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World Communion Sunday and the 

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

     The first Sunday in October is always World Com-

munion Sunday, and Hebron will observe the sacra-

ment of the Lord’s Supper on October 4.  Individual-

ized packages of communion elements will be safely 

distributed as one drives onto the church property.                              

    World Communion Sunday began in 1933 at 

Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburg, Pennsyl-

vania to promote Christian unity and ecumenical 

cooperation.  The US Presbyterian Church began  

observing the event as a denomination in 1936 with 

Presbyterian churches throughout the United States 

observing the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on the 

same date.  Over the years, many denominations 

have joined the observance.  

       Traditionally , the Hebron congre-

gation has collected the Peace & 

Global  Witness Offering on that 

day.  This is one of the four denominational offer-

ings that Hebron receives along with the Christmas 

Joy Offering, the One Great Hour of Sharing Offer-

ing, and the Pentecost Offering.   The Peace & 

Global Witness Offering is used to promote peace by  

creating resources for dealing with conflict and pro-

viding reconciliation throughout the world as well as 

in our own culture.  Hebron will keep twenty-five 

percent of the offering for local distribution, twenty-

five percent  goes to PCUSA mid-level councils to 

unite congregations to support peacemaking in their 

regions, and fifty-percent  supports the work for 

peace and reconciliation done by Presbyterians 

across the globe.  This year, the Commitment Wit-

ness Committee has decided that the local twenty-

five percent will benefit the Central Shenandoah 

Valley Office on Youth.  

Dear Friends, 

 

     I’ve been reading a new book by 

Alan Jacobs entitled, Breaking Bread 

With The Dead, A Reader’s Guide to a More Tran-

quil Mind.  It’s short, fun, and illuminating.  Jacobs is 

making an argument for reading books from the 

past and learning from history.  In the introduction 

he writes, “I want to argue that you can’t under-

stand the place and time you’re in by immersion (in 

the present); the opposite is true.  You have to step 

out and away and back and forward, and you have 

to do it regularly.  Then you come back to the here 

and now and say:  Ah.  That’s how it is.”     

      That’s a good reminder for us during the month 

of October, as we will be sharing a few Sundays of 

historic memory. Sunday October 18
th

 we will cele-

brate Heritage Sunday during the 274
th

 year of min-

istry for the Hebron Presbyterian Church. This 

means that next year 2021 is a historical marker as 

Hebron will have its 275
th

 anniversary. There are 

very few churches that have carried on in ministry 

for this period of time. I will be thinking about some 

of this history to share in worship on Sunday, the 

18
th

. Plus, we will have a luncheon (a boxed lunch) 

to share on the church lawn. Some historic memory 

and also food – hard to beat. Bring a comfortable 

camp chair. 

     The last Sunday of October is always Reformation 

Sunday on the annual church calendar, another 

marker of memory. Sunday October 

25
th

 will mark the 503
rd

 anniversary of 

the Protestant Reformation. On All 

Saints’ Eve, October 31, 1517, Martin 

Luther, a learned monk, nailed a                         

(Willis– continued on page two) 



statement titled “Ninety-Five Theses upon Indul-

gences,” to the door of the Castle Church in Witten-

berg, Germany. Luther objected to the lavish, 

wealthy leaders of Rome manipulating the poor reli-

gious German    people out of their money. 

     The Protestant movement would spread across 

Europe. John Calvin was studying and teaching in 

Paris, France when he decided to leave an academic 

career and pursue the ministry in Geneva, Switzer-

land. John Knox would study with Calvin in Geneva 

and take the Reforming spirit back to his homeland 

of Scotland. Thus the fiery beginning of Presbyteri-

anism started to take root among Scots there and in 

northern Ireland and eventually would make its way 

to the American colonies. No doubt Scot and Scotch

-Irish immigrants were among those responsible for 

the beginnings of the Hebron Presbyterian Church. 

     One of the interesting themes during the Refor-

mation was the phrase Ad Fontes. This Latin phrase 

means “Back to the Sources.” The Reformed leaders 

like Calvin and Knox went back to the historical 

sources of the faith. They were living during a tu-

multuous time of change not only for religious life in 

the church. Politically, there were the beginnings of 

change from monarchical rule to representative de-

mocracy. The Scots Presbyterians built representa-

tive government into their churches. There were 

also dramatic technological changes 

with growing access to the printing 

press and the proliferation of access 

to books. So it is fascinating and 

helpful to remember that during a 

time of great transition, the reform-

ers thought it was critical to learn from the wisdom 

of history. They poured through the sources of the 

Scriptures and through the classical writings of 

Augustine among many others. The Reformers 

changed some things and they also kept fidelity with 

what was important from the past.  We have inher-

ited their wisdom of being “Reformed and always  

                     (Continued in column two) 

reforming.”                                                                                   

 My hopes and prayers for this October are that 

we will have a chance to do a little more than stroll 

down memory lane. Hopefully, we will also be re-

freshed by the sources of our faith so that we may 

persevere in living the Christian life today. And I also 

look forward to breaking bread! 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Steve Willis 

Hebron to Celebrate 274 Years 

     On Sunday, October 18, Hebron will celebrate 

Heritage Sunday.  This marks the 274th year of the 

congregation stemming from its early beginnings at 

North Mountain Meeting House to its present loca-

tion.  Rev. Willis will lead the drive-in service at 

11:00 A.M.   

        After the worship service,  the Fellowship and 

Worship Committees will serve a boxed  luncheon.   

In October, the committees will have 

 a ballot-type paper for you to  

reserve  either a pork barbeque  

sandwich  lunch with sides, dessert,  

and beverage or a pecan-cranberry chicken salad 

sandwich lunch with sides, dessert, and beverage  

to-go or eat with one another on the lawn.   

     We hope that as many as possible will choose to 

stay and visit with one another, abiding by Covid-

19  social distancing guidelines.  Please bring a lawn 

chair so that we may partake of our meal together.  

In case of rain, we will postpone our luncheon    

until Sunday, October 25.   Mark your calendar for 

this special Sunday in the life of our church. 

 



Summary of Presbyterian Women Meeting-

September 8, 2020 

     The Presbyterian Women held their first meeting 

of the 2020-21 year on September 8 in the Fellow-

ship Hall, observing CDC guidelines.  Future meet-

ings are scheduled for October 13, 2020, March 9, 

2021, and May 11, 2121-all at 1:30 P.M.  All women 

of the church are invited to these meetings.  Come 

and see what we are all about.  The following are 

the highlights of the first meeting. 

     Information Items by Joan Wright-Joan in-

formed the women of several issues that are to be 

addressed in the future. 

1. The gas stove in the kitchen is in need of repair;  

attempts are being made to secure the used 

parts that are needed for the repair.  New parts 

are unavailable due to the stove's age.  This is-

sue was tabled until the October meeting to see 

if the parts can be secured for the gas stove. 

2. There is interest in turning one of the main floor 

rooms into a reading room. This room would 

contain a locked file cabinet to hold all the 

women's historical records, comfortable chairs, 

magazines, and other reading material passed 

on by the congregation.  It would also have a Wi

-Fi connection for anyone who might need a re-

liable connection.  This room could also be used 

for counseling by the minister or as a family 

gathering room for funerals, weddings, etc.  Do-

nations of comfortable chairs, love seat, small 

tables, rugs, etc.  will be requested from the 

congregation.  This topic will be further dis-

cussed at the October meeting.  If you have an 

item you would like to donate, please contact 

Joan at 540-886-0864. 

3. A fireproof, locked file cabinet (3-4 drawers) is 

requested for the ladies' historical records.  It 

would be ideal if someone had such a cabinet 

and would like to donate it. Otherwise, the pur-

chase price for such a cabinet ranges upwards 

to $2000. If a donation is not received, re-

sources for this purchase will be discussed at 

the October meeting. 

     Bible Study in Future Presbyterian Women's 

Meetings-Since the women do not meet during the 

winter months (November through February), the 

women voted to read a selected book between Oc-

tober and March, and at the March meeting discuss  
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the book from a Biblical perspective.  The book cho-

sen to read was When Bad Things Happen to Good 

People by Harold S. Kushner.  Books and questions 

to consider/answer while reading the book will be 

distributed at the October meeting.  Any women 

not at the September meeting 

who is interested in reading this 

book and discussing it at the 

March meeting should contact 

Sandy Showalter at 540-886-

8045 for a free copy. 

     Community Involvement-A Community Involve-

ment Committee was created to address how Heb-

ron might become directly involved in the commu-

nity.  The goal of which would be to make more 

people aware of Hebron, provide an opportunity for 

others to interact with Hebron members which will 

in turn encourage others to become part of the 

congregation, bringing their families with them.  

Realizing that direct contact is difficult at this time, 

the women felt this time could be used for research 

and information gathering from local government, 

planning offices, school superintendents, and other 

sources as to some of the more pressing needs of 

the community.  Meredith Arneson is the chairman 

of the committee.  If anyone has an interest in this 

topic and would enjoy working with Meredith, 

please give her a call at 540-337-8097.   

     Yard Sale-According to Betty Piner, an April yard 

sale in 2021 is still on the calendar.  However, the 

final decision will be made as time gets closer, and a 

review of CDC guidelines is made. 

     Evening of Comfort and Joy December, 2020-

According to Donna Kirtley, everything is on hold 

for now.  A review of CDC guidelines will be made 

as time gets closer, and a final decision will be made 

at that time. 

     Student “Goodie Boxes” February, 2021-Four to 

five boxes will be assembled for students of the 

congregation in February.  Details will be an-

nounced as the time gets closer. 

     Aspire Meeting, McGaheysville, October 24, 

2020-This is a one evening meeting at Mt. Olive 

Brethren Church in which women can gather, laugh, 

learn, and hear stories and music.  Admission is $25.  

If interested in attending, please contact Sandy 

Showalter at 54-886-8045 for information. 
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SACRA ‘s Mission 

     SACRA is the acronym for the Staunton Augusta 

Church Relief Association, serving Staunton and Au-

gusta County, excluding the city of Waynesboro, 

since 1983.  Its mission is to provide residents, who 

are in need of help, through church benevolent 

funds with evictions, food, and hygiene. Volunteers 

interview and vet every client and work to reduce 

bills after contacting creditors to insure accuracy. 

They pay creditors, but never the client.  SACRA 

works with the Salvation Army which maintains cur-

rent and past history assistance files for all clients.   

   One trend SACRA notes is that church donations 

are leveling off.  However, last year, Hebron do-

nated $2,093 from its Hunger Fund to SACRA.  In 

addition, countless food items were collected and 

donated to its food pantry which operates three 

times a week. This year, a proposed goal 

of $5000 is planned for giving.  Each 

week, church members place a con-

tainer to collect food items at the point 

of entry of our drive-in services.  Those 

items are then taken to the New Street food pantry. 

.Please consider donating a box or a can of food 

each week.  We do ask that the food currently.   

     

 

     We have had so people in the congregation to 

thank for their work around the church. during the 

last few months.   Donna Kirtley has provided  and 

cared for the beautiful geraniums in front of the 

church building. Although we have not had services 

in the sanctuary and many may not have seen 

them, Donna has watered and pinched flowers that 

have provided beauty to our church grounds all 

summer long.  

     Mike Dundas has recycled  our paper trash In the 

office for many months.  One may see Mike load his 

vehicle with paper and cardboard that he takes to 

the landfill to recycle. Weekly.  We couldn’t do 

without him to keep the office uncluttered. 

     Keyser Kirtley has loaned the church his portable 

“dumpster” that has been loaded with discards 

from the manse, scout hut and Sunday School class 

rooms.  What a time and work saver this has been!             

     Lastly, we thank  Robert and Dana Christian for 

bringing in the basket of young squash to finish out 

our Garden Blessings table.  The Fellowship Com-

mittee thanks all who have contributed to our pro-

ject. 

 

From the CAT Team  

     The CAT team has been working on preparing 

the survey for the Church Assessment Tool.  This is 

required for Presbyterian (PCUSA) churches when 

in transition between pastors.  The survey is ready 

and will be administered to the congregation by the 

CAT team beginning in November.  Be on 

the lookout for a detailed description of 

how the process will work:  inserts will 

be placed in bulletins throughout the 

month of October.  Thanks from the CAT 

team members- Robert Christian, Ellen Desper, 

Donna Kirtley, David Moore, and Anita Tuttle, chair-

person 

School Supply Drive Update 

     Since our initial delivery of 139  items to the 

Valley Mission after school program, Hebron has 

collected 70 more items.  In addition to those 

items, $65 has also been given for the program 

which can be used for snacks or 

additional school supplies. Admin-

istrators of the program say that 

weeks before Thanksgiving and 

Christmas, a new clientele of fami-

lies often arrive at the Mission,  and these dona-

tions become very important at that time.   Please 

continue adding to our school supply program 



 

 

The Ladies Aid Society-Part II 

       The Ladies Aid Society of Hebron organized in 

1878 with foreign and home missions being its em-

phasis.  After several years of small money-making 

projects, the women realized that they needed to 

create larger fund raisers to meet the financial 

needs they wished to support for the church. 

                              In May, 1889, the ladies decided                                          

o                     to have a  strawberry- ice cream  

                        festival, the first of many for several                                            

            years to come.  The areas around the 

railroad tracks were plentiful with wild berries, and 

the ladies utilized this resource.  Homemade cakes, 

tea, and lemonade completed the festival menu.  

According to records, the women cleared about 

$50.for this first festival.  This brought their treasury 

to $90.75 for the year which was immediately dis-

persed.  They distributed $40 to foreign missions, 

$25 to the deacons to pay for a fence at the old 

manse, and $20.16 for work at Swoope Chapel to 

include blinds, freight for the blinds, paint, and la-

bor.   

       In October of the same year, the ladies had an 

oyster supper.  They  also made and sold quilts 

amounting to $30.58. 

       The strawberry festivals became the forerun-

ners of Hebron’s lawn parties, first held in August, 

1892.  The ladies cleared $147 which they distrib-

uted $70 for cemetery work, $30 for foreign mis-

sions, and $51.29 for  cistern maintenance at the 

manse.  They wished to give Rev. Booker a gift with 

the remainder of their funds, but since there was no 

remainder, Rev. Booker received zero.  In subse-

quent years, the ladies continued to raise funds for 

work on the manse.   

       In January, 1899, the ladies bought a chandelier 

and reflector for the sanctuary  amounting to $100.  

The ladies also decided to purchase a new organ at 

a cost of $80.  The Strawberry festival gleaned 

about $50, and the sale of the old organ amounted  

                (Continued on column two)  

to $30.  By June,  the new organ became a reality.  

The society purchased carpeting for the sanctuary 

for $142.00, but it was delayed and never installed 

as on January 31, 1900 the church building burned 

to the ground.  

       After the fire, the church lost no time making 

plans for a new sanctuary and raising the funds to 

start rebuilding.  The women were not to be left be-

hind as they held meetings to determine how to fur-

nish the new sanctuary.  In June, 1900, the ladies 

netted $80.24 at their annual strawberry festival.  In  

November of that year, the ladies purchased  pulpit 

furniture, a communion table, and chairs from the 

Grand Rapids Church and School Supply Furniture 

factory in Michigan for $170.  The ladies treasurer’s 

report was as follows: 

 Pulpit furniture and communion set   170.00 

 Freight           5.46 

 New organ        88.00 

 Carpet and linoleum                 127.90 

 One dozen chairs                   11.00 

 Four rugs                       4.00 

 Cleaning 2 days at the manse                     1.00 

 Paid toward church debt    150.00 

 Total     $557.36 

Oh, to see our money go that far today!  

                       (To be continued next month) 

                 (PW continued from page three) 

Bible Study by Rev. Steve Willis-Rev. Willis lead 

an informative and enlightening discussion of se-

lected Psalms such as Psalms 27, 91, 121, and 130. 

     The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 P.M.  The 

next meeting will be October 13 at 1:30 P.M.              

   (Submitted by Sandy Showalter) 

Ring Those Bells! 

     At this time, the Salvation Army is still plan-

ning their Red Kettle Drive for 

the Christmas season.  There will 

be more information as the time 

draws near. 



Minutes of the Session-August, 2020 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

Drive In 

Worship 

World  

Communion 

Sunday 

5 6 7 

 

Property 

Committee 

6:30 P.M. 

8 9 10 

11 

Drive In  

Worship 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 

Drive-In  

Worship 

19 20 21 22 

 

Session 

Meeting  

7:00 P.M. 

23 24 

25 

Drive In  

Worship 

 

Reformation 

Sunday 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

Halloween 

October 2020 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 

Sunday School 9:55 A.M./Worship 11 



Mike Dundas  1         Nancy T. Cook         15 

Brenda Smiley  2         Keyser Kirtley            19 

E.M. (Junior) Hewitt     3         Lorrie Dean                

19 

Scott Holland  4         Mike Fallin         19 

Meredith Arneson 9         Bobbie Kennedy       22 

Joan Wright            13         Elaine Wyche            24       

       October Anniversaries 

Keyser and Donna Kirtley  October   1   

Tom and Jan Kitts-Cook     October 19   

Dick and Jean Miller        October 19 
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Hebron Presbyterian Church 

423 Hebron Road 

Staunton, VA 24401 

Church Office: (540) 885-1648 

E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 

Website: www.hebronpc.com 

Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School, 9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship, 11:00 A.M. 

Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

Elder of the Month For October 

     Sandy Showalter has volunteered to 

be the elder of the month for  

October.  Please call Sandy at 540-886-

8045 if a special need arises when Rev. 

Willis is not available or the church office is closed.  

We thank Joyce Obenschain for her assistance as 

elder of the month during September.   

         Daylight savings time ends Sunday,    

     November 1.  Turn your clocks back         

      one hour! 

From the Commitment Witness 

Committee 

     The Commitment Witness Com-

mittee has decided that it will not be 

sponsoring the Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes this year.  Due to 

COVID-19 and the distress that it has 

placed on local non-profit organizations such as the 

Salvation Army,  SACRA, and Valley Mission, the 

committee has decided to channel its efforts to 

those groups for the winter season.   

     If any member has a desire to complete a shoe-

box independently, you may go to their website, 

samaritanspurse.org for information on how to fill a 

box.  The cost of sending one is $9 with a deadline 

of November 16, and the local point of pick-up. is 

Calvary Baptist Church in Staunton.  Or  you may 

even build a box online for $25 with a shipping fee 

of $6.    

 
 


