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                                     From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Friends, 

The Easter season is such a wonderful part of the 

year, especially if you live in Virginia.  We are fortu-

nate to have Eastertide coincide with the fireworks 

of nature’s spring blooms exploding all around us.  

How good it is to enjoy the warmth and sunshine of 

Sunday morning’s drive-in service, after such a long 

and difficult winter.  As more and more folks are 

vaccinated, we are beginning to feel the weight of 

this past year slowly lifting off our shoulders. 
 

This beautiful weather and the growing list of the 

vaccinated brings up an obvious question.  When 

will we return to the sanctuary?  I do 

not know the answer to when we will 

be back in the sanctuary yet.  The ses-

sion does not know the answer yet.  It 

would be a shame after being so diligent and care-

ful, for over a year, to rush into a mistake.  But the 

session is working to discern what is best for the 

congregation as a whole.  That is faithful work, but 

sometimes it takes a lot of patience, and it is not 

easy. 
 

Thank you and congratulations to the CAT team 

(that stands for Church Assessment Tool, the survey 

from Holy Cow Consulting) for completing our 

church survey during a pandemic!  Completing the 

CAT is part of the process required by Shenandoah 

Presbytery in preparing to call a new pastor.  In this 

newsletter you will find a summary (approved by 

session) about the observations that were taken 

from the CAT survey.  Please read the summary.  

We will hear from the CAT team during Sunday wor-

ship early in May.  If you have anything else to con-

tribute or share, the session welcomes your input.  

The summary will be sent into the Committee on  
 

Pastoral Transition of the presbytery for approval.  

 

 Just a couple of other session items that are useful 

to know.  Last month the session approved a simpli-

fied committee structure of six committees, a little 

less than before.  The purpose of the new com-

mittee structure was primarily to keep committee 

work from overlapping.  The new committees are 

the: Administration, Christian Outreach, Congrega-

tional Life, Property, Communications, and Worship 

committees.  The session through its committees is 

also at work to highlight the 275th Anniversary of 

Hebron Presbyterian Church.  This is the 275th year 

of Hebron’s mission and witness in this beautiful 

part of the Shenandoah Valley.   Mark your calendar  

for Heritage Sunday on October 10.  A special  fire 

pit event will be held Saturday, September 25. 
 

Finally, I am really looking forward to April 30th be-

cause it marks the two week point after my second 

Moderna vaccine.  This means that come 

May 1,  I am planning to resume pastoral 

ministry in person and not just over the 

telephone.  I plan to return to visiting in assisted liv-

ing, nursing facilities, and hospitals with the Hebron 

family as those facilities are willing.  And I will be do-

ing some home visitation as well.  Now, everyone is 

at a different place with how comfortable they feel 

about being around other people right now.  I am 

sure this will be true for some time to come.  You 

may welcome a pastoral visit at home, and that is 

just fine.  You may not welcome a pastoral visit at 

home, and that too is just fine.  You should feel free 

to ask me to drop by for a visit.  And you should feel 

free to say that you are not ready for a pastoral              

(Willis continued on page three column two) 
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     The Session, Interim Pastor Steve Willis, and the 

CAT team met with Hebron’s CAT consultant from 

Shenandoah Presbytery, Linda Bradley, after worship 

on Sunday, April 11, 2021.  Holy Cow Consulting had 

previously sent the results of the survey, 

concluded on January 29, 2021, to Ms. 

Bradley for interpretation.  Following the 

distribution of this summary to the Hebron 

Congregation in the May 2021 edition of the Hebron 

Herald, the CAT Team will receive feedback from the 

congregation through May 21.* The response of the 

congregation will be included in a summary report to 

the Shenandoah Presbytery Committee on Pastoral 

Transition in time for their meeting on    Tuesday, 

June 1.  These are the necessary steps prior to the 

appointment of Hebron’s Pastor Nominating Com-

mittee. 

Survey Participation: 

 100 paper copies of the survey were distributed 

to the congregation 

 19 paper copies returned to the CAT team for on-

line entry 

 21 congregation members submitted the survey 

on-line themselves 

 

Top 5 Identified Critical Abilities for the Next Pastor 

(in order of importance) 

 Preaching 

 Pastoral care 

 Strategic leadership 

 Negotiate/ resolve conflict 

 Teaching/ training 

     Survey respondents indicated certain focal areas 

from which their satisfaction with the church is de-

rived.  Hebron’s congregation desires a sermon that 

engages people with a message that enriches their 

lives in the world.  We also want a Pastor who is able 

to articulate a clear vision for the church and keep it  

in front of us in a compelling way.  Results of the 

survey indicate that without that clarity, the energy 

of church members may have become diffused and 

spent in going different ways. Thirty-five percent of 

respondents believe there is too much conflict with-

in our church.  Congregants believe the church 

should be able to change programming as needed 

to meet members’ changing needs. The congrega-

tion is also focused on being cared for by the Pastor 

and members of the church during times of person-

al need.  Still important, but somewhat less so, Heb-

ron wants a Pastor who is able to bring out the best 

in each of us.  Survey respondents indicated our for-

mer Pastor fell short on some of the things most 

important to us.  On a more positive note, over 75%

of us often leave worship energized and inspired! 

 

Congregational Priorities Needing More Energy Going 

Forward (Top 5) 

 Develop and implement a comprehensive strate-

gy to reach new people and incorporate them 

into the life of the church 

 Make necessary changes to attract families with 

children and youth to our church 

 Provide more opportunities for Christian educa-

tion and spiritual formation at every age and 

stage of life 

 Deepen our sense of connection to God and one 

another through stronger worship services 

 Work to renew and revitalize the community 

around the church by building coalitions with 

partners 

 

     Hebron identifies as a conservative, settled con-

gregation.  We are firm in our faith, and that’s some-

thing to be proud of.  But we may need to explore 

the possibilities of being more adaptable in order to 

reach a wider segment of our community while 

maintaining our traditional theology.  One other    

(CAT continued on page three column one) 

Summary and Interpretation of the Congregational Assessment Tool 

Presented to the Congregation of Hebron Presbyterian Church 
By the Session and CAT Team 
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Spring Clean-Up Day 

     The church will hold a spring clean-up day on 

May 8 beginning at 8:00 A.M.  We need both men 

and women to help as there are chores to be com-

pleted both inside as well as outside.  Everyone is 

invited so bring your work gloves and tools to help 

as long as you can.  There is a good chance 

that coffee and donuts will be available! 

 

(CAT continued from page two, column two) 

 tradition we want to keep?  Ninety percent ranked 

music (hymns and choral music) as our favorite ele-

ment of the worship service besides a good sermon.       

     The survey also showed that 60% of our congre-

gation DOES NOT volunteer any time in the commu-

nity outside of church-sponsored activities.  Perhaps 

there is an opportunity for us to reach younger fami-

lies by spending more time with them in community 

service.  Over 90% of respondents said change is  

going to be needed to realize our vision for the 

church (substantial- 21%, moderate- 46%, some- 

26%).  We already know we can change.  When the 

pandemic hit, we shifted to drive-in worship services 

– and our average Sunday attendance has increased!  

Session has already discussed continuing our FM 

broadcast even after we return to the sanctuary.  A 

large majority of the congregation also believes our 

communication through our newsletter, website, 

emails, and other print material is very effective in 

helping members know how they can contribute to 

fulfilling the church’s mission. 

     As we enter the next phase in the long life of Heb-

ron Presbyterian Church, we are proud of our 

strengths and connections.  We recognize that 

changes are needed so that we can reach the goals 

we have set.  We know that with God’s grace and 

help, there is no limit to what we can accomplish for 

Him. 

     *Please direct written feedback/comments to 

Anita Tuttle, 1026 Lyndhurst Road, Waynesboro, VA 

22980 or via email at tutan29@gmail.com 

(Willis continued from page one) 

visit if I call or ask you about it at the drive-in service.  

Either of these responses I think are perfectly under-

standable.  We are still making our way out of this 

strange pandemic wilderness.  We will be for some 

time to come.  There is no manual for exactly how to 

do it.  But the session will be praying for wisdom and 

listening to advice for discerning the way forward.  I 

hope that you will pray for the session and 

the congregation as well.  Thankfully, it is 

Eastertide, and we remember that the ris-

en Christ is going before us to prepare the 

way. 

       

  Peace, 

  Steve     

  Rev. Steve Willis 

Pentecost and Trinity Sundays 

 
     Pentecost Sunday,  May 23, is celebrated  

on the 50th day after Easter on which the  

church focuses on God the Holy Spirit.   On this Sun-

day, Hebron will collect the Pentecost offering which 

helps the church encourage, develop, and also ad-

dress the needs of at-risk children.  Forty percent of 

this offering is retained by the congregation wanting 

to make an impact for young people in the local com-

munity.  This year Hebron will support the youth at 

Valley Mission.       

     Trinity Sunday, May 30, is the first Sunday after 

Pentecost in which we celebrate the Christian              

                     doctrine of the Trinity, the three persons      

                     of God:  the Father, the Son, and the  

                     Holy Spirit.  Hebron will  observe holy 

communion at our drive-in service that day.  Greeters 

will distribute the elements at the point of entry.  

Participants will hold them until Rev. Willis indicates 

the time to partake. 
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John  Brown  

of Brown’s Meeting House 
     In 1736, William Beverley received a land grant of 

118,941 acres in Augusta County from the colonial 

government of Virginia.  Shortly afterwards, Beverley 

began selling and leasing tracts of land to the con-

stant flow of Scots-Irish and German immigrants en-

tering the western frontier of Virginia.            

     During this period in Virginia, the only legal church 

was the Anglican church.  The Scots-Irish Presbyteri-

ans were determined to worship as they pleased  and 

called their places of worship “meeting 

houses” rather than churches.  The Royal 

Governor accepted their ways and their 

religion in the frontier as they provided a buffer 

against the French and Indians and preserved a dom-

inant British influence.   

     North Mountain Meeting House, formed by John 

Blair had members of both the “Old Side” and “New 

Side”  theologies.  For this reason as well as geo-

graphical convenience, several families loyal to the 

Old Side left the meeting house on the Middlebrook 

Road and established their own meeting house on 

the present site of Hebron Church.  This group was 

led by Major John Brown, a farmer who lived on land 

just west of the new meeting house location.   On 

February 16, 1748, the Augusta County Court ruled 

that “On the motion of James Bell and others it is or-

dered that the Meeting House near John Browns be 

received as a place of worship.” 

    John and Margaret Brown probably arrived in Au-

gusta County prior to 1740.  His family consisted of 

four sons  and a daughter.  The Beverley Patent land 

grant given to William Beverley  shows that Brown 

bought 310 acres of land in 1748 and another plot of 

100 acres somewhat east of the first plot in 1765.  He 

continued to buy and sell real estate in the area.   

Two of Brown’s sons built the nearby stone Hessian 

houses “Grey Gables” and “Steinhouse”, and yet  

 

another son built a home that remains in the Brown 

family today.   

     Brown was among the first group of men to be 

sworn in as justices of the peace in Augusta County.   

In  August, 1752, he was commissioned as “Major of 

Horse”.  Records show he and other neighbors pro-

vided and guarded provisions for the local 

militia during the French and Indian War of 

1754-1763.        

     It was not unusual for William Beverley to allow 

settlers to build “meeting houses” on his land.  The 

North Mountain Meeting House congregants wor-

shipped on Beverley’s grant for approximately eight 

years before Major John Willson bought the land 

that it occupied in 1749.  Brown’s Meeting House, 

constructed of log, was built on land also owned by 

Beverley.  Major Brown did not actually purchase 

the land that the new meeting house sat on until 

1765 when he purchased the 100 acre plot where 

Hebron is located today.  A stone church on the 

same site eventually replaced the one of log.  In 

March, 1768, John and Margaret Brown deeded two 

acres containing the  stone meeting house to the 

church commissioners. 

    The congregation continued to grow as new peo-

ple settled in the surrounding area and  eventually 

made a request for a full time pastor.  In 1766, the 

Rev. Charles Cummings accepted a call to Brown’s as 

the first full time minister.  But after six years, Cum-

mings resigned as the congregation could not finan-

cially support him.   

     For approximately eighty-two years, the church 

was called Brown’s.  In 1827-28, the congregation 

changed its name to Hebron upon completion of a 

new brick sanctuary.  The name chosen 

was the name of King David’s first kingdom

-a city of refuge for the persecuted and the 

place Abraham purchased for his family’s 

burial site.     
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Presbyterian  Women’s Directory 
2021 

Officers: 
Co-Chair:          Sandy Showalter      886-8045 
Co-chair:          Joan C. Wright       886-0864 
Treasurer:          Donna Kirtley       886-2653 
Asst. Treasurer:        Catherine McNeal   280-0695 
Secretary:           Joyce Coleman      885-0997 
Committee Chairs: 
Birthday and             
Mission Program:     Martha Sieck           885-7943 
Celebration of Life:  Ellen Desper    434-981-0364 
Compassion:           Joan C. Wright      886-0864 
Evening of   
Comfort and Joy :    Donna Kirtley      886-2653 
Flower:           Gail Mayer      885-6984 
Historian:          Meredith Arneson   337-8097 
Kitchen:          Joan Wright              886-0864 
Lagniappe:          Donna Kirtley           886-2653 
Prayer Circle:          Mildred Ruleman     886-6793 
Memorial Book:       Church Secretary     885-1648 
Social:           Maxine Carpenter    886-1941 
Sunnyside &               
Links of Love:          Martha Sieck             885-7943 
Yard Sale:          Betty Piner       946-6823 

  

Thank you, Martha Moore! 
     The Congregational Life Committee wants to 

thank Miss Martha Moore and her kindergarten 

class at Craigsville Elementary School for the very 

special Easter cards they designed that 

were sent with “goodies” to our shut-

ins.  We received so many wonderful 

comments about their super art work and unique 

verses.  Thanks, Martha and students, for helping  

make Easter a fun time  for our Hebron members! 

Check Out Our Website! 

    Did you know that if you miss one of our drive-in 

worship services that you might be able to hear Rev. 

Willis’ Sunday morning message,  read the latest bul-

letin, read the monthly newsletter, or check the cal-

endar of events?  In an effort to make the website 

more relevant,  Doug Trimble, webmaster,  Joan 

Wright, newsletter editor, Hannah Bush and Joann 

Weikert, bulletin composers, and Meredith Arneson, 

Facebook administrator, are working to keep mem-

bers and non-members informed on the happenings 

of Hebron electronically.   One feature that Doug has 

employed is taping the full sermons of Rev. Willis 

along with an excerpt from that week’s message.    

     Just go to your address bar and type in 

https:\\www.hebronpc.com.  This will 

take you to our webpage.  You will see 

several oblong boxes on the right side of the screen 

labeled newsletter, bulletins and online sermons.  

Choose one of the boxes,  and click on the name.  

Then, you will be directed to a date of a newsletter, 

bulletin,  sermon, or sermon excerpt you wish to ex-

amine or hear and click again.  If you wish to hear a 

sermon or excerpt, make sure you have your com-

puter’s sound on!   

     We are working on updates so bear with us as we 

edit some of our website information. 

PW Scheduled Meeting 

     The Hebron PW will have a scheduled meeting on 

Tuesday, May 11 at 1:30 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall.  

After a business meeting, Rev. Steve Willis will lead a 

discussion on the last four chapters of 

our book When Bad Things Happen to 

Good People.  

Upper Room Subscriptions 

     Donna Kirtley will be taking new and renewal 

subscriptions for the Upper Room daily devotional 

through May 16.   The cost is $7.40 for 

the year.  Please make checks payable 

to the Presbyterian Women.  Booklets will be sent 

to the church, and Donna will make sure you re-

ceive your copy. 
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
STATED SESSION MEETING 

March 25, 2021 
 

Present:  Elders Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Joyce Obenschain, Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Sandy Showalter, Theresa Moore,  
Joan Wright 
Larry Mayer (Clerk of Session) 
Excused:, Doug Trimble, Anita Tuttle 
Guests: Hannah Bush (Treasurer)  
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis 
A quorum was declared present.  
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and a reading from  “Imagining The Small Church” by Steve Willis with the empha-
sis on simplicity. 
Clerk’s Report: 
Session approved the minutes of the February 25, 2021 Stated Session Meeting. 
Session approved the minutes of the March 14, 2021 Called Meeting. 

Session approved the agenda for this meeting. 
Baptisms: none               Births: none               New Members: none                Inactive/Transfers: none 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Hannah Bush presented the following:  

The balance sheet as of March 25, 2021 showing the Operating Fund balance of $43,309.14 
The Hebron Operations Budget for 2021 showing estimated expenses exceeding estimated income by –($1,571). Session 

adopted the budget. 
Old Business:. None  
Presbytery Report: None. 
Committee Reports:         

 CAT Committee (Anita Tuttle)  The results of the CAT survey will be presented to Session after church on Sunday, April 11, 
2021. 

 Cemetery-(Tom Cook ,Gail Mayer)-  No report 

 Christian Ed. – Session approved the application for the Shenandoah Presbytery Scholarship by Tara Cahill. 

 Commitment/Witness-(Mike Fallin) -  No report. 

 Congregational Ministries- Mike Fallin.- Birthday cards continue to be sent out. 

 Fellowship/Service-(Anita Tuttle) –Easter gifts are being sent out to our shut-in folks. The committee is planning a spring 
        picnic. Details to come later. 

 Personnel-(Theresa Moore)-  No report. 

 Property-(Tom Cook)- Cleanup and repairs are being completed at the Scout Hut in preparation for renting it this summer. 

 Stewardship/Finance-(Hannah Bush) – No report. 

 Worship ( Theresa Moore )- No report. 

 Website- (Doug Trimble)- no report 
 Women of the Church (Sandy Showalter) –Highlights of the Women’s March 9, 2021 meeting are as follows: 

Joan Wright has volunteered to assist Sandy with leadership of the committee. 
The yard sale will not be held this spring due to  COVID concerns. It may be possible to hold a late summer sale. 
The Women will resume meeting nine times a year. 
A vertical banner has been ordered and will be installed in front of the church. 
The monthly WORD cards that have been placed in the bulletins will be discontinued May 1. 
The “Reverse Advent Food Box” project will be repeated again this year. 

Moderator’s Report: - Elder training was completed. Ideas are needed to celebrate Hebron’s 275th anniversary. We will need a 
committee to handle the detailed planning. Steve will be on vacation June 28 through July 11 this year. 
 New Business: A proposed new committee structure was adopted by Session (See attached). Session will begin meeting after wor-
ship on the 4th Sunday each month. 
 Next Stated Session Meeting – Sunday, April 25 after worship in the fellowship hall. 
Joys and Concerns: 
The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator and Session for corpo-
rate and individual prayer.  
The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator at 8:25 PM. 
Approved____________________                                         _____________________ 
                                                                                                 Alan L. Mayer 
                                                                                                 Clerk of Session 
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May 2021 
Hebron Presbyterian Church 

Worship 11 A.M. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
May Day 

2 
Drive-in  

Worship 

 

3 4 5 
 

6 
Nurse’s Day 

7 8 
Spring  

Clean-Up 

8:00 A.M. 

9 
Drive-in 

Worship 

 

10 11 
PW Meeting  

1:30 P.M. 

12 13 14 15 

16 
Drive-in  

Worship 

Admin. Com. 

Mtg.  

12:00 P.M. 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
 

23 
Pentecost 

Session Mtg. 

12:00 P.M. 

30 
Trinity Sunday 

Communion 

24 

 
 

31 

25 26 27 28 
 National 

Hamburger 

Day 

29 
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 HEBRON HeRALD 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
423 Hebron Road 
Staunton, VA 24401 
Church Office: (540) 885-1648 
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 
Website: www.hebronpc.com 
Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School  9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship 11:00 A.M. 
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

Address and Phone Updates 

Janet D. Wiseman            

Royal Care             

54 Imperial Drive            

Staunton, VA 24401    Hilda Dundas 

Phone:  540-885-6490 Phone:  540-941-3266 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Cahill  1          John Lyle         11 

Evelyn Whitmore 1          Donna Moyer           14 

Tim Shull  1          Andrew Rathburn    15         

Linda Harvey  2          Janet Wiseman        16 

Isabel Rathburn 3 Donna Riley             17 

Conor Cahill  5 Andrew Wyche       19 

Kaitlyn Moyer  5 Carol Ratliff         19 

Allen Martin  9 Doug Trimble          21 

Kayden Moore              9 Stephen Cahill         21 

                            Laurel Johnson        23 

May Anniversaries 

 

Larry and Gail Mayer      May 18 

     

A Note From SACRA 
   February 24, 2021 

     On behalf of SACRA, we wish to thank the mem-

bers of Hebron Presbyterian Church for their gener-

ous donations of many, many bags of groceries and 

other items.  SACRA would not be able to fulfill its 

mission in our community without the generous and 

caring support of donors such as you and  

your congregation.   

     May God bless you for your generosity. 

   Dottie Orndorff 

   SACRA Volunteer 

*Note:  In April, Hebron delivered 57 canned and 

boxed items to SACRA. 

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com

