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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
ANTHEM
11:00 A.M.
Joel VanderZee

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Steve Willis

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 146 adapted)
P:
We will praise the Lord as long as we live. We will sing praises to our God all our
lives long.
All:
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is the Lord
their God.
P:
The Lord sets the prisoners free.
All:
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
P:
The Lord watches over the stranger.
All:
The Lord will reign forever.
*UNISON PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of life, we thank you for calling us to belong to something so much bigger
than ourselves. We thank you for your church in all times and places. We pray that all
who come to worship today may sense the amazing grace of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The Good News is bigger than this church and points us to your kingdom of
which there is no end. Amen.
HYMN #407

“God Has Spoken By His Prophets”

Hebron Singers

CALL TO CONFESSION
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin with humility.
Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against
ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world. The profit and pleasures
we pursue do harm to the natural world you have created. The fears and
jealousies we harbor set neighbor against neighbor. We take for granted the
good gifts you bestow and become ungrateful in our hearts. Lord, have mercy
upon us. Set us free to serve you and to follow in the way of Christ our Lord. Amen.

Joel VanderZee

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT READING ~ Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or
gold. The rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is the maker of them all.
He who sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of his fury will fail.
He who has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.
Do not rob the poor, because he is poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate;
for the LORD will plead their cause and despoil of life those who despoil them.
NEW TESTAMENT READING ~ Mark 7: 24-37
And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he entered
a house, and would not have any one know it; yet he could not be hid.
But immediately a woman, whose little daughter was possessed by an unclean spirit,
heard of him, and came and fell down at his feet. Now the woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. And
he said to her, "Let the children first be fed, for it is not right to take the children's bread
and throw it to the dogs." But she answered him, "Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the
table eat the children's crumbs." And he said to her, "For this saying you may go your
way; the demon has left your daughter." And she went home, and found the child lying in
bed, and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, through the region of the Decapolis. And they brought to him a man who was deaf
and had an impediment in his speech; and they besought him to lay his hand upon him.
And taking him aside from the multitude privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and he
spat and touched his tongue; and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and said to him,
"Ephphatha," that is, "Be opened." And his ears were opened, his tongue was released,
and he spoke plainly. And he charged them to tell no one; but the more he charged
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. And they were astonished beyond measure,
saying, "He has done all things well; he even makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak."
P: The Word of the Lord
SERMON

All:

Thanks be to God

“Surprising Faith, Amazing Grace”

Rev. Steve Willis

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

HYMN #526

“The Solid Rock“

Hebron Singers

JOYS AND CONCERNS
MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE

Rev. Steve Willis
“On Christ the Solid Rock”

POSTLUDE

Hebron Singers
Joel VanderZee

*Stand if you are able
BOLDFACE TYPE indicates words to be spoken or sung by the congregation
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Vision Statement
Inspired by the word of God and led by the Holy Spirit, we strive to love and
worship God in harmony, to welcome all into our congregation, and to support, trust, inspire and forgive one
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