
Volunteers will be needed when Hebron Presbyterian 

Church hosts the 138th stated meeting of Shenandoah 

Presbytery on May 13. 

A number of groups and individual 

members of the church have already 

committed to helping with this im-

portant event. 

Session appointed a steering com-

mittee of all committee chairs to deal 

with preparations for the meeting. A 

planning meeting was held March 17 

with Kim Stroupe, administrative 

supervisor of the Presbytery office, 

to discuss Hebronôs responsibilities 

for set-up and preparation for the 

presbytery meeting. 

At the planning meeting, it was decided that Fred 

Smiley, Glenn Mader and Jon Arneson will be in 

charge of physical set-up for the meeting (tables, etc.), 

as well as parking; Hannah Bush will be in charge of 

registration  (for  which  Hilda  Dundas,  Betty  Ott  and  

The Hebron Presbyterian 

Womenôs Birthday and Mis-

sion Emphasis will be cele-

brated at the General Gather-

ing on Tuesday, May 6, at 

7:00 p.m. in the church Fel-

lowship Hall. 

The entire congregation is invited to join us on May 

6. The refreshments will feature a ñMystery Dessert.ò  

Hebronôs Presbyterian Women will continue the sig-

nificant ministry of the Birthday Celebration Program 

with reports on two major ministry and mission empha-

ses: 

Some members of the Covenant Presbyterian 

Church team will talk about their Katrina Relief efforts 

in Mississippi after that 2005 disaster. 

You can also see our very own moringa trees grow-

ing ï a project to fight hunger in the Democratic Re-

public of Congo. 

and Janet Wiseman 

have volunteered to 

help);  Mike Fallin 

will be in charge of 

making signs to di-

rect visitors; Mike 

Ruleman will be in 

charge of the sound 

system in the sanc-

tuary for the general 

meeting; and Peggy Hewitt, Joyce Coleman, and the 

Presbyterian Women will be in charge of preparing 

food (snacks at registration, and a meal for lunch). 

We will need the help of many volunteers on May 13 

when 225 or more people attend the Presbytery meet-

ing. Please contact any of the those named in the previ-

ous paragraph to volunteer to help in their area  

(helping with parking, preparing/serving food, being 

available to direct visitors to different parts of the 

church, working in the nursery, assisting in the office, 

receiving or delivering messages, etc.). 

Please join us and show 

your support for Presbyte-

rian Women, as well as par-

ticipating in our Birthday 

Celebration. 

Also please pray for the 

ongoing Presbyterian Wo-

menôs mission projects of 

Katrina Relief and planting 

moringa trees to fight hunger in Africa. 

The Birthday Offering began in 1922, as a program to 

celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Womanôs Auxil-

iary of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 

(PCUS). The PCUS was one of the forerunners of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) [or PC(USA)], of which 

Hebron is a member. The PC(USA) was formed by the 

merger of the PCUS, commonly referred to as the 

ñsouthern church,ò  and the United Presbyterian Church   
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Hebron Presbyterian Church will once again receive 

the denominational Pentecost Offering in 2008. The 

offering will be collected on Pentecost Sunday, May 11. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA), of which Hebron is 

a member, has four annual denominational offerings: 

One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peacemaking, 

and Christmas Joy. 

With the Pentecost Offering, 40% of the collection 

stays in the local church, to be used for local missions 

designated by the individual church, while 60% goes to 

the PCUSA for national distribution to ministries and 

projects to help children at risk, youth, and young 

adults. 
 

Commitment/Witness Committee  
Encourages Active Involvement  

Daily reading of the 2008 Mission Yearbook gives a 

most exciting overview of the many ways Presbyterians 

participate in mission. This year the Commitment/

Witness Committee has a key goal to become more in-

volved with some direct activities with those benevo-

lent offerings and causes that we support. For example, 

there are opportunities to participate in one-on-one help 

with the Scouts, such as teaching and assisting with 

earning badges. We are also looking into ways to help 

with the Blue Ridge Food Bank and the Verona Food 

Pantry, or serving meals at the Valley Mission. We re-

quest your thoughts and suggestions on being more di-

rectly involved as we witness to God's work each 

day. Thank you for your continuing support to care for 

others! 

For 2008, 

Massanetta 

S p r i n g s 

Camp and 

Conference 

Center has been designated to receive Hebronôs portion 

of the Pentecost Offering. 

The Pentecost Offering provides a way to directly 

meet the needs of children at risk, youth, and young 

adults.  The benefits can be seen all around us. Congre-

gations are trying new ways to minister with the chil-

dren at risk in their communities.  General Assembly 

programs are advocating for children and providing 

leadership development opportunities for our youth and 

young adults.  Since 1998, Presbyterians of all ages 

have raised over $4.8 million for these ministries that 

benefit younger members of Godôs family. 

Missing 

A Tree? 
Have you missed the large 

spruce tree at the corner of the 

manse lawn?  Virginia Power 

cut it down, as it has been lean-

ing toward their lines for many 

years. Our sincere thanks to 

Doug and Jonathan Riley for 

cleaning up and removing all the debris! We also thank 

Fred Smiley for coordinating this project.  

PCUSA Pentecost Offering To Be Received On May 11  

Presbyterian Womenôs Birthday Meeting Is May 6 
(Continued from Previous Page) 

USA, or the ñnorthern church.ò (Originally, there was 

one Presbyterian Church in the United States, but it di-

vided into northern and southern streams in the late 

1830s based on various theological issues, and political 

issues such as slavery. Because of the overlapping slav-

ery issue, the two branches were commonly called 

northern and southern.) 

For the 10th anniversary of the PCUS Womanôs Aux-

iliary, it was decided that an offering should be made 

for a definite cause. That year, 1922, Hallie Paxson 

Winsborough, superintendent of womenôs work, visited 

Miss Dowdôs School of Girls in Kochi, Japan. Realiz-

ing its needs, she challenged members of the Womanôs 

Auxiliary to give one penny for each year of their lives 

(or  a  dollar  if a woman preferred not to reveal her age) 

as a birthday gift to the school in honor of the auxiliary. 

The PCUS Womanôs Auxiliary became the Women 

of the Church in 1948. When Presbyterian Women was 

formed in 1988 after the merger of the PCUS and the 

UPCUSA in 1983, it was decided to continue the mean-

ingful tradition of the Birthday Offering. 

The Creative Ministries Offering Committee of Pres-

byterian Women annually reviews proposals and se-

lects no more than five recipients before the Birthday 

Offering is Collected. For 2008, the committee chose 

only two projects, so the grants to each could be larger, 

and make more of an impact in their communities. 

The grant amounts for the two projects ï ongoing 

Katrina Relief, and the planting of moringa trees ï will 

depend upon the amount of money collected in 2008. 

The goal for the offering is $1.2 million. 



The Session of Hebron Presbyterian Church met on 

Tuesday, March 18, for its stated monthly meeting. 

Minutes for the meeting were approved April 24 and 

printed here. 

Present: Elders Jon Arneson, Hannah Bush, Linda 

Dundas, Mike Fallin, John Hildebrand, Glenn Mader, 

Richard Rathburn, Michael Ruleman, Martha Sieck, 

Jeff Simmons, Fred Smiley, Emerson Willard; Modera-

tor Rev. Frank Wyche 

Excused: Elders David Moore, Patsy Shull, Doris 

Smith, Joan Wright; Clerk Alan L. Mayer 

A quorum being present, the Moderator opened the 

meeting with prayer, scripture, and devotions at 7:05 

p.m. The meeting was held March 18 instead of the 

standing meeting date of the third Thursday of the 

month, because March 20, 2008 is Maundy Thursday. 

Clerkôs Report: In the absence of the clerk, Michael 

Ruleman was appointed acting clerk for the meeting. 

The minutes of the February 21, 2008 stated Session 

meeting and the March 16, 2008 called Session meet-

ing were approved. 

Membership: It was noted that nine new church 

members were received during morning worship on 

Palm Sunday, March 16, 2008: Sean Ratliff, Tara Rat-

liff, Alisa Ratliff, and Aine Waller all joined by pro-

fessing their faith and being baptized; and Martha 

Moore, Maryanna Turnage, Eugene Underwood (Tut-

tle), Simon Willard, and Andrew Wyche joined by pro-

fessing their faith, confirming and reaffirming the bap-

tismal vows made on their behalf when they were bap-

tized as infants. A motion passed to remove James F. 

Nycum Jr. from the church roll following his death on 

March 16, 2008. A motion passed to move Larry Ad-

ams and Isabel Adams from the inactive roll to the ac-

tive roll, and to issue a certificate of transfer to the 

Staunton Church of the Brethren at their request. 

Building Use: Motions passed to approve requests to 

use the Fellowship Hall from Linda Hickey for a family 

reunion May 31 and June 1, 2008; and from E. Anne 

Willard for a stamp and card-making group on the first 

Monday of each month. 

Treasurerôs Report: Treasurer Mike Ruleman pre-

sented a detailed Report of Fund Balances and a Report 

of Receipts and Disbursements since the last meeting. 

A motion passed to accept the report as presented. 

A motion passed to use memorial gifts in honor of 

Hazel Durham to purchase mini-blinds for all of the 

upstairs rooms in the Education Building. 

Old Business: The Organist Search Committee re-

ported on its work, with advertising and the applicant 

search continuing. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Worship: Hannah Bush reported season special 

events are ongoing, with a Maundy Thursday service 

including Communion by intinction on March 20; vol-

unteers to keep the sanctuary open from 9:00 a.m. 

through 6:00 p.m. for private prayer and reflection on 

Good Friday, March 21; a Sunrise Service on Easter 

Sunday, March 23, at 7:00 a.m. in Hebron Cemetery; 

and Easter morning worship including the Lordôs Sup-

per at 11:00 a.m. 

Cemetery: No report. 

Christian Education:  Mike Ruleman reported on the 

successful Family Game Night held Feb. 8, and the 

Dinner and Movie event on March 14. Upcoming 

events are the community Easter Egg Hunt and hot dog 

lunch March 22 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon; and 

a chaperoned Youth Sleepover with dinner, activities, 

and entertainment in the Fellowship Hall on April 25. 

Dates for annual events/activities set by the commit-

tee were: Vacation Bible School Sunday, June 15, 

through Thursday, June 19, from 5:30 until 8:30 p.m., 

beginning with dinner at 5:30 and the program, ñGroup 

Power Lab,ò beginning at 6:00; fall Sunday School 

Kickoff September 7, with breakfast at 9:00 a.m.; Fall 

Festival on November 7; and Sunday School Christmas 

Dinner for the church on December 14 at 5:30 p.m. A 

pool party is planned for August, and the church will 

participate in the annual CROP Walk, but no dates have 

yet been set. Plans will be made to activate a Youth 

Group in the fall. 

Commitment/Witness: Co-chair Martie Sieck re-

ported on the special offerings for One Great Hour of 

Sharing (offering received March 16 and will be ac-

cepted again on Easter, March 23) and the Pentecost 

Offering (received May 11, with 60 percent going to 

PCUSA nationally, and 40 percent to be dispersed lo-

cally, with the Massanetta Springs Camping Program 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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designated as the 2008 recipient of the local portion). 

Co-Chair and Session Scouting liaison Mike Fallin 

reported on the Cub Scoutsô Pinewood Derby and Blue 

and Gold Banquet on February 9. The congregation is 

encouraged to participate and support Scouting activi-

ties and projects. 

The committee wants to emphasize direct involve-

ment with benevolent causes in 2008 and wants to 

work with other committees as they carry out their min-

istries. Members of Hebron are especially encouraged 

to join the committee in support of the Salvation Army, 

the Verona Food Pantry, Valley Mission, and 

Kingsway at Spotteswood. 
 

Congregational Ministries (Congregational Care, 

Communications, Service): Co-chair Fred Smiley re-

ported that Communion was taken to all the church 

homebound and institutionalized who desired it and 

were able to receive it (two appointments were not kept 

because of last-minute medical situations). About 10 

ordained officers have volunteered to help Pastor Frank 

with home Communion, but more volunteers would be 

welcomed. 

Co-chair Jon Arneson presented the card he and his 

wife Meredith designed (featuring an original drawing 

of the church by Meredith) for the committee to use 

when visiting, mailing members at home, or establish-

ing contact. The committee also thanked E. Anne 

Willard for providing cards for the committee to send 

for special occasions, such as birthdays and holidays. 

He said the cards are greatly appreciated by those re-

ceiving them. 

Co-chair Glenn Mader said the committee is also try-

ing to provide updated photographs of homebound and 

institutionalized members, and perhaps put them on 

church bulletin boards, so others from the congregation 

can see them. This reminds everyone that they are a 

part of the congregation, and provides a focus for 

prayers on their behalf. 
 

Personnel: No report. 
 

Property: Richard Rathburn reported that a satellite 

dish had been installed on the roof of the Education 

Building for the offices of the secretary and the pastor 

to receive Hughes Net internet service instead of using 

a dial-up service. The committee has received bids for 

shingle repair following windstorms; for repainting the 

entire church; and for sending internet service through-

out the buildings in existing wiring. No action was rec-

ommended on any of these areas, as bids are still being 

received and evaluated. 

Stewardship/Finance/Memorials: John Hildebrand 

reported that the committee held its first meeting of 

2008 on February 28. Karl Mattison of the Presbyterian 

Foundation presented a program on stewardship, with 

an emphasis on estate planning for the family and for 

the church. This committeeôs regular meetings during 

the year will be on the on the 4th Thursday of each 

month.  

Pastorôs Report: Rev. Wyche reported that both the 

Sunday evening Bible Study and recently concluded 

Sunday morning Confirmation Class had continued to 

go well. The nine youths in the Confirmation Class 

joined the church on March 16, and Bible Study aver-

ages 12 to 15 people. He requested, and Session agreed, 

that he change his vacation from to April 6-12 to April 

13-19. 

New Business: Discussion was held on hosting the 

May 13 meeting of Shenandoah Presbytery. An organ-

izational meeting of the overall planning committee (all 

Session chairs, representatives of Presbyterian Women, 

and congregational volunteers) was held March 17, at 

which Kim Stroupe of the presbytery office explained 

presbyteryôs needs and expectations for the meeting. 

Presbyterian Women agreed to prepare the lunch and 

the snacks and beverages for registration. A motion 

passed to spend up to $1,000 as necessary to help to 

cover preparations and expenses for the presbytery 

meeting. 

A motion passed to allow the secretary to dispose of 

inoperable and/or out-of-date office equipment that has 

accumulated in recent years. 

Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer con-

cerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives were 

shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and 

individual prayer. The moderator offered prayer for all 

those mentioned. 

The next Stated Session Meeting will be April 24, 

2008, at 7:00 p.m. (in lieu of April 17, since the pastor 

will be on vacation at that time). The meeting was ad-

journed with prayer by the moderator at 8:35 p.m. 

Session Report: Minutes From March 18 Meeting 



Presbyterian Women 

Preparing Directory 
Joyce Coleman is working hard to 

get the Presbyterian Womenôs Direc-

tory ready to be printed.  We have a 

number of hard-working committees 

and always need volunteers. Please 

refer to last yearôs directory (copies 

available on the table under the clock in the Educa-

tional Building) to see which committee you would like 

to serve on. 

All the women of the church are needed! Please con-

tact Joyce or the church office if you have any new 

contact information (address, phone number, cell 

phone, email), and also to say which committee you 

would like to work with. Thanks! 

Do You Have News 

About Graduates? 
  Are any members of your family or ex-

tended family graduating from high 

school or college this year? Please let the 

church office know! 
 

Mission Report 
On Monday evening, April 

21, Bruce and Lora Whearty 

(ñnamed spelled óWYô with 

Heart in the middleò ï Bruce) 

met with representatives of lo-

cal Presbyterian churches to tell 

of their upcoming trip to Addis 

Ababa in Ethiopia. They have 

raised the needed support and will be going. 

The Wheartys will be teaching at the Bethel Girlsô 

School. The school is an outreach program of the 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (meaning 

ñhome of Jesusò), the long-time partner church of Pres-

byterian Church (USA), of which Hebron is a member. 

Lora will teach English and Bruce will work with men-

toring and training teachers for EECMY. 

The Wheartys have served 12 years in the South Pa-

cific at Vanuatu, and the past 3 years at PC(USA) in 

Louisville. You can see their profile on the internet at 

http://www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/

wheartyb.htm. Their e-mail is blwhearty@gmail.com. 

Their needs are: 1) being held in prayer; 2) being on 

church newsletter lists; 3) being put on church bulletin 

boards; and 4) receiving letters. 

The Commitment/Witness Committee will provide 

more information on the Wheartys as it is available. 

 

Massanetta  
Memories  

By Hilda Dundas 

When I was asked to write 

about my experience at 

Camp Massanetta, it was not 

difficult to report what I en-

joyed the most the four sum-

mers I attended ï VESPERS 

ï morning and evening!  At 

6:45 a.m. we were up, 

dressed, and going down the 

hill (Hebronôs cottage was located almost on top of a 

high hill) to stand in front of the hotel for scripture, 

prayer, songs and a short message. The morning ves-

pers were optional, but all of us always went. Then we 

went back to the cottage for breakfast at a long table on 

the front porch. 

The days were filled with many activities, all fun and 

memorable, such as Bible study, music, swimming, 

games, going to the Nook for ice cream, etc., and the 

Book Store. Many new friendships that lasted for years 

were formed. God worked many wonders with all of us 

every day! After supper we climbed the hill behind the 

hotel or to the top of the hill behind our cottage for eve-

ning vespers, which were very inspirational! We fell in 

bed completely exhausted (makes me tired now just to 

think about it), but happy! 

The Commitment/Witness Committee and the Con-

gregational Ministries Committee encourage all of our 

youth at Hebron to attend a conference coming this 

summer. As we do not have the cottage, you would be 

staying in the hotel and eating in the dining room. The 

2008 Middle School Conference in June and July will 

offer a unique program structure that provides key-

notes, music, recreation, workshops and small groups 

led by senior highs. Camps are available for children 

Kindergarten and up. 

Information is available on the Massanetta Springs 

website, www.massanettasprings.org, or you can con-

tact the Camp Massanetta office by sending email to 

camp@massanettasprings.org, or telephone (540) 434-

3829 or (888) 627-7774. 

Hebron will even provide some financial aid! Just 

talk with Mrs. Theresa Moore about camp scholarships 

that are available. It has also been decided that 40% of 

the upcoming Pentecost Offering will be given to sup-

port Massanettaôs camping program. 

Yes, Amelia Mader kicked me out of the top bunk, or 

I may have been sleep walking ï Iôll never know. I 

wasnôt hurt, but we took a lot of teasing! 

http://www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/wheartyb.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/missionconnections/profiles/wheartyb.htm


 the Riverheads and 

Churchville Schools 

when we had students 

attending there. The first 

meals were served at 

Cros-B-Crest in 1963, 

then moved to the Live-

stock Pavilion in Verona, 

and then to Expo, and we 

were able to give thou-

sands of dollars to WRE. 

The WRE program has always been very important to 

the folks at Hebron and many have participated over 

the years providing and serving the meals as well as 

walking the students. When we learned last year that 

the sale, more than likely, would move to Rockingham 

County, we wondered what we would do to make the 

money for WRE.  Good News!!  The ladies have voted 

to give the proceeds from the Yard, Bake and Jelly Sale 

on April 11 and 12 to WRE. Everyoneôs help is needed 

to make this project a success! Any questions you may 

have should be directed to Betty Pinter, Chair, at tele-

phone 337-2212. 

strengthen ministries in education, nutrition and techni-

cal assistance to help the people of the Congo recover 

from a devastating 10-year civil war. The grant will be 

provide roofing for 19 existing rural schools. Also, in 

Tshikaji, Kinshasa, and Mbuji Mayl, the funds will ex-

pand the work of the existing Presbyterian Moringa 

programs, where simply including nutritious leaves 

from the Moringa tree has significantly reduced malnu-

trition. The mission purpose is for The Presbyterian 

Communities of Kinshasa and Congo to minister to the 

spiritual, physical, intellectual, and emotional well be-

ing of the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

In August 2005, after Hurricane Katrina, a break in 

New Orleansô 17th Street Canal floodwall (or levee) 

caused Lakeview Presbyterian Churchôs Weekday 

School to be flooded with more than eight feet of wa-

ter. The PW grant will help rebuild the facility and ex-

pand its services. The mission for the school and 

church: that each child and their family may grow in 

the knowledge and love of God and that they may come 

to a more abundant life in Christ our Savior. 

The entire congregation is invited to join us on May 

6. The refreshments will feature a ñMystery Des-

sert.ò Watch the Sunday bulletins for more info! 

News From Presbyterian Women  

Presbyterian Women Birthday Meeting May 6  



Transportation Help Needed 

For Medical Appointments 
The Congregational Min-

istries Committee is look-

ing for volunteers to help 

some of our members get 

to medical appointments. 

If you would be willing 

to volunteer to be part of a group of people who are 

willing to provide transportation to medical appoint-

ments for our members, it would be a great benefit to 

those in need of this service. 

Please contact Janet Wiseman, 885-6490, to have 

your name and contact information put on the list. 
 

Massanetta Summer Camp 

Offers Many Opportunities 
Itôs almost May, and summer 

camp programs are just a few 

weeks away.  Plans are well un-

der way at Camp Massanetta for 

another great summer season, 

and we want you to be a part of 

all the activities. 

The programs this summer 

have something for every-

one. Outrageous games, creative 

worship, fun in the water, new 

friends, cook-outs, spiritual 

growth, campfires, and talks that will help you discover 

that being a Christian is more than just sitting in a pew 

once a week. You will not want to miss these 

events! Why not plan on bringing a group with you to 

camp? Make your plans for the camps you want to at-

tend this summer. Many camps fill early, so donôt wait 

too long. 

Information is available on the Massanetta Springs 

website,  www.massanettasprings.org,  or  you can con- 

 

Happy Birthday To All!  
May birthdays are: 
 

Evelyn Whitmore   1 

Tim Shull    1 

Anna Rose Cahill   1 

Sharon Martin   3 

Isabel Rathburn   3 

Megan Johnson   4 

Kaitlyn Moyer   5 

Conor Cahill    5 

Michael Ruleman   5 

Sean Bratton    9 

Weldon Brown   9 

Kent Shull    9 

Haskins Coleman 11 

John Lyle  11 

Raymond Shull 12 

Donna Moyer 14 

Billie Jo Smiley 14 

Andrew Rathburn  15 

Nancy Hewitt 16 

Janet Wiseman 16 

Bob Wright  17 
 

Very special birthday wishes to: 

Evelyn Whitmore, who will be 80 on May 1; 

Weldon Brown, who will be 82 on May 9; 

Bob Wright, who will be 93 on May 17; 

Reedis Jones, who will be 84 on May 25; and, 

Ruby Durham will be 80 on May 30. 

Anniversay congratulations to: 

John and Betty Ott, who will be married 59 years on 

May 14. 
 

tact the Camp Massanetta office by sending email to 

camp@massanettasprings.org, or telephone (540) 434-

3829 or (888) 627-7774. 

Hebron Presbyterian Church will help pay for any of 

our members to attend a camp session at Massanetta. 

See Theresa Moore for scholarship information. 

Cole Kirtley  19 

Andrew Wyche 19 

MarcieTalbott 20 

Steve Cahill  21 

Betty Croft  21 

Doug Trimble 21 

Bill Glover  23 

Gregory Kirtley 24 

Reedis Jones  25 

Jimmy Brown 26 

Ruby Durham 30 


