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June Worship Notes

From the Session...

The Hebron Church session and congregation
have been innovative in their approach to worship due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. Worship committee chairman
Theresa Moore says that drive-in worship will continue
through the month of June. The response to the drive-in
services has been positive thus far, and average attendance has been 53. Of course, we all wait with great anticipation when we will be able to resume services in the
sanctuary although some modifications will exist.
Communion
will be celebrated on
Sunday, June 7, at the
drive-in worship.
Individualized packages of communion
juice and wafers will
be distributed safely
by elders as one drives
onto the church property. Then participants will hold the elements at which time the Rev.
Malcolm Brownlee will lead the congregation in the
communion service. The last time Hebron celebrated
communion was Christmas Eve, 2019.
The Fellowship Committee has postponed
Lemonade on the Lawn indefinitely until the committee
deems that it will be safe enough to resume. We look
forward to the time when we can meet and greet one
another in person and enjoy the fellowship that this activity provides.

Several months have passed
since the congregation has gathered in
the church sanctuary. We have missed
several communion opportunities and a
major congregational meeting to view the
church budget. But the work of the Hebron session has continued with the aid of
computer technology. There has been
progress made in the process to secure an
interim minister.
Many may ask, ”Why hire an
interim minister pastor before a called full-time regular one?” The
Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) requires churches to search for
and hire an interim pastor for up to a year or more before calling a
regular pastor. Many of you will remember Tom Lane and Bill Everhart who served in this capacity in the past. Interim pastors are
ordained ministers who have gone through extensive training to
help a congregation heal and work together to be ready for a new
pastor. Interim pastors will deliver the Sunday morning message,
serve communion, moderate session meetings, take care of congregational needs, oversee existing staff, and work with committees to
get the church in order for a full time minister. An interim minister
does not start new programs or grow the church.
Hebron's interim search committee consists of Theresa
Moore, chairman, Hannah Bush and David Obenschain from the
congregation, and Sandy Showalter and Gail Mayer representing
the session. This committee completed an online questionnaire
about Hebron Church and its desired qualities for an interim pastor.
The questionnaire was placed into a match system similar to an
online dating site. That system produced thirty potential interim
candidates. The committee narrowed them down to five. Two
dropped out before interviews. The committee interviewed three,
one of whom was very promising but let us know the next day he
had accepted a position. Of the two remaining, one was unanimously selected. He has accepted the offer and will be presented to
Session on Friday evening for approval.
Another committee in the search process is the CAT committee chaired by Anita Tuttle. CAT stands for Church Assessment
Tool. Members of this committee include Ellen Desper, Donna
Kirtley, and David Moore from the congregation and Robert Christian from the session. Some time this summer, the congregation
will participate in an online survey about the wants and needs of
the church with regards to a new pastor. This committee is preparing additional questions which are specifically related to Hebron.
When COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, members will be asked to
take an online survey to gain information that will be forwarded to
a Pastor Nominating Committee (not yet formed) to use when a full
search is in order. Presbytery requires this online survey. Provisions
will be made for those who do not have access to a computer. The
(Continued to page three)

Presbyterian Women
Yard, Jelly, and Bake Sale
July 24 and 25
8:00 A.M. To 1:00 P.M.
Hebron Fellowship Hall
Food Booth available
All proceeds benefit
Weekday Religious Education

The New Hebron Cemetery
This is the fourth and final installment of the cemeteries
affiliated with Hebron Presbyterian Church.
The physical property of Hebron Church consists of
31.218 acres which includes three structures-the church and
educational building, a manse, and a scout hut. Within these
thirty-one plus acres, the old cemetery next to the
educational building and a new cemetery on the opposite
side of Road #703 exists. In 1908, the Hebron congregation
purchased land to expand its cemeteries on the south side of
the highway #703 across from church sanctuary. Little was
documented about the purchase of this land since the
church deacons and elders kept very limited records compared to the session today. What is recorded by the elders at
the time was that there was a question on how to pay for
the new addition. One suggestion by the church elders was
to canvas the membership to raise the funds. In February,
1909, the deacons formulated a plan for raising funds to
liquidate debt not only on the cemetery but the church furnace as well. No details of the plan appears in the minutes of
either the elders or deacons.
After acquiring the land, the members began the
work of planting trees, and dividing the cemetery into six
sections. Those six original sections were then divided into
lots of two, three, or six grave sites each depending upon the
landscape. In 1938, a stone wall was erected in front of the
new addition, and board fencing was constructed in 1945 to
the north and south sides.
Dr. Holmes Rolston, who was instrumental in the
building of the present sanctuary and served Hebron from
1900 to 1918, is buried in the new Hebron Cemetery. He
and other family members are found in section 1, lot 12.
In July, 1975, Mrs. W.E. Brubeck offered the church
five acres of land to extend the cemetery for a sum of
$5,500. The congregation approved the purchase at a
meeting on July 27. This five acre parcel extends beyond the
present day fence. There is now a total of fourteen sections.
Sections 7 and 8 are now developed beyond those of the
first six sections marked off in 1908. Section 7 has the capacity to hold 70 burial lots of six grave sites each. Eight sections
are developed and another six remain undeveloped. As more
lots are needed, the church cemetery committee will refence what is needed when the time comes to expand. By
keeping an area undeveloped, mowing and maintenance
expenses are kept to a minimum. Dr. John Wise uses sections 9 through 14 to graze cattle and helps with the maintenance of the present day fencing.
The Cemetery Committee has a trust invested with
the Shenandoah Presbytery Corporation. With the interest
drawn from this trust fund, the revenues from selling
(Continued to column two)

Hebron's 119th Anniversary

June 2, 2020 marks the 119th anniversary of the
dedication of the “new” Hebron Presbyterian Church. The “old”
church building burned to the ground after a 3:00 P.M. wedding
ceremony on January 31, 1900. By 4:00 P.M., nothing remained
of the church building. Employees of the nearby railroad reported
the fire, but nothing was salvaged. There was no insurance on the
building. The day was an extremely sad one in two respects. The
congregation lost their church building, and it marked the last day
of Rev. J.E. Booker's ministry as the wedding was Rev. Booker's
last official duty at Hebron.
Within five days, the
church leaders took action to draw
up subscription papers to help the
congregation raise funds to build a
“new” building on the previous site.
The subscriptions were paid in
thirds-1/3 when the building materials arrived, 1/3 when the building
was under roof, and 1/3 when the
building was completed. An original
subscription paper, saved by the
Nancy T. Cook family, is in the
church's safety deposit box. The congregation continued to hold
services either in the “grove” of oak trees, in the manse, or nearby
homes.
The Staunton firm of T.J. Collins supervised the
construction of the build to the sum of $9, 750. On June 2, 1901,
the members of Hebron held a formal dedication of the new
sanctuary.
In upcoming Hebron Herald issues, we will explore more
details concerning the building of the “wooden cathedral”.

...

The New Hebron Cemetery
(Continued from column one)
lots, and any individual gifts made to the cemetery, the
committee has roughly $4000 to give to the church to help with
the mowing maintenance of the total church property. Recently,
six trees had to be removed within the cemetery, and interest
money was used to pay for the tree service.
The Hebron Church Cemetery is not exclusive to Hebron
church members. It is considered a community cemetery. In
2006-2007 the committee adopted new pricing for lots. A church
member may buy a lot for $100 with purchase of six lots capping
at $500. A non-member may purchase a single lot for $500 and
capping at $2500 for six lots. When a burial is scheduled, Larry
Mayer, superintendent, or Guy Wright, assistant superintendent,
mark a grave site. Several master copies of the cemetery are kept
as to who owns what lots and where. Embedded markers enable
the men to find the proper site that is needed before the
excavation on the site begins. The Hebron cemetery has an
agreement with exclusive right to dig graves with Bradley Burial
Services of Tyro, Virginia. All local funeral homes have copies of
Hebron's rules and regulations. Clean-up days are scheduled for
several times a year. Jeff Simmons, a retired Staunton fire-fighter
and former church elder, supervises the burning of limbs, leaves,
old fencing, or decorations that have collected in a designated
burn pit area.
If you are interested in purchasing lots, please contact
Larry at 540-885-6984 or Guy at 540-886-0864.

From the Session
Continued from page one)
CAT committee needs to have as many members represented in this survey as possible in order to get a true representation of what the congregation desires in a new
minister for Hebron. More information about this committee will be forthcoming.
If anyone has questions, please contact a member of the committees. Please know that the session has
worked hard to locate an interim so that the process of
securing a full time pastor can progress as soon as
possible.

Men of the Church
The Men of the Church will suspend their
Saturday morning meetings through the summer. David
Moore hopes that conditions with Covid-19 will subside
so that the men can resume meeting in the fall. Please
contact David at 540-448-4383 if you have questions.

June Birthdays
Lacee Moyer
Robin Ruleman
Duane Dean
Junior Gilmer
Simon Willard
Tara Cahill
Peggy Puffenberger
Mildred Brown

5
5
7
14
14
15
24
29

Anniversary Wishes To...
Philip and Martha Sieck
Jon and Meredith Arneson
Guy and Joan Wright
Scott and Julia Martin
Herman and Nancy Knight

June 4
June 17
June 19
June 21
June 22

Our Special People
Please remember our special members with a
note or a card. They have been extremely isolated during
this time.

Mildred Brown
419 Trinity Point Rd
Swoope, VA 24479
Nan Brown
600 Hewitt Rd
Swoope Va 24479
Nancy Cline
Blue Ridge Christ. Home
85 Beulah Land Dr
Raphine, Va 24477

Pam Shiflet
207 Mountain View Dr
Staunton Va 24401
Patsy Shull
Legacy Apt 3033
1410-A N. Augusta St
Staunton Va 24401
Wilda Shover
Po Box 2192
Staunton Va 24402

Nancy T. Cook
Blue Ridge Christ. Home
85 Beulah Land Dr.
Raphine Va 24477

Mrs Virginia Smiley
200 Hundley Mill Rd
Staunton, Va 24401

Nancy B Durham
846 Parkersburg Tpke
Staunton Va 24401

Janet Tuttle
The Legacy, Apt. 1015
1410a N. Augusta St
Staunton, Va 24401

Hilda T. Dundas
680 Cedar Green Rd
Staunton Va 24401
Junior Gilmer
409 Cardinal St
Staunton Va 24401
Junior Hewitt
821 Hewitt Rd
Swoope, Va 24479
Dr And Mrs Dick Miller
501 Oak Ave Apt 219
Waynesboro Va 22980

Evelyn Whitmore
103 Beverley Ct
Staunton Va 24401
Betty Plocek
1028 Ruffin Mill Ct
South Chesterfield Va 23834

Congratulations Graduates!
Congratulations to Hebron's Class of 2020-Conor Cahill
and Tara Cahill! Conor and Tara are the son and daughter of
Stephen and Nicola Cahill and grandchildren of Antonia Hutchens.
Conor has been a member of Hebron since April, 2011, and Tara
united with the church in April, 2015.
Conor graduated from the University of Lynchburg with a
degree in accounting. While at Lynchburg, he participated in track
for four years. He has accepted a general accounting position with
the Carlyle Group in Washington, D.C. beginning July 1.
Tara graduated from Buffalo Gap High School. She was a
member of the girls' soccer team and ran winter and spring track
for the Bison. She will be attending George Mason University with
plans to major in social work.
Hebron wishes these two young people the very best in
their future plans and endeavors.
“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams! Live the life
you've imagined.” David Henry Thoreau

SACRA Food Collection
We will resume food donations to SACRA beginning
Sunday, June 7. We will have a container near the offering kettles
in which you may place your non-perishable food items. It has
been two and a half months since we have collected, and any food
items that you can donate are much appreciated.
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June Elder of the
Month

The Elder of the Month for
June is Tom Cook. Please contact
Tom at 540-290-3802 if you need to
speak to someone when the church
office is closed or in case of an
emergency. We thank Mike Fallin
for his service as Elder of the Month
for May. The elders are rotating on a
monthly basis to assist the congregation when there is a special need in
which the church can be of service to a member or
family.

Don’t Forget!
Sunday worship hours
will not change this summer as
in the past. Sunday School time
will begin at 9:55 A.M. when we
resume our normal program,
and worship hour remains at
11:00 A.M.

From the Office





If you bring something to the office, please leave a note so
we know from whom it came and why it was left.
We leave the hall light on so people know when we are here.
Announcements for bulletins should be submitted by Thursday noon of each week.
Articles for newsletter should be submitted by the second
Monday of each month.

Prayer List
If you have information concerning the progress of folks on the
prayer list, please let us know so that we can keep our list
current. Thanks.

Finally, brothers, and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace;
and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
2 Corinthians 13:11-13

