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Fourth Sunday of Lent

PRELUDE

ANTHEM
11:00 A.M.
Laura Douglass

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Guy Wright

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
P:
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
All: Let the faithful offer prayer to the Lord, so that at times of distress the rush of
mighty waters will not overwhelm them.
P:
For the Lord is our hiding place and will preserve us amidst trouble.
All:
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, and shout for joy all you upright in heart.
* UNISON PRAYER OF ADORATION
Eternal God, Maker of heaven and earth, we gather with gladness for the
many blessings that you have bestowed upon us. We witness the return of spring in
the beautiful blooms of forsythia and redbud, and we are reminded of your creative
presence. During this Lenten season, may the beauty of creation point us to you,
who alone have the power to create life. In this fallen world, still at war with itself,
guide us in the path of Christ’s cross leading to the life of Easter morning. Amen.

*HYMN
CALL TO CONFESSION

“This is My Father’s World”

#143
Rev. Steve Willis

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Heavenly Father, in your great love for us, you sent your Son, Jesus, to our
world. Through his life, death, and resurrection you have brought us near, as your
own adopted daughters and sons. Forgive us for the times that we have been ungrateful children. We confess the ways we have squandered your gifts when we
were far from you. And we confess the times when we have thought of ourselves too
highly, as your only responsible children, and become embittered. Help us to find our
home in you and to appreciate all the siblings of the family of faith. Amen .
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

“What Wondrous Love”

#314

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
EPISTLE READING
II Corinthians 5:16-21
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once regarded Christ from a human point of view, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold,
the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
NEW TESTAMENT READING
Luke 15:11-32
And he said, "There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to
his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.' And he divided his living
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.
So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his
fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no
one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise
and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants."'
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father
saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son
said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.' And they began to make merry.
"Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard
music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he
said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he

has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came
out and entreated him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served
you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might
make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your
living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him, 'Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for
this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'"

P: This is the word of the Lord.
SERMON

All: Thanks be to God.

“Coming Home”

Rev. Steve Willis

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostle’s Creed
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen .
*HYMN

“Softly and Tenderly”

#479

JOYS AND CONCERNS

Mission Statement
As an historic church community we celebrate Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior,
Grow in faith through worship, and serve our congregation and community with love.

MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
*HYMN

“He Leadeth Me”

BENEDICTION

CHORAL RESPONSE

#690
Rev. Steve Willis

“O God of Love, O King of Peace”

POSTLUDE
* Those who are able may stand
BOLDFACE indicates words spoken or sung by the congregation
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