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 HERALD 

Dear Friends, 

The time that I have spent with you so far 

since mid-July has been during what the 

church calendar calls Ordinary Time. This is a 

church season that usually escapes most folk’s 

notice because it seems so, well, ordinary. But 

Ordinary Time is a season which will run 

through the fall until the beginning of Advent, 

a church season that may sound more familiar. 

On the one hand being in Ordinary Time dur-

ing a pandemic might sound strange. This is 

not an ordinary time because we haven’t had 

a viral outbreak like this since the 1918 Span-

ish Flu. On the other hand, the pandemic has 

limited and stopped many of the special occa-

sions of life. People have cancelled trips and 

postponed weddings. Amy and I haven’t been 

out for dinner at a restaurant since early 

March. Most people have a lot more ordinary 

time around the house than usual. 

I am grateful for a church season that high-

lights the importance of ordinary time and re-

minds us that ordinary time is sacred time. We 

do not have to wait until Christmas or Easter 

to be living through a holy season. Our particu-

lar church tradition has emphasized that all of 

life is sacred when lived with faith, hope and 

love. Let me share a story which illustrates 

how this is true in a practical way. 

Several years ago a young woman named 

Andi demonstrated for me the holy purposes 

of ordinary things.  Andi was a grown daughter 

of the church, and she was home for winter 

break.  She was studying art in Florence, Italy 

for the year.  But she was home with family 

(Continued from column 1) 

amidst the farmers, teachers, and 

ordinary folks of Pulaski County, 

Virginia.  I walked into the church 

kitchen to brew a cup of tea to 

find Andi washing the dishes. 

It was a chilly late Sunday afternoon and the 

church had just buried Roy Cash and provided the 

grace of a meal and company for his family after the 

service.  Andi was helping clean up as she scrubbed 

a pot.  It brought a smile to my face and I said, “It 

doesn’t take long to get put back to work when you 

come home from Florence.”  Andi laughed and nod-

ded her head. But then she spoke genuinely and 

honestly of how pleased she was being back with 

this community and able to do something that she 

once took for granted.  She was perfectly in the mo-

ment and grateful to be offering a simple gesture of 

hospitality by washing the dishes after a neighbor’s 

funeral. 

Later as I steered my car down the gravel church 

drive, I tried to remember a quote from the old New 

England Puritan minister Cotton Mather.  I had to 

look it up when I got home. Way back in the late 

17th century Mather wrote,  “… if we compare 

worke to worke, there is a difference betwixt wash-

ing of dishes, and preaching the word of God: but as 

touching to please God none at all.” This old tradi-

tional Calvinist  notion means that washing dishes 

can be just as sacred as preaching because God is  

present everywhere.  The trouble is that I am not 

usually looking for God when I am washing dishes. A 

church season that is devoted to Ordinary Time is   
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PW Has Rich History-The Beginning  

The Presbyterian Women of Hebron Church 

has been in existence for almost 150 years, 

serving the congregation in a number of ways 

since its beginnings.  There is speculation that 

some sort of organization existed when Rev. 

Solomon Love served at Hebron. from 1842 to 

1858.  However,  nothing is known of its name 

or nature.   

    Southern Presbytery records 

show that women were doing 

church work through various 

“female societies” since 1816.  As 

the women’s movement grew,  

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church  recognized the worth and work of the 

women’s  societies. In its churches.   In 1878, It 

called for churches that had no  societies to or-

ganize them for the causes of foreign missions. 

The Hebron “Ladies Aid Society “ organized  

in 1878 .  The purpose of the women’s group 

was thus:  “The Ladies of Hebron Congregation, 

desiring to be useful in working for the Master,  

agree to form themselves into a society to be 

called “The Ladies Aid Society  of Hebron 

Church.’  The object of the society shall be to 

collect money to be applied in advancing the 

Kingdom of Christ.  The gifts shall be free will 

offerings  according to the several abilities of 

the members.  The money shall be applied to 

whatever special object the majority of the 

members may decide from time to time.  The 

gifts shall be made monthly.  The officers shall 

be President and Secretary-Treasurer and shall  

be elected annually.  The society shall meet 

monthly and report progress and apply funds.”   

According to The History of Hebron Presby-

terian Church Bicentennial Edition 1746-1946,  
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                    (PW Continued from column one) 

these resourceful women even had a plan as to how 

money was to be raised to support their causes.  “The 

plan of the society is that each member shall sub-

scribe ten cents per month to be paid by sale of eggs 

or chickens.  Each member is to have 

one hen to be called her ‘society hen’ 

and must guarantee this hen to pro-

duce ten cents a month in eggs or 

chickens,  or she, (the hen)  is to be 

sold and another put in her place. “  

Not until 1886 do continuous minutes of the 

group exist when the society  reorganized. For the 

purpose of “raising of money chiefly for congregation-

al purposes and missionaries.’  The women were di-

vided  into nine sections with one person serving as a 

“collector”.  These nine sections were most likely the 

beginnings of “circles” that the PW is familiar with 

today.   

The society met at the old manse or Swoope 

Chapel.  Rev. J.E. Booker (1887-1900) served as presi-

dent until he wished to resign.  The society then elect-

ed Mrs. Booker to take his place, but he continued to 

attend all meetings. 

As money was collected, it was distributed to 

causes:  $3.00 for cleaning the cemetery;  $3.50 for 

whitewashing the manse;  purchasing stoves.  In 

March, 1888, the women made seventeen aprons and 

realized $5.00.  Projects included making clothes for 

needy children at a cost of $2.60.  They contributed 

$10 to clean the cemetery, bought a lock for Swoope 

Chapel, purchased chairs for the Session House  

(located on the east side of the church building) at a 

cost of $3.75 total, and spent  fifty cents for white-

washing the Session House.   In December of that 

year, the society donated $100 to “home missions.”  

Eventually, the women of the Hebron’s Ladies Aid So-

ciety realized they needed to develop substantial fund

-raising projects to benefit their causes.  

                          (To be continued next month) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
Dana Christian   September   1 

Betty Piner    September   2 

John Puffenberger   September   8 

Betty C. Whitmore   September   9 

Catherine S. McNeal   September 12 

Pam Shiflet    September 18 

Maxine Carpenter   September 22 

Richard Miller    September 23 

'Aine Waller    September 27 

 

  

            Happy Anniversary to… 

         Jim and Louise McGavock on  

               September 21.   

PW to Hold First Meeting of the Year 
     The Presbyterian Women will hold its first meeting 

of the 202-21 year on September 8, at 1:30 P.M. in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The business part of the meeting will 

include several topics for a decision and some infor-

mational items.  The Rev. Steve Willis will be our hon-

orary guest and present the BIble lesson.   

     We will practice safety guidelines by wearing a 

mask and social distancing six feet apart.  If the weath-

er cooperates, we may move chairs outside and meet 

on the parking lot since the experts tell us being out-

side is safer than in an enclosed area.  We hope that 

many of you will attend including some women who 

have not attended before due to work or other com-

mitments that may not be ongoing at this time.  How-

ever,  we realize that everyone has their individual 

comfort level for safety during this pandemic so 

please do no attend if you ae uncomfortable for your 

safety.   

 

         (Pastor, continued from page one) 

Is meant to encourage Christians to look for God 

in ordinary life.   

Doug Ottati was one of my professors at Un-

ion Theological Seminary in Richmond. In his 

book Reforming Protestantism , he writes, “The 

spiritual is not a life apart, but rather, a quality 

of all living that both forms ordinary life and 

comes to expression in it.  Ordinary life is not 

spiritually inert.  Actually, our everyday con-

verse with others in the world draws out and 

forms the spiritual quality of all living.  Properly 

understood and properly reformed, the ordinary 

is spiritual and the spiritual is ordinary.  The spir-

itual sanctifies the ordinary and the ordinary 

disciplines the spiritual.” 

That ordinary time is holy time should be 

good news to us especially right now. God is al-

ways present with us. Even when we are tired of 

wearing masks in public, even when we are frus-

trated because we cannot do the special things 

to which we are accustomed and even when 

(especially when) we feel alone and isolated – in 

all of this and more - God is with us. May God 

use this time to help us attend to what is ordi-

nary so that we may rediscover that God makes 

life sacred. 

  Peace, 

  Rev. Steve Willis 

Presbyterian Women Horizons Bible Study 

Into the Light: 

Finding Hope in Prayers of Lament 

By Zoom-contact shenpres@shenpres.org 

Presbytery office will send out Zoom invitation 

For leaders of circles and anyone who wants to 

learn more! 
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Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School, 9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship, 11:00 A.M. 
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

September Elder of the Month 

       The Elder of the Month for  

September is Joyce Obenschain. 

 You may contact Joyce at 540-

887-1292 if you need to speak to someone in 

an emergency when Rev. Willis is not available 

or the church office is closed.   

     We thank Bob Christian for his service dur-

ing the month of August.  The elders are ro-

tating on a monthly basis to assist the congre-

gation when there is a special need in which 

the church can be of service to a member or 

family.     

Thanks For the Garden Blessings 

     The Fellowship Committee thanks those who 

shared their garden produce for the last few months.  

The congregation has enjoyed the tomatoes out of 

Jim and Louise McGavock’s garden and cucumbers 

and squash from Larry and Gail Mayer.   

     Gathering at the Garden Blessings area has also 

been a social outlet after church these 

last few weeks. So we indeed thank the 

McGavocks and Mayers for the joy they 

have shared.   We will continue our 

“garden blessings” until our gardens 

have depleted. 

School Supply Update 

       Since August 9, the congregation has col-

lected  and delivered 139 items for the Valley 

Mission After School program.  David and Joyce 

Obenschain  made the first delivery of supplies 

on August  17 , and the Christian Education 

Committee will continue collecting  items for 

the Mission throughout the year.  The  response 

from the congregation has been phenomenal.   

Items can still be dropped in 

the collection bin or at the 

office during the week.  Mone-

tary donations are welcomed. 

Presbytery Training 
Preaching for Ruling Elders 

September 14, 21, and 28   7:00 P.M. 

 Your phone rings early Sunday morning:  Your pas-

tor is sick 

 Who will preach? 

 You will preach.  (One of the duties of Ruling Elders 

in the Book of Order) 

Rev. Howard Boswell, leader         Zoom link will be sent 

Contact: shenpres@shenpres.org 

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 
Property 

Committee 

6:30 P.M. 

3 4 5 

6 

   
Drive-in   

Worship 

7 

 

 

8 
 

PW 

Meeting 

1:30 P.M. 

 

 

9 10 11 12 

13 

 
Drive-in  

Worship 

 

14 15 16 17 

 
 

18 19 

20 

 
Drive-in  

Worship 

21 

 
International 

Day of Peace 

 

22 23 24 
Session 

Meeting 
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Sunday School 9:55 A.M./Worship 11 A.M. 



HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
STATED SESSION MEETING 

July 23, 2020 
 

Present: Elders Charles Buchanan, Theresa Moore, Doug Trimble, Mike Fallin, Gail Mayer, Joyce Oben-
schain, Robert Christian, Tom Cook, Sandy Showalter, Anita Tuttle, Lorrie Dean, Larry Mayer (Clerk of Ses-
sion),  Guests: Hannah Bush (Acting Treasurer), David Obenschain, Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis 

A quorum was declared present. The Moderator opened with a short reading from “How to Burn a Goat” by 
Scott Moore and an opening prayer. 

Clerk’s Report: Session approved the agenda and the May 2020 Stated Session minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report: Acting Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet as of July 23, 2020 showing as-
sets and liabilities of $92,397.91. It was noted that our ‘General Fund’ presently stands at $17,526.91. She 
also presented a Profit & Loss statement for the period July 1-July 23, 2020 showing total income exceeding 
total expense for the period by $4,252.82. 

Committee Reports:                

 CAT Committee (Anita Tuttle) – The survey is being delayed because the committee feels that until we 
can train the congregation in person, the survey cannot be correctly completed and entered. 

 Cemetery (Tom Cook, Gail Mayer) —no report 

 Christian Ed.- (Lorrie Dean) Session approved a request from Mary Flint for Hebron to help gather 
school supplies for Valley Mission children. Joan Wright and Martha Sieck will distribute any supplies col-
lected.         

 Commitment/Witness (Mike Fallin) Mike reported that Operation Christmas Child is coming up. 

 Congregational Ministries (Lorrie Dean) Lorrie Dean volunteered to serve as chair of this committee.   

 Fellowship/Service (Anita Tuttle) Joan Wright will set up a table at the Sunday drive-in services for sur-
plus produce from our gardens to be available to give away. 

 Personnel (Theresa Moore) Gail created a self-guided custodian check list/schedule for the areas of the 
church to be cleaned. Theresa will forward the list to Hannah. 

 Property (Charles Buchanan) Session approved spending $3,250 to get the roof repaired. Session dis-
cussed alternative approached to getting the furniture removed from the Manse. Steve Willis offered to 
contact Frank Wyche for an update. A new vanity has been installed in the men’s bathroom. 

 Stewardship/Finance (Hannah Bush)  no report 

 Worship (Theresa Moore) Session approved a committee recommendation to continue drive-in services 
until the Covid-19 situation is such that we feel comfortable moving services back into the sanctuary. The-
resa reported that the total cost of our FM broadcasting equipment is $550. She will submit a request to 
Presbytery for reimbursement. 

  Website (Doug Trimble)  no report 

Moderator’s Report:  

Session agreed to Steve’s plan to be in the office on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The exception will be on the 
week of our monthly session meeting when he will be here on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

New Business: none 

Next Stated Session Meeting – Thursday, August 27 at 7PM in the fellowship hall. 

Joys and Concerns: 

The blessings and prayer concerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were shared by the moderator 
and Session for corporate and individual prayer.  

The meeting was adjourned with prayer by the moderator at 8:30PM. 


