahill and David
Brockman Moore upon their completion of their college undergraduate studies during the month of
May. Anna graduated from Eastern Mennonite University on May 9 with a Bachelor of Science in
Psychology and a Bachelor of Science in
Writing Studies with an English minor.
Anna is the daughter of Stephen and Nicola Cahill and has been accepted at Eastern Mennonite University to continue her studies in Masters of
Arts in Counseling .
On May 22, Brock graduated from the University
of Virginia with a Bachelor of Arts degree in American Government and Politics. He is the son of David
and Theresa Moore and will be moving to Richmond
in June to pursue future career options.
Also, we recognize Merrill Catherine (Cate) Willis,
daughter of Rev. Steve and Amy Willis, upon her
graduation from Liberty High School. Cate will be
attending the University of Lynchburg in the fall,
majoring in History and Classical Studies.
We wish these young adults the very best in their
lives and future endeavors.
"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the
Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future." (Jeremiah
29:11, NIV)

Vacation Time
Rev. Willis will be on vacation the Sundays of July
4 and July 11. The Worship Committee has invited
the Rev. Malcolm Brownlee to fill the pulpit on
Sunday, July 4 and Mark Wilson to supply on Sunday, July 11. We welcome both of these speakers as
our guests and wish Rev. Willis a
relaxing time away with many rounds
of golf and a hole in one to boot.
Sunday, July 11 will be a service “in the grove”
with Lemonade on the Lawn to follow.
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SAVE THE DATES!
Heritage Sunday 2021
Celebrating 275 Years
Worship and Luncheon
October 10, 2021
Special Fire Pit Picnic Event
Saturday, September 25, 2021
5:00-7:30 P.M.
More information to follow!

Thanks to Our Work Crew!
On Saturday, May 8, Hebron members arrived
about 8:00 A.M. to work both inside and outside
cleaning and tidying the church building and
grounds. The twenty-four workers came with their
tractors, trucks, rakes, chainsaws,
buckets, cloths, and rags to give
the property a much needed face
lift. While fifteen of the crew cut trees, picked up
fallen branches and sticks, raked leaves and debris,
leveled piles of dirt, cleaned out the fire pit area, and
surveyed the cemetery for debris, another nine
washed windows in the Fellowship Hall, cleaned out
debris in the manse, and decluttered rooms in the
Educational Building. The crew took breaks to revive
themselves with coffee, juice, donuts, and sweet
pastries from time to time. There are still many projects that need to be done, but this day was not only
a work success but a social success after being confined due to the pandemic.
Thanks to Billie Banks, Brad and Liz Brown,
Charles Buchanan, Mark Buchanan, Hannah Bush,
Bob Christian, Tom and Jan Cook, Gibby Crummett,
Ellen Desper, John and Denise Lyle, Larry and Gail
Mayer, David and Theresa Moore, Stan Pack, Phil
Sieck, Lina Smith, Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle, and
Guy and Joan Wright for their work.

HEBRON CHURCH DEDICATED
A BEAUTIFUL BUILDING-GREAT CROWDIMPRESSIVE EXERCISE
A FEAST UNDER THE TREES, ETC
Editor’s Note-On January 31, 1900, the Hebron
sanctuary was destroyed by fire. For the next sixteen months, the congregation worked with architect T.J. Collins to rebuild the present sanctuary.
The following is an account of the dedication service
of the new building on June 9, 1901— 120 years
ago, by the Staunton paper.
Long before eleven o'clock Last Sunday, every
hitching place for horses and carriages in the large
oak grove around the new church at Hebron was
filled, and all were stopped at the pastor's grass lot
east of the cemetery and turned in there, and still
the carriages rolled in from every direction in a long
procession, coming by every road, all converging to
the one point, Hebron Church.
By 11 o'clock, there was a regular crush in the
church, chairs blocked the aisles and space around
the pulpit, the doorways were filled with standing
groups and hundreds remained outside. Hebron
never saw, perhaps, a larger and more interested
and sympathetic crowd, and it must have been
gratifying indeed to the Hebronites to know that
they had so many friends from every section of the
County who came to rejoice with
them over the restoration of their
church home and the comfort and
elegance of the new one. There was
a delegation from every Presbyterian Church in
Staunton and Augusta County I think, as well as others, and from reports afterwards the congregations
of the First and Second Churches showed plainly the
draught that the unusual occasion made upon
them.
DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING
The inside of the building presented an interesting spectacle as I looked over the great congregation of well dressed, devout people, and the
church so handsome in its finished beauty of
4

proportion and adornment. The predominating color of walls is a light buff, the finishing is of yellow
pine highly polished, the curved seats of heavy oak,
handsome and exceedingly comfortable. The massive fluted pillars support the lofty ceiling which is
tastefully ornamented with carved railing work and
the gallery roomy and gracefully curving over the
entrance, is ornamental as well as useful. Behind
the pulpit, a heavy arch of light colored wood corresponding to the tint of the walls and ceiling, forms a
pretty recess over the ministers seat, while the pulpit is furnished with a handsome desk and oak
chairs, finished in green plush. A large and handsome Bible, the gift of Capt. H.M. McIlhany, rests
upon the desk, and rich silver collection plates, the
gift of H.L. Lang, glitter upon the pretty communion
table. The costly stained glass windows,
one large circular one over the pulpit,
embellished with figure of a white dove
bearing a green olive branch, three
large arched ones over the entrance and handsome
church building, superior to any country church I
have seen in Virginia, a monument to the enterprise
and liberality of the congregation and reflecting
great credit upon the management and taste of the
building committee, consisting of Messrs. Howard L.
Wilson, W.A. Crawford, G. Lewis Clemmer, C.J. Koiner, John Trimble, Finley Bell, and Thos. J. Thompson.
DEDICATION SERVICE
Some minutes after the appointed time, a hush
fell over the great audience when Dr. G.B. Strickler,
the reverend professor from Union Theological Seminary, arose and announced the grand old hymn,
“All Hail the Power of Jesus Name.” The whole congregation stood and followed the choir of twenty
trained voices, in grateful song, which floated
through the open windows and found a responsive
echo in the voices and hears of the large and waiting
congregation outside. After appropriate prayer, another hymn was sung beginning with
“I love Thy Kingdom, Lord,
The House of Thine abode.”
(Dedication continued on page five column one)

(Dedication continued from page 3)
This was sung with fervor, then Dr. Strickler announced his text from John 7th Chap. and 17th v., and
followed with a grand sermon to which no report,
except a verbatim one, would do justice. At its conclusion the dedicatory prayer was fittingly and appropriately made by the pastor, Rev. Holmes Rolston, to whom so much is due in the erection of this
splendid temple of the Living God.
A LIBERAL SUBSCRIPTION
Mr. Rolston then stated that the total cost of the
church was $9,750. Of this large sum, $5,750 had
been paid, leaving a balance of $4,000 to be provided for, and an appeal would now be made to the
congregation to reduce materially that amount. Dr.
Strickler conducted the collection which followed,
and while he commended the liberality
and devotion of the people, appealed
to them to spare no effort or reasonable sacrifice to provide the necessary funds for paying for an edifice which would rank among the best
and handsomest of our churches, truly a worthy object for the exercise of liberality. In answer to his
call for pledges, in addition to what had already
been given, there were numerous handsome responses made from all over the house and
many from outside, among which were from J.C.
Coiner $300, G. Lewis Clemmer $200, Howard L. Wilson $100, John Trimble $100, Ro. L. Crawford $100,
Rev. Holmes Rolston $75, C.S. Brown $50, and a
large number of others whose names I did not catch.
A cash collection was then taken by passing around
the plates, which brought in $185. A number of little
penny bags were then handed in by the small children containing $53. The whole amount was counted up during the recess and the ladies gave an $150
additional which they had in hand, the sum total
reaching about $1900, leaving the amount of debt
on hand an easily manageable sum.
THE FEAST UNDER THE OAKS
While the deacons were counting the pelf, the
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men were discussing the sermon, the new church, the
recent rain and hail storms, and the young couples
were sitting on the stiles, discussing more important
questions still, the matrons were spreading long tables under the trees and attracting more attention
inside long glances than anything anybody else was
doing. Soon the big new bell in the church tower, for
the first time in its life, sounded for
dinner, and about 1,500 people moved
upon the commissary. The ladies surrendered to superior force, and supplies sufficient for
two full regiments, but such as old Confederate soldiers never dreamed of, were captured without the
firing of a single gun.
Where all the neighboring church detachments did
so well, it seems invidious to make any special mention, but we must refer in terms of commendation to
the “Lean Battalion” from Staunton, which successfully charged and carried every position from the fortifications near the manse gate to the redoubt on Cemetery Ridge. The gallant corps left a broad track of
devastation behind them and rested,
filled with glory—and chicken—in the
last ditch. The day was won, but the
night that followed told another tale. “And there
were seventeen baskets of fragments taken up.”
After the “battle of bones” the bell struck some familiar taps and the conquerors and the conquered, the
cause of all their contention having been
put out of sight, proceeded in peaceful
company back to the church which was
again filled to crowding, and enjoyed first
a sweet solo from Mrs. H. Jordan, of
Craigsville, “Sometime We'll Understand.” Dr. Strickler again preached a strong sermon, too good to permit the sleepy diners to nap in their comfortable
pews. The benediction and the long talked of Hebron
dedication was, at 4:30 p.m. happily ended.
TCM
(Initials are only record of the author)

HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
STATED SESSION MEETING
April 25, 2021
Present: Elders Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Joyce Obenschain, Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Sandy Showalter, Theresa
Moore, Joan Wright, Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session)
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis
A quorum was declared present.
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer at 12 Noon and offered a devotional on Jesus as The Good Shepherd.
Clerk’s Report:
Session approved the minutes of the March 25, 2021 Stated Session Meeting.
Session approved the agenda for this meeting.
Baptisms: none
Births: none
Deaths: none
New Members: none
Inactive/Transfers: none
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet showing our operating fund at $46,604.19. Also
presented was a profit and loss statement showing income to date exceeding expenses by $7,587.39.
Old Business:. After a lengthy discussion, Session approved the Summary and Interpretation of the CAT survey results..
This document was prepared by our CAT team, chaired by Anita Tuttle. We will publish it in the Newsletter and ask for
feedback through May 21. The document will then be forwarded to Presbytery for their review.
Presbytery Report: None.
Committee Reports:
 Administrative Committee (Theresa Moore)- This committee will meet on the 3rd Sunday after church.
 Christian Outreach Committee (Mike Fallin) – May 23 will be the Pentecost Offering with a certain percentage going to Valley Mission
 Congregational Life Committee (Joan Wright) -Sunday, Oct 10 will be Heritage Sunday. Two weeks prior to Heritage Sunday (Sept. 25) we will have a fire pit gathering with food and music. We are planning 3 Lemonade on the
Lawn activities on the 2nd Sunday in June, July, and August.
 Property Committee (Tom Cook) -The renters now occupy the Scout Hut. Clean-Up Day is scheduled for Saturday,
May 8. Dodson has completed a termite inspection.
 Communications Committee ( Doug Trimble)- Easter photos have been posted on the website. Clean-Up Day has
been posted on the website. Doug handed out a chart of Website activity from Jan 1 through April 21 showing a
total of 2,600 hits.
 Worship Committee (Theresa Moore) – Supply preaching has been arranged during Steve’s vacation as follows:
July 4 – Rev. Malcolm Brownlee
July 11- Mark Wilson
 Moderator’s Report: Steve has gotten both vaccine shots and will begin limited visitation to members in May.
Joys and Concerns:
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and individual prayer.
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator at 12:55 PM.
Approved____________________
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_____________________
Alan L. Mayer
Clerk of Session

June 2021
Hebron Presbyterian Church
Worship 11:00 A.M.
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HEBRON HeRALD
Hebron Presbyterian Church
423 Hebron Road
Staunton, VA 24401
Church Office: (540) 885-1648
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com
Website: www.hebronpc.com
Ministries available to all ages
Sunday School 9:55 A.M.
Morning Worship 11:00 A.M.
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis
Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright

PW Yard Sale-August 27-28!
For Sale: Pool Noodles
Brad Brown
Lacee Moyer
Duane Dean
Paul Ratliff
Jack Kirtley
Junior Gilmer

4
5
7
10
13
14

Simon Willard
Tara Cahill
Antonia Hutchens
Peggy Puffenberger
Taylor McNeal
Mildred Brown

Anniversaries
Philip and Martha Sieck
Jon and Meredith Arneson
Guy and Joan Wright
Scott and Julia Martin
Herman and Nancy Knight
Frank and Elaine Wyche
8

4
17
19
21
22
28

14
15
15
24
29
29

While cleaning out one of the upstairs
classrooms, the ladies found a number of
very slightly used pool noodles in various
colors and sizes. If you are interested in
purchasing a noodle or two for your summer pool
enjoyment, please contact Hannah or Joan. We
thought a fair price would be $1.00 a noodle of your
choice.

SACRA Update For May
For the month of May, Hebron members donated
19 food items to the SACRA food bank. Please continue to bring canned and boxed food each Sunday.
or you may drop off food in the Educational Building
Monday through Friday during office hours.

