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First Sunday of Advent

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
11:00 A.M.

PRELUDE

Joel VanderZee

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Guy Wright

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
Do you hear the sounds of joy?
All:
P:

ANTHEM

Joel VanderZee

Have you heard the messenger’s good news?

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

The Word was with God from the beginning.

OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Isaiah 11:1-6

In Jesus, the Word has come to dwell among us.

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smite
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the
wicked. Righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, and faithfulness the girdle of his
loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.

We celebrate the true light that opens our eyes.
We scan the horizon eagerly awaiting the arrival of new life.

All:

God of glory, we confess that we have not recognized you in our midst nor listened for your voice. Our faith is fragile, and our iniquity goes unrecognized amid
our own self-concerns. We have lived as if we have no need to account for the life
we have been given. We have failed to prepare the way for Christ's entry into our
everyday environment. Help us to change our mundane thoughts. Amen

The voice calls us from the desert.
Make straight the way for the Lord

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - The Candle of Hope (Guy and Joan Wright)
We light the first Advent candle - the candle of Hope—as an expression of our desire to
find ways to serve one another cheerfully and joyfully as we wait expectantly and hopefully for God’s promise to be fulfilled in our midst.
UNISON PRAYER

NEW TESTAMENT READING ~ John 1:1-6

O God of hope, we praise you for this time of Advent. Help us walk in the ways of
justice and righteousness, and in the light of your love as we seek to increase our love
for one another. Keep us watchful and expectant as we wait for your coming among
us. Amen.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

HYMN #

P: The Word of the Lord

All:

SERMON

“The Christmas Horizon“

CALL TO CONFESSION

“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming“

#255

Hebron Singers

Thanks be to God
Mark Wilson

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic Church; the communion of Saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen
HYMN

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Hebron Singers

JOYS AND CONCERNS
MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE

Mark Wilson
“ Now Thank We All Our God”

POSTLUDE

Hebron Singers
Joel VanderZee

*Stand as you are able
BOLDFACE TYPE indicates words to be spoken or sung by the congregation
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