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May 15, 2022          Fifth Sunday of Easter                        11:00 A.M. 
 

PRELUDE                    Joel VanderZee 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            Guy Wright 
 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Psalm 24)  

P: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it. 

ALL: For he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers. 

P: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 

All: Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not life up their souls to 
 what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. 

P: They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their 
 salvation. 

All: Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of  
 Jacob. 
 

*UNISON PRAYER OF ADORATION         

 Almighty God, maker of heaven and earth, all that exists comes from your crea-

tive power. The loveliness of the green, spring countryside reflects the beauty of how 

you have made all things well. The vastness of the galaxies reflects your majesty. The 

gift of each of our lives reflects your goodness and love. We gather to worship you and 

sing our gratitude. Let your Holy Spirit be within and among us this day. Amen. 

*HYMN            ” Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”          # 90 

CALL TO CONFESSION                  Rev. Steve Willis 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

 Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried to hide 

from you, for we have done wrong. We have lived for ourselves, and apart from you. 

We have turned from neighbors, and refused to bear the burdens of others. We have 

ignored the pain of the world, and passed by the hungry and the poor. In your great 

mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose your will and 

obey your commandments through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI                            # 813 

ANTHEM                “Eden’s Song“                  Choir               

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                  Psalm 148
 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise him in the heights! Praise him, 
all his angels, praise him, all his host! Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them praise the name of 
the LORD! For he commanded and they were created. And he established them for ever and ever; 
he fixed their bounds which cannot be passed. Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters 
and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! Mountains and all 
hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! Kings of the 
earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men and maidens together, old 
men and children! Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is 
above earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the 
people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the LORD!       

GOSPEL READING                           Acts 11:1-18      

     Now the apostles and the brethren who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles also had re-
ceived the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized 
him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" But Peter began and 
explained to them in order: "I was in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, 
something descending, like a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came 
down to me. Looking at it closely I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds 
of the air. And I heard a voice saying to me, 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.' But I said, 'No, Lord; for 
nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But the voice answered a second 
time from heaven, 'What God has cleansed you must not call common.' This happened three 
times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. At that very moment three men arrived at the 
house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. And the Spirit told me to go with them, 
making no distinction. These six brethren also accompanied me, and we entered the man's 
house. And he told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 'Send to 
Joppa and bring Simon called Peter; he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved,        



you and all your household.' As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the 
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 'John baptized with water, but 
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to 
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could withstand God?" When they 
heard this they were silenced. And they glorified God, saying, "Then to the Gentiles also God has 
granted repentance unto life."  

 P: This is the word of the Lord All:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                 “Until All Creation Cries Glory”             Rev. Steve Willis 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostle’s Creed 

     I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bur-
ied; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

*HYMN       “The Church’s One Foundation”         # 404 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERING    
*DOXOLOGY                   # 815 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN                            “All The  Way My Savior Leads Me”                      # 680 

BENEDICTION            Rev. Steve Willis 

CHORAL RESPONSE          “God Be With You”      Choir 

POSTLUDE                                  Joel VanderZee 

* Those who are able may stand; BOLDFACE  indicates words spoken or sung by the congregation. 
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