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Dear Friends,     

     As I write this newsletter article, we have just enjoyed Heritage Sunday worship and 

 luncheon three days ago. It was a beautiful autumn Sunday perfectly made for  

remembering some of the history of Hebron Presbyterian Church and especially for  

sharing a meal together. But it was no doubt different from your usual Heritage Sundays. 

For lunch we sat spaced out with distance, observing each other’s well-being. Many, who probably were used 

to eating this meal together in person, opted to take a boxed luncheon with them. And this was very appro-

priate and understandable; again, it is about staying well during a pandemic. 

     Thank you to the Fellowship Committee and all who planned and carried out serving a luncheon for the 

church in a healthy way. This was no small task; and the food was great! 

     Hebron PC is now entering the ninth month mark of doing church in a very different and honestly, a some-

times-awkward way. So much of life right now is awkward at least when it is not just plain frustrating. It can 

be a helpful thing to simply remind each other of this plain truth. Things are different out of necessity. Gath-

erings are smaller and less frequent. Getting basic work done takes longer than normal. Our usual capacity 

for patience is stretched thinner. And I don’t know about you, but my memory is much less reliable. I have to 

write everything down. 

     Christian hope is the reason why we persevere amidst the awkwardness and frustration of doing church 

in a different way. Hope is going to be the word for November. Please read Sandy Showalter’s words about 

hope printed in this newsletter. In time we trust that this pandemic season will finally give way to returning 

to worship, fellowship, and education as we are accustomed to practicing them. Right now, we live with hope 

by doing the best that we can. 

     We are used to hearing about Thanksgiving during the month of November, and usually we are reminded 

of the need for gratitude. But the first Thanksgiving was also a demonstration of Christian hope. Most of the 

time our thoughts about the Pilgrims come straight out of Norman Rockwell paintings. In our minds we see 

full tables of turkey, corn, bread, and a cornucopia of bounty spread like a banquet feast. But that’s not how 

it happened. 

     The Pilgrims were a group of religious dissenters in England who did not agree with the Church of England. 

They refused to worship in the state churches, and they worshipped instead at the home of William Brew-

ster. There was no room for religious diversity under King James. He did all he could to squash the Pilgrims. 

So they decided to leave England in the middle of the night on a ship to the religiously diverse city of Amster-

dam, but they did not find the burgeoning city to their liking. They moved to the small town of Leyden and 

were there for twelve years. Then,  William Brewster and their pastor John Robinson came up with the bold 

idea to journey to the colony in Virginia across the Atlantic. 

     In the Mayflower,  102 Pilgrims embarked from Holland on a three thousand mile trip to a land they had 

never seen. One person died on the journey. Two babies were born. The sea voyage went better than  

     (Pastor continued on page four) 

 



2  

CAT Survey Workshop Dates and Times 

November Day Time Leaders 

1 Sun 2 P.M. Ellen and Anita 

4 Wed 7 P.M. Robert and David 

6 Fri 10 A.M. Donna and Anita 

10 Tues 7 P.M. Robert and Donna 

14 Sat 10 A.M. David and Anita 

15 Sun 1 P.M. Robert and Ellen 

20 Fri 6 P.M. Donna and Anita 

21 Sat 10 A.M. Ellen and Anita 

22 Sun 1 P.M. Robert and David 

29  Sun 2 P.M. Ellen and Anita 

Important CAT Workshop 

                          Over the past few weeks, the CAT           

      Team has been presenting information     

      about a survey for congregations under-

going major transition.  This is a survey that exam-

ines Hebron’s hopes, thoughts, and future direction 

before we can begin the process to call a new 

 pastor.   

     The CAT survey will enable the congregation to 

pinpoint strengths, measure the level of energy in 

the congregation, discover where members would 

like to go in the future, gauge readiness for change, 

uncover potential resources we may be missing, and 

prepare a search for a new minister. 

     The committee has determined that a series of 

workshops in the Fellowship Hall will be the best 

way to explain the survey to the congregation.  Two 

members of the CAT Team will host each session 

with up to ten members of the congregation attend-

ing.  Workshops are expected to last no more than 

one hour.   The CAT Team encourages all the con-

gregation to attend, but extra surveys will be given 

for additional family members if requested by 

someone attending a workshop. 

     To schedule your preferred workshop, call Anita 

Tuttle at 540-273-4487 between 7 A.M. and 7 P.M. 

and leave a message if you don’t reach her.  Or 

email her at tutan29@gmail.com.  She will reply to 

confirm your reservation.  A schedule of the work-

shops are listed on the second column of this news-

letter.  If you have questions, please contact the 

members of the CAT Team-Bob Christian, Ellen Des-

per, Donna Kirtley, David Moore, or Anita Tuttle. 

 No Evening of Comfort and Joy 

     With great regret, the Presbyterian Women 

(PW) have decided to cancel the Evening of Com-

fort and Joy due to the pandemic and social  

distancing restrictions.    We look forward in hope 

that 2021 will be a better and brighter 

year for everyone to enjoy the many 

functions that we have placed on hold 

during 2020.   

Christ the King Sunday 

     Sunday, November 22, 2020, is Christ the King 

Sunday, and Hebron will observe holy communion.  

Elements will be distributed at the point of entry 

of the drive-in service,  and participants  

will  hold them until time to partake. 

 

Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army 

     The sign-up sheet is now available  

for bell ringing for the Salvation 

 Army ‘s Red Kettle Drive 2020 at  

Kroger in Staunton on Saturday,  

December 5, 2020, from 9:00 A.M. to  

6:00 P.M.  If enough people sign up, we can be rep-

resented as Hebron Presbyterian Church.  Each time 

slot is for one hour.  Please sign the sheet in the  

Educational Building hallway or call the office at 540-

885-1648 if you would like to help the Red Kettle 

Drive.  The need is greater than ever! 
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Presbyterian Women Food Boxes 

     This year, the Presbyterian Women ‘s HOPE 

Committee is collecting food to create food boxes 

using the “reverse advent” concept.  In many 

homes, parents create various advent methods to 

give a gift or treat to family members, especially 

children, during the twenty four days leading to 

Christmas.  A “reverse  advent” concept would be 

one in which instead of getting a treat, one gives a 

treat.   Therefore, the PW are collecting twenty-

four food items to place in boxes to give to families 

in need.   

     If you have been attending the 

drive-in services during October, you 

would have noticed the announce-

ments asking for twelve specific food 

items.  These are some of the items to be included 

in the PW food boxes.  Hopefully, by the week be-

fore Christmas, all food items will be collected, and  

boxes will be prepared for distribution to families in 

the Hebron community who can use them.  The PW 

HOPE Committee (Hebron Outreach Project En-

deavor) thanks you for your contributions.  On the 

next column, you will find the listings of food items 

that we will include in our boxes.   

Make Your Own  

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Each day add an item to a box.  When finished,  

donate the contents to a person or family in need. 

December 1-can of sweet corn 

December 2-can of green beans 

December 3-canned fruit 

December 4-box of macaroni and cheese 

December 5-can of chicken noodle soup 

December 6-can of tomato soup 

December 7-can of tomatoes 

December 8-can of tuna 

December 9-dessert mix 

December 10-jar of applesauce 

December 11-canned sweet potatoes 

December 12-cranberry sauce 

December 13-jar of peanut butter 

December 14-box of crackers 

December 15-package of rice 

December16-package of oatmeal 

December 17-package of pasta 

December 18-spaghetti sauce 

December 19-stuffing mix 

December 20-box of instant potatoes 

December 21-box of cereal 

December 22-can mixed vegetables 

December 23-can of carrots 

December 24-can of beans 

Thanks To… 

     Hebron celebrated its 274th Heri-

tage Sunday on October 18.  A special 

thanks goes out to Anita Tuttle , David, Theresa, 

Martha, and Lynne Moore, Gail Mayer, Joan 

Wright, Dana  Christian, Billie Banks,  Fred, and 

Brenda Smiley, and Mike Dundas for planning, pre-

paring, and serving 83  boxed lunches as well as as-

sisting in the clean-up afterwards.    

     Also, we are grateful to  Dana Christian for orga-

nizing  the yard sale at the manse earlier in the 

month of October.  This was no small feat consider-

ing the amount of goods left in the manse.  Pro-

ceeds amounted to $328.  Well done, Dana! 

Guest Minister 

     On November 29, Hebron will welcome the 

Reverend Malcolm Brownlee to the pulpit as Rev. 

Willis will be on vacation.  Rev. Brownlee is no 

stranger to the Hebron congregation, and we look 

forward to him being with us.  



4  

 
(Pastor continued from page one)   
expected, but they navigated too far north and 

landed at Plymouth Rock, modern day Cape Cod. 

The day was November 26, 1620. It was winter-

time and desolate on the Cape. They had ex-

pected to meet fellow English citizens, but they 

were alone. 

     William Bradford who became the chosen 

leader of this sturdy group of Pilgrims described 

the situation in his journal. “They had now no 

friends to welcome them nor inns to entertain or 

refresh their weather-beaten bodies. In these hard 

and difficult beginnings that which was most sad 

and lamentable was, that in two or three month’s 

time half of their company died, especially in Janu-

ary and February, being the depth of winter, and 

wanting houses and other comforts; being in-

fected with scurvy and other diseases which this 

long voyage and their  inaccomodate condition 

had brought upon them. ….. Whilst they had 

health, yea, or any strength continuing, they were 

not wanting to any that had need of them. And I 

doubt not that their recompense is with the Lord.”  

      William Bradford marveled at their commit-

ment to one another. Even amidst great loss they 

shared what little they had and cared for each 

other during illness. So when they gathered a year 

later for that first Thanksgiving, it was not for a 

full table that they were grateful. The committed, 

covenant love of community gave them reason for 

gratitude. They broke bread together because 

they trusted that the Lord would lead them to a 

better future. That is hope. 

     We will most likely have full tables on Thanks-

giving. That abundance is a wonderful gift. We can 

learn from the Pilgrims not only in saying a prayer 

of thanksgiving to God for our abundance. We can 

learn from them by trusting that the future is in 

God’s good and provident hands.       

          Peace, Rev. Steve Willis 

“The Word of the Month” Program 

     The Women of Hebron Church (PW) have created 

a Word of the Month program to share with congre-

gational members.  Each month, a new word will be 

printed on a card, along with a Biblical scripture.  

These cards will be passed out with the bulletins each 

Sunday at the drive-in service.  The scripture will 

change weekly.  You are encouraged to take the card 

home, put it on the refrigerator or a mirror-anywhere 

you can see it every day.  The goal of the card is to 

provide encouragement, joy, reflection, and hope in 

this time of confinement and social distancing.  The 

word for November is  

  HOPE 

      What is Hope?    

To expect that what is envisioned really may happen? 

To want?  To desire? 

That gut feeling that it is worth hanging on just a little 

longer? 

Believing there is something bigger, truer, and better 

than ourselves out there? 

Hope is believing that tomorrow could be better 

than today 

That you’ll have a second chance 

That you’ll make a difference 

That you matter 

     Putting your trust, confidence, and hope in Jesus 

changes the quality of your life.  It affects your peace 

and your joy.  Hebrew 6:19 states:  “Hope leads us 

through the curtain into God’s inner sanctuary...it 

gives us assurance about things we cannot see.” 

     Hope without God will fade away.  When our hope 

rests fully on Him, the one who answers our prayers 

and cares for us, we have a hope that will endure.  

His hope will sustain and refresh us. 

Sandy Showalter 

 

Hope for Today Bible, New Living Translation, Free Press, NY, NY 2007.  Hope Notes by Joel 

and Victoria Osteen:  Hope Note:  “Hope Sustains You”, p. 983 and Hope Note:  “Faith, 

Hope, and Love”, p. 1410. 

The Answer Holy Bible, New Century Version, Work Publishing, a division of Thomas Nel-

son, Inc.., 2003:  Topical Essay:  “How Can I Find Hope When Life Seems Unbearable” by 

Kathy Troccoli, p. 555 
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 (PW continued from column one)  

activities of the Ladies Aid Society as well as salad 

and oyster suppers, silver teas, and a quilt-making 

project which  netted over $85 with an investment 

of a dollar’s worth of material.  The treasurer’s re-

ports show entries of $3.00 paid to a “missionary 

union” made up of other local  Presbyterian church 

women.  The union held meetings  and dissemi-

nated information about various foreign and home 

missions.  

     In 1911, records show that two payments a year 

amounting to $85 each were made to support 

home missionaries sent to areas of remote Virginia 

as well as aiding the King’s Daughter’s Hospital in 

Staunton.  Hebron Church also benefitted from the 

society’s funds as the women made donations to-

ward carpet, collection plates, and vases. 

 

Next installment:  The Women’s Missionary Society      

Christmas Wreath Order Form 

Each year,  nine (9) wreaths, including the Advent Wreath, are used to decorate at Hebron.  If 

you wish to contribute $20.00  for a Frasier Fir Wreath in memory/honor/thanksgiving of loved 

ones, please complete this form and return it to Gail Mayer along with the money no  

later than Sunday, November 15, 2020.   

In memory of _________________________________________________________________ 

In honor of ___________________________________________________________________ 

In thanksgiving for _____________________________________________________________ 

Given by ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wreaths:  Number ordered @ $______________     $____________________ 

Donation to the Sanctuary Fund_________________    $____________________ 

Donation to Salvation Army__________________     $____________________ 

Young Ladies Home Missionary Society 

     After the fire of 1900 and Hebron’s  rebuilding 

effort, the Ladies Aid Society continued its efforts  

of raising funds through strawberry and ice cream 

socials, lawn parties, catering sales, and quilt-

making among other projects to pay off church 

debt , furnish the sanctuary, and make improve-

ments to the grounds.    

     In 1902, Rev. Holmes Rolston inspired the 

women to form the Young Ladies Home Missionary 

Society which was later renamed The Benevolent 

Society.   The purpose of this society was to “do 

what we can to make Christ known to our own peo-

ple who know him not.”  Members paid dues 

amounting to ten cents per month.  If a member 

failed to pay these dues for a year, she lost her 

privilege to vote until the dues were paid.  This soci-

ety was under the control of the Session, and no 

money was given to any object except by vote of 

the Society and with the approval of the pastor or 

Session.     

     Although minutes of the group are scarce, the 

treasurer’s reports show that the women 

bought and kept “mite boxes”  that were  

collected once a  year.  This group par-

ticipated in many of the same fund rais-

Did you Know… 

that the first candle of  

Advent is the Candle of 

Hope? 
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
STATED SESSION MEETING 

September 24, 2020 
Moderator: Rev. Steve Willis 

 

A quorum was declared present.  
The Moderator opened the meeting with a short educational briefing on the office of “elder” followed by 
prayer. 
Clerk’s Report: 
Session approved the agenda and the August 27 Stated Session minutes and the agenda for this meeting. 
Treasurer’s Report: Acting Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet as of August 31 showing a Gen-
eral Operations Fund balance of $39,204.44. The report also included a Profit and Loss statement for Jan.1 
through Sept.24 showing income exceeding expenses by $33,453.18 for the period.  
Old Business: None  
Presbytery Report: None 
Committee Report:              

CAT Committee (Anita Tuttle) – Anita reported that the committee has met and plans are being made 
to launch the CAT Survey. Information will be in the bulletin. Workshops are being scheduled for 
early November. Church members will be able to complete the survey on-line or by paper. 

• Cemetery - (Tom Cook , Gail Mayer)- no report 

• Christian Ed.-(Lorrie Dean) - Lorrie reported that 139 items were donated to the Valley Mission chil-
dren’s school program and $65 cash. Session approved donating children’s clothing found in the Sunday 
School Bldg. Five copies of adult Sunday school books have been ordered. 

• Commitment/Witness - (Mike Fallin)- no report 

• Congregational Ministries - (Lorrie Dean) – no report 

• Fellowship/Service - (Anita Tuttle) - The committee is working on the meals for Heritage Sunday. 

• Personnel - (Theresa Moore) -  no report 

• Property - (Charles Buchanan) - The roof painting project has been completed. Session approved an addi-
tional $250 (total=$3500) for some additional work on the roof that was done. $633 was spent to upgrade the 
air conditioning duct work in the upstairs floor of the manse. 

• Stewardship/Finance - (Hannah Bush) – The Air Conditioning Fund (with approval from the donating 
family) is being used for other repairs as needed. Hannah Bush reported that the weekly offering collected to 
date in 2020 exceeds what was collected in the entire year of 2019. 

• Worship ( Theresa Moore) - World Wide Communion will be Oct. 4 

• Website- (Doug Trimble) –  no report 
Nominating Committee (Robert Christian) – The committee has met and is working on finding those willing 
to serve on the next class of elders. Session approved November 1 for the election to be held. 
Moderator’s Report: Pastor Steve discussed elder training and suggested that all active Elders attend along 
with those recently elected. Session approved Sunday Jan 10 for this training to take place for approximately 
2 hours with a light lunch.        
New Business:   Sandy Showalter presented a report from the September 8 WOC meeting. The following sub-
jects were covered: 

Issues with the gas stove 
The need for a fire-proof safe for Hebron historical records 
Ideas for community involvement and awareness of Hebron 
Evening of Comfort and Joy on hold for now 
Student “Goodie Boxes” planned for February 2021 
Yard Sale for April 2021 is still on the calendar 

Next Stated Session Meeting – Thursday, October 22 at 7PM in the fellowship hall. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Drive-In 

Worship 

Fellowship Mtg 

    

2 3 

 

Election Day 

4 5 6 7 

8  

Drive-In 

Worship 

 

9 10 11 

Veterans Day 

12 13 14 

15 

Drive-In  

Worship 

16 17 18 19 

Session 

Meeting 

7:00 P.M 

 

20 21 

22 

Drive-In  

Worship 

Christ the King 

Sunday 

Communion 

23 24 25 26 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

27 28 

29 

Drive-In  

Worship 

 

1st Sunday of 

Advent 

30   Greeters for November 

November 1-David and Theresa Moore 

November 8-Tom and Jan Kitts-Cook 

November 15-Duane and Lorrie Dean 

November 22-Charles Buchanan and Ellen Desper 

November 29-Larry and Gail Mayer 

November, 2020 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School 9:55 A.M./Worship 11 A.M. 
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Hebron Presbyterian Church 

423 Hebron Road 

Staunton, VA 24401 

Church Office: (540) 885-1648 

E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 

Website: www.hebronpc.com 

Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School, 9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship, 11:00 A.M. 

Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

Elder of the Month 

     The Elder of the Month for November is Doug 

Trimble.  Please contact Doug at 540-414-2613 or 

dwtrimble@comcast.net if you need 

to speak or contact someone in an 

emergency when Rev. Willis is not 

available or the church office is closed.   

 We appreciate Sandy Showalter for her ser-

vice during the month of October.  The elders are 

rotating on a monthly basis to assist the congrega-

tion when there is a special need in which the 

church can be of service to a member or family.   

  

 

Barbara Moyer       November   3 

Charles Shomo       November   6 

Nathan Moyer        November   6 

Richard Rathburn       November   6 

Meredith Moran       November 12 

Jim McGavock        November 13 

Robin Moyer        November 14 

Shirley Fallin        November 14 

Sylvia Carter        November 14 

Scott Martin        November 16 

Sylvia Crawford       November 16 

Joyce Obenschain       November 24 

Julia Martin        November 27 

Brock Moore        November 28 

Happy 100th Birthday! 

     Please join us in a Happy Birthday 

card shower to Mrs. Eleanor Jamison 

Supple (Mrs. Sidney) to celebrate her 

100th birthday on November 17.  Elea-

nor spent her formative years living in the old Heb-

ron Manse while her father the Reverend W. 

Chalmers Jamison served as Hebron’s minister from 

1928 to 1941.   

     Several years ago, Eleanor  returned a gift (a  

silver Revere bowl and candle sticks) which the con-

gregation had given to the Jamison's when they left 

Hebron.  On your card, please let Hi, which is her 

nickname because a young sibling could not say  

Eleanor, know you are from Hebron.   

     Her address is:   Mrs. Sidney Supple  

                                   306 Baldwin Drive  

                       Staunton, Virginia 24401 


