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May 1, 2022        Third Sunday of Easter                        11:00 A.M. 
 

PRELUDE                    Joel VanderZee 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            Guy Wright 
 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  (adapted from Psalm 27; John 4) 

P: Let us worship God, our light and our salvation. 

All: The Lord is the stronghold of our lives. 

P:  We desire to live in God’s house and to seek God in his holy temple. 

All: We have come with shouts of joy, to sing and to make music to the Lord. 

P: Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 

All: Teach us your ways and make straight our paths in this hour of worship and 
 always. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF ADORATION  

 Eternal God, you have called us to be members of one body. Join us with 

those who in all times and places have praised your name, that, with one heart and 

mind, we may exhibit the unity of your kingdom. Let your Holy Spirit direct the 

openness of our hearts and the exercise of our minds to you, One God, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

*HYMN        ”Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                  # 11  

CALL TO CONFESSION                  Rev. Steve Willis 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 Gracious God, you have given to us all that we need to lead faithful lives of 
gratitude before you. Yet, even though we acknowledge that you have provided for 
us, we confess that we have often failed to recognize your good gifts. Have mercy, O 
Lord, for the times that we have refused to change in order to live obediently. Have 
mercy, O Lord, for the times that we have been angry with someone else, when they 
have changed in order to be obedient to you. Lead us in the way of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI                           # 813 

ANTHEM      “Change My Heart, O God ”                      Choir               

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

NEW TESTAMENT READING               Revelation 5: 11-14     

     Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the 
voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying 
with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" And I heard every creature in heav-
en and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, "To him who 
sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might for ever 
and ever!" And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and wor-
shiped.     

NEW TESTAMENT READING                                                                     Acts 9: 1-20  

     But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now 
as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed about 
him. And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?" And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting; but rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." The men 
who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul 
arose from the ground; and when his eyes were opened, he could see nothing; so they led 
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was without sight, 
and neither ate nor drank. 
      Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
"Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus named Saul; for 
behold, he is praying,  and he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight." But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he 
has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name." But the Lord said 
to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles  



and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake 

of my name." So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him 

he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 

came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And 

immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. Then he 

rose and was baptized, and took food and was strengthened. For several days he was 

with the disciples at Damascus. And in the synagogues immediately he proclaimed Jesus, 

saying, "He is the Son of God."                            

  P: This is the word of the Lord All:  Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                     “An Unlikely Convert”                          Rev. Steve Willis 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     The Apostle’s Creed 

     I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bur-
ied; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

*HYMN       “Spirit of God Descend Upon My Heart”      # 390                                 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERING    
*DOXOLOGY                   # 815 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN                                    “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”                                        # 591 

BENEDICTION            Rev. Steve Willis 

POSTLUDE                                  Joel VanderZee 

* Those who are able may stand; BOLDFACE  indicates words spoken or sung by the congregation. 
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Mission Statement 
As an historic church community we celebrate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 

 grow in faith through worship, and serve our congregation and community with love. 


