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July 31, 2022                 Eighth Sunday After Pentecost                       11:00 A.M.  
 

PRELUDE                                Joel VanderZee 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            Guy Wright 
 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                                 Gerald Harper 

L:    We are called together this day to praise God. 
All: We ask that God will put us in pathways of service to others. 
L: The Lord will walk with us as we faithfully witness to Christ’s love. 
All: Open our hearts, Lord, to receive your words and will. 
L:  Come, let us worship God! 
All: Let us sing our praises to God our Redeemer and Healer. 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 Dear Lord of this World, You alone God are the creator of all things and Your cre-
ation is nothing less than perfect. As we have often strayed from Your divine plan for 
mankind, you continuously and relentlessly pursue us to return back into Your graces.  
The ultimate pursuit was evident in the sacrifice of Your only begotten Son for atone-
ment of our sins. This hour provides us with an opportunity to worship You and the ris-
en Son. God, please shine Your grace upon us as we adapt to these constantly changing 
times. Political, racial, and philosophical divisions are destroying unity throughout this 
great country. Encourage Your church to promote peace and healing within our nation 
and to the ends of the earth. Direct our thoughts that we might take advantage of mo-
ment as we praise You in song and scripture. May our thoughts and voice truly reflect 
our sincere appreciation for Your abiding devotion to Your people. We ask all this in the 
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

HYMN           “ Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah”                        # 682  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                 Gerald Harper 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 Blessed One, you invite us to enter a new life with joy, but we are slow to let go 
of our old ways. We confess that we reject you by our actions. We confess that we 
hoard your gift of love, and we fail to offer that gift to others. Save us from ourselves, O 
Lord. Forgive us and guide us to follow your Way. Amen  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
      L:  By Christ’s action on the cross, we are reconciled and united with God  

  and with one another. 
   Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News. 
           A: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God  
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                        #813  

ANTHEM             “I’ve Found A Friend”                Joan Wright, Piano Solo 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING               Genesis 37:14b-28 
 Joseph came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man 
asked him, “What are you seeking ?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, 
where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them 
say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan.  
They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill 
him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and 
throw him into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and 
we shall see what will become of his dreams.”  But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him 
out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; 
throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”— that he might res-
cue him out of their hand and restore him to his father.  So when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they 
took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.  Then they 
sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, 
with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt.  
 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal 
his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is 
our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed.  When some Midianite traders 
passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

NEW TESTAMENT READING       Ephesians 1:3-12
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love.  He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.          (Cont.) 



 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he 
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 
counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the 
praise of his glory. 

  L: This is the Word of the Lord  All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                “Who Wrote THIS Script?“        Gerald Harper 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          (The Apostles Creed)  

     I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heav-
en, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come 
to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

*HYMN                                  “Take My Life And Let It Be”          # 597 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERING              *DOXOLOGY                                                 # 815 

PRAYER  OF DEDICATION 

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

*HYMN                                          “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                         # 656 

BENEDICTION                     Gerald Harper 

CHORAL RESPONSE                          “God Be With You ”                                                 Choir 

POSTLUDE                       Joel VanderZee 

* Those who are able may stand          

BOLDFACE  indicates words spoken or sung by the congregation 
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Mission Statement 
As an historic church community we celebrate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 

 grow in faith through worship, and serve our congregation and community with love. 


