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Dear Friends, 

     The beginning of 2021 is rapidly and finally approaching.  Most people will be more  

than grateful to see 2020 reach its conclusion.  In my lifetime, I do not remember a year that  

has been more bitterly viewed.  But the end of any year, even a terrible one, prompts people to reflect on 

where we have been.  And 2020 will be examined and reexamined for decades to come.  The end of the year 

often brings reflection upon the past and sometimes longing for the past, especially for times before  

hardship. 

     Can you think of a song that is more associated with longing for the past than  Auld Lang Syne?  It is the 

song sung at the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve.  It is a song sung at various farewell occasions, some-

times even a funeral.  Auld Lang Syne is attributed to the great Scottish poet Robbie Burns, but Burns de-

scribed collecting the lyrics for the song from various older Scotsmen.  Auld Lang Syne is translated from the 

Scots as Old Long Since or even Long, Long Ago.  Here are the lyrics 

in Standard English Version. 

 

 

 

Should old acquaintance be forgot, 

and never brought to mind? 

Should old acquaintance be forgot, 

and auld lang syne? 

 

Chorus: 

For auld lang syne, my dear, 

for auld lang syne, 

we'll take a cup of kindness yet, 

for auld lang syne. 

 

And surely you'll buy your pint cup! 

and surely I'll buy mine! 

And we'll take a cup o' kindness yet, 

for auld lang syne. 

Chorus 

 

     Auld Lang Syne has an unmistakable feeling of nostalgia to it.  And in our fast-paced technological 

world, nostalgia receives more than its fair share of criticism.  Nostalgia is often assumed to be what  

We too have paddled in the stream, 

from morning sun till  dine; 

But the seas between us broad have roared 

since auld lang syne. 

Chorus 

We two have run about the hills, 

and picked the daisies fine; 

But we’ve wandered many a weary foot 

since auld lang syne. 

Chorus 

And there’s a hand my trusty friend! 

And give me a hand o’ thine! 

And we’ll take a right good-will drought, 

For auld lang syne. 

Chorus 
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 (Willis, continued from page one) 

Mr. Potter in It’s a Wonderful Life calls “sentimental 

hogwash.”  But our current experience of ten months 

of pandemic waiting creates a natural feeling of nos-

talgia for easier times.  There is also a positive and 

important sense of nostalgia that writers 

and poets from earlier times have often 

noted.   

     In Homer’s epic poem The Odyssey, Odysseus has 

everything that could be imagined on the illusory is-

land of Delos.  He has plenty of good food, wine, and 

natural beauty.  He is kept by a goddess who grants 

him perpetual youth as long as he will stay with her 

and be her pet.  But Odysseus aches for something 

real – for a return to his home of Ithaca.  That longing 

will finally compel him to return to his home and 

family.  Nostalgia (in Greek, algea – pain for noston – 

home, returning) or aching for home motivates  

Odysseus’ great story. 

     We might think of nostalgia as homesickness.  In 

German, it is called heimweh or home-woe.  In  

Italian, a person feels mancanza di casa or missing 

the house.  In Welsh, they describe a feeling of hi-

raeth or longing that brings both great joy and also 

pain.   

     Ironically during this pandemic, most of us have 

been at home more than we would care to be.  Yet, 

we nostalgically wish for a return to something that 

we miss.  Certainly a big part of that wish is our hope 

for a return to a more carefree time when germs do 

not have such a confining role in our lives.  And we 

can be extremely grateful that the distribution of vac-

cines is moving us in that direction.  Ultimately, how-

ever, all our longings point us back to the God who 

created us and gave us the gift of life.  The Letter to 

the Hebrews describes this nostalgia being met with 

faith.  In this sense, nostalgia can help to point us in 

the right direction.   

     All of these died in faith without having received 

the promises, but from a distance they saw and              

                     (Continued in column two) 

 

greeted them.  They confessed that they were 

strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 

speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland.  If they had been thinking of the land that 

they had left behind, they would have had opportuni-

ty to return.  But as it is, they desire a better country, 

that is a heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed 

to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city 

for them.   Hebrews 11:13-16 

     May God use this trying time to point us in the 

right direction. 

 Peace, 

 Steve 

 Rev. Steve Willis    

An Update from Mark Hare  
and Jenny Bent- 

Our Missionaries in Central America 
 
Dear Friends, 

     This long year is almost done, the  

season of hope is almost upon us! Thank 

you all for being with us, supporting us in so many 

ways–with e-mails, birthday cards, prayers and dona-

tions. As we finish out the school year with Keila and 

Annika (Costa Rica goes from February through No-

vember), we are focusing our prayers on the people 

of Nicaragua and Honduras, Guatemala and El Salva-

dor. The back to back hurricanes,  Eta and Iota,  have 

devastated those countries. Please join us in our 

prayers for the many families who have lost every-

thing and for the organizations and institutions which 

are starting to walk alongside individuals, families, 

businesses, and communities as they recover and, by 

God’s grace, build back better. 

The hope and strength of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you. 

Mark, Jenny, Keila, and Annika 

 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. Romans 5:5 
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Thank You!  Thank You! Thank You! 

     We are so grateful to the Hebron   

congregation for the many acts of  

kindness extended to others during the 

Christmas season.   

     The PW packed fifteen food boxes that they  

distributed to the community and congregation.  

Without the support of Hebron’s membership, the 

PW could not have carried forth this project. 

     The Fellowship Committee delivered twenty-two 

cookie boxes  to members of the congregation that 

have been home bound or shut-ins.   We have  

received many notes and telephone calls from those 

grateful recipients. 

     The Hebron Red Kettle Bell Ringers collected 

$1,080.49 during their endeavor on December 5.  

Thanks to all who rang and gave during Hebron’s 

watch for the Salvation Army. 

        We thank the Worship Committee for the plan-

ning and effort that they gave to make our Advent 

season as “normal” as possible.  We appreciate the 

Advent readers and the Hebron singers who heartily 

agreed to help with those services.   

       The church greeters had an unusually busy time 

this season distributing bulletins, Advent booklets, 

various pieces of literature, and church envelopes as 

well as accepting food for projects.  At times, they 

could have used more hands to carry out their duties.  

We appreciate those who  volunteered to greet. 

     SACRA officials reported that Hebron was the  

number three church in giving during its recent fiscal 

year from October 1, 2019 through September 30, 

2020.  Hebron gave $5,680.00 plus an abundant 

amount of non-perishable food items. 

     Late in the season, Hebron received word of a  

family within the membership that needed assistance.  

Members, upon hearing the news, rallied and contrib-

uted toward their unfortunate situation.  What a 

great community of supporters we have! 

     These projects could not have been completed 

with out YOU!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

Word of the Month:  Peace 
     As a Hebron Presbyterian woman, I have become 

active with a new program we are sponsoring to 

create a “one month scripture card” to be placed in 

each Sunday's bulletin for a selected month.  I have 

volunteered to create the cards for the month of 

January, 2021.  The theme of my cards is PEACE. 

     My reason for choosing PEACE as a theme 

stems from my serious concern for the way 

things are in our largely less-than-perfect 

world right now.  How, where, and with 

whom do we seek PEACE as people of the world?  It 

is clearly and deeply important to us.  Daily and con-

stant peace seekers are we. 

     One of the repeated statement in all five of the 

cards I have created is “Let there be PEACE on earth  

and let it begin with me.”  And just how, I ask my-

self, may we each and all accomplish that?   Begin  

by surrendering ourselves-mind, body, and spirit-to 

Jesus.  With Christ Jesus at the center of our lives, 

we are then as He has promised able to live each 

day with His “peace that passes all our  understand-

ing.”  Colossians 3:15 says,  “Let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 

you were called to peace.  And be thankful.” 

     It is our sincerest hope that each of you who re-

ceive one or more of the January, 2021 scripture 

cards will place them where they may be seen as a 

word of encouragement for you as you daily seek to 

live in PEACE!  Each of the five Sundays will include 

a new scriptural encouraging reminder. 

     The Presbyterian Women continue to seek volun-

teers who are willing to assist with this timely pro-

gram.  Months  through April, 2021 have been spo-

ken for, but after April, 2021 we seek more help.  If 

you are interested in volunteering for a month's 

cards' creations, we hope you'll call the church 

office to sign up.  May I add that computer assis-

tance is available to those who are willing to help! 

    PEACE be with you! 

   Joyce Coleman 
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  Memories of the Old Hebron Manse 
By Eleanor Jamison Supple 

 
 He who loves an old house never loves in vain.  How can an old house, used to sun and rain, 

  To lilac and larkspur and an elm  above, ever fail to answer the heart that gives it love? 

        -Isabel Fiske Conant 

 

     In 1928, when most parts of our nation were feeling the effect of the Great Depression, the Jamison family 

of four left a bungalow type of house on a street where there were playmates and friends to live in a large 

country home with few neighbors. 
     The front part of the house was constructed of brick in a four-by-four plan.  The walls in this part of the 

house were almost a foot thick-no need for air conditioning in the summer.  The ceiling must have been high, 

for the front stairway led to a landing and two additional steps to the second floor bedrooms.  

One of these rooms became Dad's study.   

     The dining room and kitchen were added later, judging from the exterior walls with floor levels 

the same as the brick part of the house.  I wondered if the other rooms were a second addition 

because the back porch, and entrance hall, the bathroom, and a little room with a bay window were a small 

step lower than the other rooms.  There was a small room on lower and upper levels at the end of the porch-

es.  The first floor room was our pantry while on the second floor the small room was our play room.  It was a 

perfect private room for our dolls and other toys.  It was within hearing range of Mother's voice from the 

kitchen by way of the back stairs.  This could send our dog, Mickey, up these stairs to waken us girls for break-

fast.   

 Our water supply came from a large cistern on the school grounds.  I still have scars from the staph in-

fections that probably came from that water.  There was a smaller cistern near the house, but I don't think we 

used that for the house.  During dry summers when we had guests, we sometimes had to have water hauled in 

to replenish the cistern. 

     The heating system was a coal-burning furnace.  This was just another chore for Mother when Dad was in 

Richmond in January on study leave.  She had to cook on a wood-burning stove until she lost the direct vision 

of her one good eye.  The first eye damage happened when she was practicing piano five or more hours a day 

at a conservatory in Charlotte. 

     Mother was a wonderful cook, and she spent much of her time in the kitchen.  Each year for a time, she had 

separate dinners for the Elders and the Deacons.  Mr. Mader must have liked her rolls, for after one of the din-

ners on Sunday when he shook my hand at church, he said, “You got any more of those hot rolls over there?”  

Mother fed visiting revival preachers who were at the church for weeks at a time.  One of these preachers en-

joyed the first week so much that he brought his whole family for the second week.   

     During the early years in this house, relatives came from Charlotte to see this beautiful valley—cars filled 

with aunts, uncles, and grandparents.  I was always glad to see Grandpa Jamison depart because I couldn't 

wear shorts when he was visiting. 

     We spent many pleasant days in this house.  There were some scary ones, too.  One January night when  

Dad was in Richmond, Mother heard a noise outside, and when she looked out the bay window, she was  

                                                             (Manse continued on page five) 
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(Manse continued from page four) 

facing a large dark-skinned man trying to look in.  

After that experience, for several nights we carried 

our bed linens to Nellie and Hobart Shiflet's house 

to sleep.  Marianna wanted to sleep in her own bed 

so she told Mother, “When I am afraid I will put my 

trust in the Lord.”  There was no more leaving 

home at night.  When Dad heard about the inci-

dent, be bought Mom a 410 shotgun.  (Yeah, sec-

ond amendment!) 
     Moving from a town where we had neighbors 

and playmates nearby, we were isolated from our 

friends and playmates.  Marianna did have Nancy 

Brubeck within walking distance, but my two best 

friends did not live close to us.  Our lack of social 

life gave us time to develop a love of reading, crea-

tivity, and a love of great music.  As a teenager, I 

listened to the Metropolitan Opera broadcasts with 

Mother.  (My friends in town were going to SMA 

parades and dances!)  This proved to be good back-

ground later when I went to the Met and Lincoln 

Center with the Southwest Opera Society. 

     No one had much money at this time, but we 

always had three things:  good food, a good auto, 

and a thoroughbred hunting dog.  Dad 

loved the natural world, and hunting 

gave him a chance to be out in the 

mountains.  During hunting season, our 

refrigerator was filled with grouse and quail.  He 

was an excellent gardener so we had enough vege-

tables to eat and plenty for Mother to can.  He 

raised chickens part of the time and bought guineas 

which we enjoyed.  (I didn't realize we were eating 

gourmet food until I saw the price of guinea at a 

New York restaurant.)  Members of the congrega-

tion graciously shared hams and sausage on special 

occasions. 

     There was a free-standing garage for Dad's car.  

He visited each family in the congregation at least 

three times a year.  Often, I rode with him to open 

  (Continued in column two) 

the gates so he could drive through.   

     After thirteen years in the old house, we looked 

forward to a new page in our life's journey.  To 

move into town to a new house, a better income, 

better schools, close to schools and shops was an 

exciting adventure for our future, but many  

memories of the old house would always remain 
with us. 
 
     Hebron obtained the old  manse about 1870.  It 

originally had six rooms:  two basement rooms, two 

on the first floor, and two on the second floor with 

an attic.  Through time, six additional rooms and 

four porches were added.  It featured central heat 

and an independent water system.  It sat directly 

behind the present manse, nested among pine and 

maple trees with the highway to one side and a gar-

den spot and pastures to the other side.   

     The Raymond Kepler family was the last to occu-

py the old manse.  It was demolished  when the new 

manse was built in 1963.  The Keplers moved into 

the new manse by the end of December, 1963.   

A Note About the Sunbeams 

     In the December edition of the 

Hebron Herald, there was an article 

concerning the Sunbeams, an organi-

zation for young girls and teens at Hebron in 

the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s.   There are three Sun-

beams among us-Nancy B. Cline, Nancy T. 

Cook, and Hilda Dundas.  Shine on, ladies! 

A Note from Our Treasurer 

     Offering envelopes are now 

available for the congregation.   If 

you have not received yours, be 

sure to contact Hannah Bush at the church office 

at 540-885-1648 to make arrangements to  

obtain them.   Also, she notes that financial 

statements regarding  giving will be available 

after January 15, 2021.   
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School as well as worked in the Computer and Net-

work Services for the Staunton City School system.  

In his spare time, he has been a judge for the First 

Lego League Robotic Competition in Staunton for 

the past seven years.   He is the website administra-

tor for the church.  

    Joan Clemmer Wright has been an elder for one 

previous term.  She served on the Worship and Mu-

sic Committees and chaired the Fellowship Com-

mittee.  She has been a member of Hebron 

for almost fifty years and was  the pianist 

for twenty-five years.  She is also the Com-

passion Committee and Kitchen Com-

mittee chairman for the Presbyterian 

Women.  She is a graduate of Madison College 

(JMU) with a major in elementary education and a 

concentration in music.  She retired from the   

Augusta County  school system in 2004 after teach-

ing for thirty-three years most recently at Beverley 

Manor Middle School.  Joan and her husband Guy 

owned and operated Wright's Hallmark in Waynes-

boro for twenty years before retiring in May, 2019.  

In her spare time, she is the editor of the Hebron 

Herald and a volunteer at the Middlebrook Library.  

She and Guy have two children, David and Cathy.   

Dave is an engineer for Lumos-Segra in Waynesboro 

while Cathy is an engineer for the Department of 

Environmental Quality.    

Ruling Elders Class of 2023 
     On November 1, 2020,  the Hebron congregation 

elected three Ruling Elders to the class of 2023.  

They are Theresa H. Moore, Doug Trimble, and Joan 

C. Wright.  All have served as elders previously.  The 

date for their installation will be January 24.  

   

Theresa H. Moore will begin her fourth term as  

elder.  She has chaired the Personnel, Finance, and 

Worship Committees in the past.  She has been a 

member of Hebron for twenty years and sings in the 

choir.  She is a graduate of Longwood University  

and earned a Masters degree in Administration and 

Supervision from UVA.  She has taught for thirty-

four years and is currently a seventh 

grade reading teacher at Beverly Manor 

Middle School.  Theresa is married to Da-

vid and has three children.  Martha, the 

oldest, is a kindergarten teacher at Craigsville Ele-

mentary,  Lynne is a Juvenile Probation Office in 

Rockingham County, and Brock is a fourth year stu-

dent at UVA majoring in American Government and 

Politics.  During her spare time, she enjoys reading, 

walking, and crafting. 

Doug Trimble is a life-long member of Hebron 

church with roots that extend back to the North 

Mountain Meeting House days and the founding of 

Hebron Church in 1746.  He was a member of Heb-

ron Scout Troop 122 and received the Eagle 

Scout Award.  He has previously served as 

elder for three terms, having been a mem-

ber of the Property  and Fellowship com-

mittees.   Doug graduated  from Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute with a Bachelor of Science degree in elec-

trical engineering and a Masters degree from Johns 

Hopkins also in electrical engineering.  He is a sys-

tems engineer at WVIR-TV NBC 29 in Charlottesville.  

Prior to working at the station, Doug was a systems 

engineer for Computer Connections .  He was a lab 

instructor at the Shenandoah Valley Governor’s                       

                     (Continued in column two) 

 

PW News 

     Work continues in the reading room next to the 

library in the Educational Building.  The PW has re-

ceived several gifts for that area.  Meredith Arneson 

donated one of her framed prints of the church, and 

Sandy Showalter gave two wing chairs.  Sandy also 

obtained two file cabinets that will hold important 

documents of historical nature that are not presently 

housed in locked files in the secretary’s office.  We 

are looking for a  loveseat as well as lamps, a writing 

table, and an area rug.  If you have a donation, 

please contact Sandy Showalter or Joan Wright.  
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HEBRON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
STATED SESSION MEETING 

November 19, 2020 

 
The Moderator opened the meeting with prayer and a reading from “Mockingbird” concerning how we han-
dle hard times. 

Clerk’s Report: 

Session approved the minutes of the October 22 Stated Session Meeting. 

Session approved the minutes from the November 1 Congregational Meeting 

Session approved the agenda for this meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: Acting Treasurer Hannah Bush presented a balance sheet as of October 31, 2020 showing 
total assets and liabilities of $609,098.66. Also presented was a Budget vs Actual report through October 
2020. 

Old Business: None  

Presbytery Report: Elder Commissioner Mike Fallin presented has report from the 187th Stated Session 
Meeting of Shenandoah Presbytery which was held via Zoom.  

Committee Reports:         

 CAT Committee (Anita Tuttle) – Anita reported that the workshops are under way and that paper forms 
will be handed out on the first two Sundays in December for those who missed the workshops. 

 Cemetery-(Tom Cook ,Gail Mayer)- no report 

 Christian Ed.-(Lorrie Dean) - 30 items of clothing were donated to the Valley Mission Thrift Shop. 

 Commitment/Witness-(Mike Fallin)-  Two time slots still need volunteers for the December 5 Salvation 
Army bell ringing at Kroger. 

 Congregational Ministries-(Lorrie Dean) – Thanksgiving cards were sent out to shut-ins. We are seeking 
drivers to take people to appointments. 

 Fellowship/Service-(Anita Tuttle) -Goodie bags are being prepared and will be packed up on Dec.6 after 
worship. 

 Personnel-(Theresa Moore)-  no report 

 Property-(Tom Cook) - Session approved having our custodians clean the walls and trim on the first and 
second floor of the manse prior to painting. 

 Stewardship/Finance-(Hannah Bush) –Session approved the asking fee for the 2021 Presbytery per capita 
assessment. 

 Worship (Theresa Moore) - Live music will be provided during worship starting this coming Sunday. Ad-
vent readers have been scheduled. Wreaths and poinsettias are being acquired for advent. Session approved 
the purchase of outdoor banners (2) advertising the outdoor worship service. Christmas Eve drive-in service 
will be at 7PM on December 24. 

 Website- (Doug Trimble)- no report 

Women of the Church (Sandy Showalter) – We currently have collected 173 food items for the 12 boxes for 
the Advent food project. The boxes will be packed on December 15 at 1:30PM. We still need cardboard box-
es and wrapping paper. WOC is seeking more names of families to receive these gift boxes. Work continues 
on acquiring a banner with the monthly scripture verse. 

Moderator’s Report: Hospital visitation by the pastor is still being allowed at Augusta Health. Elder training is 
scheduled for Jan. 10, 2021 after worship. Lunch will be provided. Installation of new elders is scheduled for 
Jan. 24, 2021 during worship. 

New Business: Hebron’s inclement weather policy was discussed. Pastor Steve, Larry Mayer and Hannah 
Bush will jointly make a decision by Sunday at 6:30AM on whether or not to cancel worship. Hannah will post 
the decision on the Harrisonburg TV station and will put the message on the church answering machine. 
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HEBRON HeRALD 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
423 Hebron Road 
Staunton, VA 24401 
Church Office: (540) 885-1648 
E-mail: myhebronpc@gmail.com 
Website: www.hebronpc.com 
Ministries available to all ages 
   Sunday School, 9:55 A.M. 
   Morning Worship, 11:00 A.M. 
Interim Pastor - Rev. Steve Willis 

Editor of Hebron Herald—Joan Clemmer Wright 

 

 

 

Cathy Holland   1        Randy Moyer              23    

Martha Moore              1        Nancy K. Cook             25 

Tara Ratliff               1        Debbie Gregory          26 

David Moore              18        Linda Hickey               28  

Guy Wright              19        Bill Sellers                   29 

Bryan Woodward       22        M. Hannah Bush        30 

Current Session Members 

Class of 2021          Class of 2022       Class of 2023 

Mike Fallin               Tom Cook             Theresa Moore 

Gail Mayer         Bob Christian       Doug Trimble 

Joyce Obenschain  Anita Tuttle           Joan Wright 

                                  Sandy Showalter  

 

Hebron’s Inclement Weather Policy 

     If winter weather is ever severe 

enough for us to cancel church ser-

vices, tune into television station 

WHSV-TV3 in Harrisonburg or log into 

its website (www.whsv.com) for news of church 

cancellations.  Also, we will place a message on the 

church answering machine at 540-885-1648. 

     In any case, please use your common sense 

when we have severe weather conditions even if 

you do not see an announcement on TV3.  Above 

all, be safe!  If your own walkway, driveway, street, 

or road is hazardous, please do not take any unnec-

essary risks! 

Additions and Corrections 

     If you have name, address, or phone 

number changes, please contact the office 

so that we may update our directory.  Also, 

if you would rather receive your newsletter 

electronically, please notify us.  Thank you! 

Communion and Installation 
     On January 10, Hebron will celebrate holy com-

munion.  Communion elements will be distributed 

at the point of entry of our drive-in service.  Par-

ticipants will hold the elements until time to par-

take. 

     Installation of the new Session members will be 

held on Sunday, January 24 during the drive-in 

service.   

mailto:hebronchurch@msn.com
http://www.whsv.com
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January, 2021 

Hebron Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School 9:55 A.M./Worship 11 A.M. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 
Drive-In 

Worship 

 

4 5 6 
Epiphany 

7 8 9 

10 
Drive-In 

Worship 

 

Communion 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 
Drive-In 

Worship 

18 19 20 21 

 

22 23 

24 
Drive-In 

Worship 

31 

25 26 27 28 
 

29 30 


