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Epiphany Sunday

Joel VanderZee

11:00 A.M.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

PRELUDE

Joel VanderZee

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Guy Wright

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Hebrews 1:1-3 adapted)
P:
Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
All:
Now God has spoken to us by a Son.
P:
God made the world through the Son, who has been appointed heir of all things
and the perfect reflection of God’s glory.
All:
The Son is exact representation of God’s being, sustaining all things by his
powerful Word.
P:
Praise God for the gift of the Son.
All:
We welcome the light of the world!
*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Lord God of the nations, we have seen the star of your glory rising in splendor. The radiance of your incarnate Word pierces the night that covers the earth and
signals the dawn of justice and peace. May his brightness illumine our lives and beckon all nations to walk in your light. We ask this through Jesus Christ your Word made
flesh. Amen
HYMN
CALL TO CONFESSION

“The Christmas Miracle”
Rev. Steve Willis

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, you have been our guide through all generations. You once used a star
to lead people to Christ. But we confess our poor sense of direction. We let ourselves
become confused, easily distracted, and lose our way. We fail to follow the signs you
provide Forgive our awkwardness, O God. Lead us to the Christ so that we may follow his way to you. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 60:1-6
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon
you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but
the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes round about, and see; they all gather together, they come to
you; your sons shall come from far, and your daughters shall be carried in the arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant, your heart shall thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
GOSPEL READING

Matthew 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship
him." When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is
written by the prophet:
'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people
Israel.'"
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him." When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which
they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the
child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; (Cont.)

and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
P: This is the word of the Lord.
SERMON

All: Thanks be to God.

“The Light of Epiphany”

Rev. Steve Willis

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostle’s Creed)
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence
He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN

“Come, Share the Lord ”

JOYS AND CONCERNS
MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

Vision Statement
Inspired by the word of God and led by the Holy Spirit, we strive to love and
worship God in harmony, to welcome all into our congregation, and to support, trust, inspire and forgive
one another. We are committed to Christian education and service to our members and community

UNISON CLOSING PRAYER
O God, who in Jesus Christ called us out of darkness into marvelous light, enable
us always to declare your wonderful deeds, to thank you for your steadfast love, and
to praise you with heart, soul, mind, and strength, now and forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Rev. Steve Willis
“Be Near Me, Lord Jesus”
Joel VanderZee
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