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First Sunday of Christmas

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
11:00 A.M..
Sean Dye, Organist
Rev. Steve Willis

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
All:
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
P:
Jesus Christ is our life and light. Let us worship him this day.
All:
Be near us, Lord Jesus, we ask you to stay close by us forever and love us,
we pray.
*UNISON PRAYER OF ADORATION
Eternal God, all glory to you for the gift of your Son, who is light in darkness
and hope of the world. He has become for us, our salvation. With singing angels let
us praise your name and tell the earth his story, that all may believe, rejoice and
bow down, acknowledging your love though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
ANTHEM
CALL TO CONFESSION

Sean Dye, Organist
Rev. Steve Willis

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, in the beginning you spoke, and creation was born, the object of your
loving care. In the fullness of time you spoke, and the Word became flesh, Jesus, gift
of your love. We wonder at the miracle of creation and stand in awe before the mystery of incarnation. Forgive us earthbound creatures, feeble in faith, empty of hope,
lacking in love. Let the miracle of the Christ child abide in our hearts and shine light
on our lives. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 9: 2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a
land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased its joy; they rejoice before
thee as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor,
thou hast broken as on the day of Midian.
For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled
in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his
shoulder, and his name will be called "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace."
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon the
throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this.
GOSPEL READING
John 1: 1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to
bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but
came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming
into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God.
(cont.)

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him,
and cried, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, for
he was before me.'") And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one
has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him
known.
P: This is the word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“Christmas Incarnate”

Rev. Steve Willis

(The Apostle’s Creed)

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen
JOYS AND CONCERNS
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