SERMON

“Long Advent Introductions”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Rev. Steve Willis

The Apostles’ Creed

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting.
Amen
MUSIC

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Hebron Quartet

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, Let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit, Raise us to thy glorious throne.
MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts and debtors…)
BENEDICTION
“Make straight in the desert a highway for
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and
the rough places a plain.
“And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, or
the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Isaiah 40:3-5

"Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among men
with whom he is pleased!"
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PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Steve Willis

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP ~ (Isaiah 40 adapted)
L: A voice cries out: “ In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.”
A: Every valley shall be lifted up and every mountain and hill be made low.
L: The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does
not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He does not faint
and strengthens the powerless.
A: Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they
shall walk and not faint.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH ~ The Candle of Peace
Ellen Desper and Charles Buchanan
Watch! Wait! The messenger of the Lord is coming to make the paths straight
and prepare the way of the Lord. We lit a candle last week to proclaim our hope in
God’s faithfulness. But it is just a small light, and the darkness threatens to overcome
it! We are God’s covenant people, and we know God keeps covenant and fulfills
promises. As we await the final fulfillment teach us to find ways to become messengers of God’s promised peace, and spread the Good News of God’s love to all people.
The Psalmist writes, “May you see your children’s children. Peace be upon
Israel! Psalm 128:6
Now we light the second candle—the candle of Peace– with an abiding prayer
that the Light will overcome the darkness in our lives to renew our hope and give us
God’s peace that passes understanding. As we wait for God’s time of fulfillment we
ask for the courage to be faithful messengers of God’s light and God’s love.

PRAYER: O God of peace, we live in a fearful time. We are aware that many of
your children are suffering, homeless, displaced, mistreated, and hopeless.
Open us to the light of your love and compassion; give us the courage and opportunity to share your love with others by carrying good news and comfort into dark places.
May peace be born anew in us and in our world during this advent season.
MUSIC
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Hebron Quartet
O come, o come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come , Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with Heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL LESSON ~ Mark1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
"Behold, I send my messenger before thy face,
Who shall prepare thy way;
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight--"
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the
people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around
his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes
he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."
This is the word of the Lord; Thanks be to God!

