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December 5, 2021                   Second Sunday of Advent             11:00 A.M. 

PRELUDE                        Joel VanderZee 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                        Guy Wright  

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  

P:  Let us know what time it is. For it is the moment for us to awake from sleep. 

All: For salvation is nearer to us now, than when we became believers. 

P: The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us lay aside the darkness and put on 
 the armor of light. 

All: Come, let us worship God. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - The Candle of Peace (Greg and Lina Smith) 

     Now we light the second Advent candle– the candle of Peace– with an abiding prayer 
that the Light will overcome the darkness in our lives to renew our hope and us God’s 
peace that passes understanding. As we wait for God’s time of fulfillment we ask for the 
courage to be faithful messengers of God’s light and God's love 

UNISON PRAYER 

     O God of Peace, we live in a fearful time. We are aware that many of your children 
are suffering, homeless, displaced, mistreated and hopeless. Open us to the light of 
your love and compassion; give us the courage and opportunity to share your love 
with others, by carrying good news and comfort into dark places. May peace be born 
anew in us and in our world during the Advent season. Amen. 

HYMN                             “ Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus“                   Hebron Singers 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

     Almighty God, we are a world at war. Our peace  depends upon your coming to us. 

We are a sinful people. Our peace  depends upon your coming to us. We are full of 
good intentions but weak at keeping promises. Our only hope of doing your will is 
that you should come to us and help us do it. Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, our 
world waits for your peace, for your pardon and for your grace. Even so,: come, Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

ANTHEM       “Sleepers Wake! A Voice Astounds Us”              Hebron Singers                        

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Malachi 3: 1-4  

    "Behold, I send my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant in whom you de-
light, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears?  

     "For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, till they pre-
sent right offerings to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleas-
ing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 

GOSPEL READING ~ Luke 1:5-25 

      In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the divi-
sion of Abijah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordi-
nances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and 
both were advanced in years. 

      Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, accord-
ing to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the Lord 
and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the 
hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell 
upon him. But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer is 
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  

     And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will be 
great before the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the sons of 
Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared."      

      And Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is advanced in years." And the angel answered him,                     (Cont.) 



"I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to 
bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the 
day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will 
be fulfilled in their time." And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they won-
dered at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to them, 
and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them 
and remained dumb. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
     After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, 
saying, "Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take away 
my reproach among men." 

P:  The Word of the Lord      All:     Thanks be to God 

SERMON                  “Generations of Preparation“                      Rev. Steve Willis 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          The Apostles’ Creed        

 I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bur-
ied; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 

into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen 

HYMN                    “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”           Hebron Singers 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

BENEDICTION                                                            Rev. Steve Willis             

CHORAL RESPONSE                “Gloria in Excelsis Deo ”                          Hebron Singers  

POSTLUDE                                                              Joel VanderZee 

 

*Stand as you are able   

BOLDFACE TYPE  indicates words to be spoken or sung by the congregation 

PRE PRINTED 


