
Please join us for worship services as we prepare to 

celebrate Christmas, the Nativity (Birth) of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Regular Sunday morning worship will include the 

lighting of the Advent Wreath, made up of the candles 

of Hope, Prophecy, Faith, and Joy during Advent, and 

the Christ Candle on Christmas Eve and the two Sun-

days after Christmas. Different members of our congre-

gation will light the candle on different Sundays. 

We will have two worship services on Christmas 

Eve. A special Childrenôs Christmas Eve service will 

be held at 4:00 p.m., and we will conduct our annual 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship service on Sunday, 

Dec. 24, at 10:00 p.m. 

Please  join us  on the afternoon of  Monday,  Dec. 24, 
 

What About Church 

In Severe Weather? 
By Pastor Frank Wyche 

I have been given informa-

tion telling me that in the 

event of bad weather, if it is 

ever severe enough to warrant 

canceling church, I should call 

a television station (WHSV-TV3) so they can run the 

announcement about the cancellation. 

Please let me tell all of you in advance: In the event 

of severe winter weather (ice, snow, dangerously low 

temperatures, etc.), I will plan to be here, since we live 

in the manse, so I am only several hundred feet away, 

and someone may show up who didnôt hear the an-

nouncement of the cancellation. 

But, for everyone else, who has to travel to get here, 

please check WHSV-TV3 for an announcement. And 

please use common sense when we have severe winter 

weather, even if you donôt see an announcement! 

Also, in the event that church is canceled because of 

severe winter weather, we will put a message on the 

church answering machine, so just call the church 

office at 885-1648. Ordinarily, we would make a deci-

sion to cancel church by 9:00 a.m. 

When  highway  and  road  conditions  are  dangerous 
 

(Continued on Right Column) 

as our youth and children 

offer their gifts and tal-

ents by leading worship. 

The evening service 

will be ñLessons and 

Carols,ò as we hear Bible 

passages related to the 

birth of Jesus, and sing 

Christmas hymns and 

carols related to the read-

ings. The service will 

conclude with those present passing the light from the 

Christ Candle, and singing ñSilent Night! Holy Night!ò 

by candlelight. 

The church office will be closed for Christmas on 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 24-26, and 

again Monday-Wednesday the following week for New 

Yearôs, from Dec. 31 through Jan. 2. 

The first two Sundays of January will also be special 

worship opportunities. We will celebrate the Lordôs 

Supper on Sunday, Jan. 6, 2008, which is also the day 

of Epiphany (Three Kings Sunday); and we will ordain 

and install new officers on Sunday, Jan. 13, which is 

also Baptism of the Lord Sunday. 

 

because of severe weather, please stay home. If it might 

be hazardous for you to go outside (especially those of 

us getting older, who might slip or fall on the ice), 

please do not risk it by coming to church. 

Please do not risk your own health and safety, or 

endanger the health and safety of anyone else, by 

coming out when severe winter weather makes travel 

dangerous, even if you havenôt seen or heard an an-

nouncement that church has been canceled. 

Remember that God will understand that you are 

staying away for good reason. Also remember that the 

body is the temple of God, so it is a sin to put ourselves 

in harmôs way without a very good reason. And re-

member the ñGolden Ruleò that we should do unto oth-

ers as we would have them do to us, so we should not 

endanger anyone else by driving on unsafe roads, or by 

adding extra vehicles on the road in bad weather. 
 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Holiday Thoughts 

And Meanings 
 

By Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor 

Some people get all upset and ñbent out of shapeò 

about the use of the phrase ñHappy Holidays!ò ï espe-

cially in those retail shops that are trying to make a 

profit off of Christmas shoppers. 

I am not one of those who object to the expression 

ñHappy Holidays,ò because there are several holidays 

that all seem to run together at the end of the year, 

making the period from the fourth Thursday in Novem-

ber through the first day of January a holiday ñseason.ò 

Thanksgiving is the fourth Thursday in November (it 

was Nov. 23 this year). Thanksgiving is important be-

cause itôs the only religious holiday in the U.S.A. that 

originated here. Other holidays either arenôt religious 

(Fourth of July, Veteransô Day, etc.), or else they were 

celebrated throughout the world (Easter, Christmas, 

Pentecost, etc.) before Christianity ever came to North 

America. 

But Thanksgiving is a national holiday that was es-

tablished especially as an occasion to give thanks to 

God for all the blessings he has bestowed upon us as a 

nation, as well as each one of us as an individual. 

Between Thanksgiving and 

Christmas comes the Jewish 

holiday of Hannukah (or Cha-

nukah ï there are various Eng-

lish spellings of the word), or 

the ñFestival of Lights.ò This 

eight-day holiday commemo-

rates the period in Jewish his-

tory when the people of Israel 

revolted against the Syrians 

who controlled Jerusalem and Israel. (The events are 

not part of the Protestant Bible, but are recorded in the 

books of the Maccabees in the Apochrypha, a collec-

tion of books included in the Roman Catholic Bible as 

the word of God, but not considered the inspired word 

of God by Protestants. Protestants consider the books 

useful for study and devotion, including the historical 

accounts recorded in the Maccabees.) 

After driving Syrians from the Temple in Jerusalem, 

the Jews wanted to burn lamps and candles as required 

under the Law as delivered by God to Moses; however, 

there was only enough oil in the lamps for  one day,  

and it  would take  a  full week for the priests to prepare 

and consecrate new oil which would be acceptable for 

use  in  the  Temple.  Then  came  the  ñMiracle  of  the 
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What About Church 

In Severe Weather? 
(Continued from 
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Finally, remember that pride 

can be a sin too, and it would be a 

sin for the church to stay open 

just to be able to say, ñWell, we 

never close for bad weather!ò as 

if that somehow made us better 

than other churches. 

Just use good sense. Check for announcements on TV 

or the church phone to see whether church has been 

canceled. Iôll be here in case someone doesnôt see the 

announcement. But please do not risk your own safety, 

or that of others. Stay safe, stay well, and come back 

the next week! 

    Pastor Frank 
 

(Continued on Right Column) 

Lights,ò when the lamp in the holy place in the Temple 

burned for eight days until the new oil was ritually pre-

pared for use in the Temple. 

Hannukah, the Festival of Lights, is the celebration of 

the remembrance of the re-dedication of the Temple 

after the Syrians were driven out, when the lights 

burned for eight days on only enough oil for a single 

day. (The ñFeast of Dedicationò mentioned in John 

10:22 refers to this holiday.) 

Christmas was originally ñThe Christ Mass,ò the Ro-

man Catholic service of worship (like the daily or 

weekly Mass held to this day in Catholic churches) 

dedicated to, in honor of, or on the focus of Jesus, the 

Christ. It is also called the ñFeast of the Nativity,ò a 

feast being a celebration, and ñnativityò meaning 

ñbirth.ò 

The abbreviation ñXmasò for Christmas is about 

1,000 years old. The ñXò is not the English letter X (as 

some claim in taking offense at the idea that óXô means 

the unknown, while Christians should know that Christ 

is God; or that X means something in homework has 

been marked wrong or crossed out, so the óXô marks 

Christ out of Christmas). It is actually the Greek letter 

ñchiò (lower case , capital ) which looks like an Eng-

lish óX.ô Chi is the first letter in the word ñChris-

tosò () which is how 

ñChristò was written in Greek 

when the New Testament told the 

good news (gospel) of Jesus 

Christ. ñChi-masò is short for ñthe 

Christ-mass,ò  and  using  the  letter 

(Continued on Next Page) 

óXmasô is an 

abbreviation for 

óChristmasô that 

has been used 

for more than 

1,000 years 



Holiday Thoughts 

And Meanings 
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óchiô makes it look like 

Xmas in English. (In 

Germany, when Johann 

Gutenberg printed reli-

gious books and pam-

phlets, he often printed an X for Christ or Xmas for 

Christmas, just to save space.) 

New Yearôs Day isnôt a religious holiday for Chris-

tians, but, like Thanksgiving, it is a day to thank God 

for blessings of the past, and to plan for the future. The 

tradition of New Yearôs Resolutions fits in well with 

the Christian idea that we can set goals for ourselves to 

be better people, and more faithful disciples of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by ending sinful habits, 

and re-committing ourselves to obeying Godôs com-

mands given to us in the Bible. 

The Christian celebration of Epiphany used to be a 

big day in Great Britain. Remember the carol ñThe 12 

Days of Christmasò? Epiphany used to be called 

ñTwelfth Night,ò because it is traditionally celebrated 

12 days after Christmas. It is also called ñOld Christ-

mas,ò because it 

marked the end (or 

culmination) of the 

Christmas season. 

This year, Epiphany 

will be on Sunday, 

Jan. 6. 

   An ñepiphanyò is a 

revelation, or a re-

vealing, or the mani-

festing (appearance) of something. The Christian holi-

day of Epiphany represents the revealing of Christ, or 

the manifestation (the showing) of Christ to the Gen-

tiles, as represented by the Magi, the ñwise men from 

the Eastò (Matt. 2:1-12). Because of the showing of the 

infant Jesus to the Magi as the revealing of the Christ to 

the Gentiles, and because the Magi brought gifts to the 

child, Epiphany is also known as ñThree Kings Sun-

day.ò (A point of trivia: The Bible doesnôt say there 

were three kings; all it does is identify them as magi, 

and it lists three gifts they brought ï gold, frankincense 

and myrrh.) 

Personally, when I say ñHappy Holidaysò it is not 

because Iôm afraid or ashamed to say ñMerry Christ-

mas!ò ï itôs just so much easier than saying, ñMerry 

Christmas, and a Happy New Year, and a Happy 

Epiphany, and I hope you had a good Thanksgiving and 

a Happy Hannukah!ò  So Happy Holidays to all of you,  

Well Done, Thou Good  
And Faithful Servants!  

We have recently had two very faithful servants of 

Hebron Presbyterian Church to step down from their 

respective positions. 

Martha Ramsey resigned as church organist and choir 

accompanist on Oct. 28, 2007, for medical reasons, af-

ter more than 9 years in the position. She has recently 

been playing both organ and piano for choir rehearsals 

and performances, and also directed the Youth Choir 

and Handbell Choir in the past. 

At its Nov. 15 meeting, the Session voted to receive 

Marthaôs resignation with regret, while expressing 

gratitude and thanksgiving for her years of service. In 

appreciation for her loyal service, the Session also 

voted to pay her for the entire month of November. 

Session also directed that a reception or recognition 

for Martha be held, at a time of her choice and conven-

ience. The final date has not been set, but it is hoped 

that the event will be held in January. Look for details 

and an announcement in the coming weeks. 

Also, Brenda Smiley has stepped down as our nursery 

coordinator after several years of service. We thank 

Brenda for her faithful service, and we appreciate all 

the support of our nursery volunteers. 

Penny Shiflet has volunteered to be the new nursery 

coordinator. If you would like to offer your time as a 

nursery volunteer, please contact Penny at 337-6941. 

A joint committee representing the Worship Commit-

tee and the Personnel Committee has begun working on 

finding a new organist. In the meantime, we are espe-

cially grateful to Bob Moody and Joan Wright for fill-

ing in as organist and pianist respectively. 
 

Gifts For Some Folks In Need 
Again this Christmas, Hebron will be helping to make 

Christmas more special for several families from Bev-

erly Manor Elementary. 

The lists of names and gift suggestions are posted on 

the bulletin board outside the church office. Please 

bring your wrapped gifts to Hebronôs Sunday School 

Dinner and Carol Sing on Sunday, Dec. 16, at 6:00 p.m. 

If you would like to contribute but cannot shop, 

please get your money to Donna Kirtley by Sunday, 

Dec. 9, and someone will do the shopping for you. 
 

 

and, as the character of Tiny Tim said in Charles Dick-

ensô A Christmas Carol, ñGod bless us, everyone!ò 

         ~ Pastor Frank 



  

Joy and Peace 

To You This 

Christmas 
 

From Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor 

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, in this season in which we 

celebrate his birth! 

I wish for each of you a Christmas and holi-

day season of joy and peace, through the pres-

ence of God in your lives. 

The Risen Christ appeared to his disciples 

when they were huddled together in fear after 

his crucifixion, hiding behind locked doors. 

ñJesus came and stood among them,ò and the 

first thing he said to them was, ñPeace be with 

youò (John 20:19). In the same way, no matter 

what you face in your own life, and no matter 

what we face together in our lives with Hebron 

Presbyterian Church, may Christ give you His 

peace. 

Remember the sure promise of peace from 

Jesus: ñPeace I leave with you; my peace I 

give to you; not as the world gives do I give to 

you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 

them be afraidò (John 14:27). Remember that 

there is nothing that Godôs peace cannot over-

come, if we will rest in God, and allow God to 

have control over our lives and our problems. 

Problems will still come upon us, because God 

never promised to keep us free from all the 

problems of life; but what God did promise us 

is that, no matter what, God will always be 

with us,  and God  will  always love us. That is  

our source of peace, even when we are sur-

rounded by the problems and troubles of life. 

I pray that you will experience the peace of 

God, which brings a calm in the midst of the 

storms of our lives. As the Apostle Paul told 

us,  ñAnd  the  peace  of God,  which passes all 

understanding, will keep your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesusò (Philippians 4:7). 

May you also experience joy this Christmas! 

I do not wish you something as ñordinaryò as 

happiness or a sense of contentment or well-

being, for those can come upon us as fleeting 

moments which are soon pushed aside by the 

concerns and troubles of life. (Indeed, that is 

what happens when are despondent or de-

pressed, because good feelings are all too brief 

and do not stay with us, while anxiety, fear, 

grief and sadness persist.) 

Instead, I pray that will feel joy ï a deep 

sense of gladness and celebration which over-

whelms you, and overflows throughout your 

being, washing away worry and anxiety and 

sadness, that you may rejoice in what God has 

done for you by giving you the gift of himself 

in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

   Pastor Frank 

 

Christmas Message 



Hebron Church 

Christmas Card 
Once again this year, Heb-

ron will have a community 

Christmas Card posted on the 

bulletin board outside of the office. We ask that every-

one sign the card and contribute money to the church 

that would be spent sending individual cards to mem-

bers. The money received will be split be split between 

SACRA and The Angel Tree Project, which provides 

Christmas gifts to the children of inmates. 

Please mark your donations "Christmas Card,ò and 

thank you for your support of these worthy charities. 

 

(Continued from Left Column) 

$3,834, an improvement of $17,240. Wow! This truly 

shows what we can do when we all work together. 

The recently approved 2008 budget anticipates a 

$5,000 deficit, based on 2007 contribution levels. This 

budget also reflects an increase in the churchôs benevo-

lent giving, both locally and abroad. Remember: with 

more, we can do more. The expenses of Hebron are 

fairly predictable and easy to budget. If we receive ad-

ditional funds, we are able to use them for mission 

work or benevolent purposes. With your continued sup-

port, we can truly do the work we are put here to do. 

A few year end notices: 

New envelopes will be ready by December 10. Once 

again, your envelope number may change due to re-

numbering. Every contributor has a number, but not 

every contributor uses the envelopes. We are able to 

save money by only ordering the number of envelopes 

needed. 

Any contribution that you would like on your 2007 

contribution statement must be received by the church 

office by December 31. This allows the statements to 

be prepared as soon as possible in the new year. 

We are once again asking each contributor to submit 

a pledge card. Only the treasurer has access to this in-

formation. We understand that no one can predict the 

future, and circumstances may force you to change 

your planned giving. The pledge card is used to show 

your commitment to Hebron and is used for planning 

purposes only. They may be found in the front of the 

offering envelope booklet, in the vestibules, or in the 

church office. Please return them to the treasurer or the 

office by January 1, 2008. 

If we all work together, Hebron can continue to 

make a difference in our community and in the 

world. God calls us to do this everyday. We are all ves-

sels to do His work here on earth.  

May God continue to bless us. 

ôSeasonõs Greetings!õ 
From The Treasurer  

By Mike Ruleman, Church Treasurer 

2007 has been an extremely exciting and fulfilling 

year in the history and life of Hebron Presbyterian 

Church. We have been blessed with the arrival of our 

new pastor and his family to Hebron. In my opinion, 

Pastor Frank fits in very well with the ministry and cur-

rent direction of our church. As we, the membership, 

and he, our minister, continue to get to know each 

other, our spiritual journey will be broadened and to-

gether we will each receive the things we need. 

Thanks to your tremendous response to our financial 

support plea, 2007 has been the most rewarding of my 

seven years as church treasurer. In September of last 

year, the Stewardship Committee outlined some finan-

cial goals for 2007. We asked for increased contribu-

tions to the church which would allow us to replace 

some of the churchôs savings that we had used in prior 

years while our financial emphasis was on other pro-

jects. We also wanted to further the ministry and out-

reach of the church. This is the true reason we are here, 

to spread the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ 

in the community 

and in the world, 

and to those in 

need. Your re-

sponse to the com-

mitteeôs plea has 

been overwhelm-

ing!  

In 2007, we 

eliminated the 

deficit in the Sanctuary Fund, increased the amount in 

the Organ Upkeep/Maintenance Fund, replaced all the 

windows in the manse, gave more than anticipated to 

our various charities and missions, and moved the min-

ister and his family from Cincinnati! All of these things 

are tremendous accomplishments; and, because of your 

support, weôve done more. 

The 2007 budget anticipated a $30,000 deficit based 

on 2006 contributions. Due to your increased contribu-

tions and everyone working together to keep expenses 

down, we hope to finish 2007 nearly even. This 

ñsurplusò will allow us to replace some of the funds we 

have  ñborrowedò  from  ourselves  over the last several 

years. For example, the general fund balance on De-

cember 1, 2006 was negative $21,074. The general 

fund   balance  on   December  1,   2007   was  negative  

(Continued on Right Column) 



Minutes For Oct. 18 

Session Meeting 
(The following minutes for the congregational meet-

ing of Oct. 28, 2007, were approved by the Session at 

its Nov. 15 meeting.) 

Present: Elders Larry Mayer, Brenda Smiley, 

Charles Drumheller, Gene Tuttle, Linda Dundas, Doris 

Smith, Emerson Willard, Hannah Bush, Jim Crawford, 

Martha Sieck, Mike Fallin, Mike Ruleman, Patsy Shull, 

Philip Carpenter, Richard Rathburn; Moderator Rev. 

Frank Wyche; Recording Secretary Robin Ruleman. 

Excused: David Moore, John Hildebrand. 

Guests: District Executive Dee Schartiger and Dis-

trict Commissioner Phil Merica of the Valley District, 

Stonewall Jackson Area Council, Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica. 

A quorum being present, Rev. Wyche opened with 

devotions and prayer. 

Session Boy Scout charter representative Mike Fallin 

introduced Dee Schartinger and Phil Merica, and dis-

cussed Hebronôs relationship with the Boy Scouts. Fol-

lowing a short video on the importance of scouting, 

Schartinger and Merica thanked Hebron for past com-

mitment and indicated that there is renewed interest in 

a Boy Scout troop. A motion passed to reinstate the 

Boy Scout charter effective January 1, 2007. 

Clerkôs Report: Larry Mayer. The minutes of the 

September 20, 2007 Stated Session meeting and the 

minutes of the October 3, 2007 Called Meeting of the 

Session were approved as presented.  

Motion approved, at their request, to move Doug, 

Donna, and Rosalea Riley to Springhill Presbyterian by 

certificate of transfer. 

Treasurerôs Report: Mike Ruleman. Treasurer pre-

sented detailed Fund Balances and Receipts and Dis-

bursements reports for the period since the September 

Session meeting. The Treasurerôs Report was accepted 

as presented. 

(Continued on Right Column) 

Minutes For October 28  
Congregational Meeting  

(The following minutes for the congregational meet-

ing of Oct. 28, 2007, were approved by the Session at 

its Nov. 15 meeting.) 

A called meeting of the Congregation of Hebron 

Presbyterian Church was held Sunday, Oct. 28, 2007, 

immediately following the morning worship service, 

for the purpose of electing five (5) elders to the class of 

2010. 

Moderator Rev. Frank Wyche called the meeting to 

order and opened with prayer. By consent, Clerk of 

Session Larry Mayer served as secretary of the meet-

ing, and Robin Ruleman served as recording secretary. 

A quorum was present. Before proceeding to the busi-

ness of the meeting, the moderator reported that the 

Session had approved the minutes of the previous meet-

ing of the Congregation, which was held Aug. 26, 

2007, to elect a Church Nominating Committee for 

2007-2008. 

Elder John Hildebrand, chair of the Church Nominat-

ing Committee, placed eight names in nomination for 

five positions as elders in the class of 2010. After an 

opportunity for nominations from the floor, a motion 

passed to close nominations. Members of the Church 

Nominating Committee then distributed, collected, and 

tallied the ballots. 

The Congregation elected Jon Arneson, Glenn 

Mader, Fred Smiley, Jeff Simmons, and Joan Wright to 

serve as elders in the class of 2010. The moderator 

thanked the other candidates, Robin Moyer, Robin 

Ruleman, and Edna Stone, for having agreed to be 

nominated; and thanked the Church Nominating Com-

mittee, current elders John Hildebrand and Mike Rule-

man, and congregational members Meredith Arneson, 

Vicki Drumheller, and Gail Mayer, for their work in 

securing such excellent nominees. 

The purpose of the meeting having been accom-

plished, a motion passed to adjourn, and the meeting 

was closed with prayer. 
 

(Continued from Left Column) 

Old Business: 
A motion was approved to rescind the Sessionôs pre-

vious rescindment of the ñSeptember 2005 Process for 

Nominating Church Officers.ò Approval of the ñPro-

cess...ò was an action of the congregation in October, 

2005, and can only be rescinded by the congregation, 

so the Sessionôs earlier rescindment was out of order. 

Mike Fallin will serve as commissioner at the Nov. 

13 meeting of Presbytery; Martha Sieck will serve as 

an alternate. 

(Continued on Next Page) 



Minutes For Oct. 18 Session Meeting 

(Continued from Previous Page) 
 

Committee Reports: 
Personnel ï Motion  approved  to  establish  the posi-

tion of Music Director and to offer the position to Han-

nah Bush, who accepted. 

Motion approved to establish the position and salary 

for Handbell Choir Director. 

Property ï Motion approved to end the aluminum 

recycling program at Hebron. Charlie Drumheller will 

contact Staunton Metal Recyclers about giving congre-

gants credit for donations of aluminum on behalf of 

Hebron. 

Property is checking on labeling circuit breakers. 

Service ï Patsy Shull reported that members of the 

committee continue to visit shut-ins and that Heritage 

Sunday was a success.  

Stewardship/Finance/Memorials ï The budget for 

2008 is nearly complete and will be presented to the 

Session for review, with discussion and action at the 

November Session meeting. The Stewardship luncheon 

on Nov. 11  will include a guest speaker, and a kitchen 

crew will be secured. 

Worship ï Mike Fallin reminded elders of the Com-

munion schedule. 

Cemetery ï No report. 

Christian Education ï Fall Festival preparations are 

ongoing and festival co-chair Brenda Smiley encour-

aged elders to volunteer. The Fellowship Hall will be 

decorated on Oct. 25 at 6:00 pm and the festival will be 

Oct. 26 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Commitment Witness ï The CROP walk will be 

Oct. 21 at 2:00 pm and an announcement will be made 

from the pulpit as a reminder. The Peacemaking offer-

ing was $285. The committee continues to encourage 

congregational contact with our missionaries, the Smith 

family. A motion passed to increase the Presbytery 

Shared Mission Support from $2,500 in 2007 to $3,000 

in 2008. 

Pastorôs Report: Rev. Wyche reported that he and 

Hilda Dundas served Communion to nine shut-ins, and 

he asked for more elders to help in serving those re-

maining. Mike Fallin, Martha Sieck, and Brenda 

Smiley volunteered to assist Rev. Wyche. 

The organizational meeting for an evening Bible 

study was hosted by the Sisters in Christ circle on Oct. 

9 and 12 participants attended. The consensus of the 

group was to hold the Bible study on Sunday evenings 

7:00-8:00 p.m. 

The Sunday morning confirmation class for Hebron 

youth is going well. 
 

(Concluded on Right Column) 

Many Thanks For Help 

With Shoebox Project 
Many thanks to all who helped in any way with the 

Christmas Shoebox Project. Thirty-nine wonderful 

boxes were delivered to Calvary Baptist Church on 

Sunday afternoon, Nov. 18. 

   A special ñthank youò goes to the 

children in Maxine Carpenterôs Sun-

day School class, who worked so hard 

preparing many boxes. 

   Again, thank you for taking the time 

to show Godôs love, and to make life a littler happier 

for children around the world. When you did it for the 

least of these, you did it for Him! 

God bless you. 

      ~The Commitment/Witness Committee 
 

Thank You For Helping  
ôThe Least Of Theseõ 

SACRA, the Staunton-Augusta Church Relief Asso-

ciation, announced on Nov. 6, 2007, that during the 

previous year it was able to do the following, thanks to 

the support of Hebron Presbyterian Church and others: 

Clients Served - 1,616 

Client Disbursements - $91,171.70 

Overhead - only 1.7% 

SACRA is an ecumenical organization of 73 area 

churches and groups. It is an all volunteer organization, 

housed in St. Francis Catholic Church, which provides 

space and utilities for free. 

Temple Myers, SACRA president, said, ñWhen you 

give to SACRA, your gift goes to take care of Godôs 

people in Jesusô name. Thank you.ò 

For additional information, contact SACRA at 118 N. 

New St., Staunton, VA 24401, or call Temple Myers at 

885-8033. 
 

(Concluded from Left Column) 

Other New Business: 

Rev. Wyche was recognized with cards and gifts 

from the Session in honor of Pastor Appreciation 

month, and he warmly thanked the Session for the kind 

thoughts and prayers expressed.  

The next meeting of the Session is November 15, 

2007 at 7:00 p.m. 

Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer con-

cerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives, were 

shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and 

individual prayer by the Session. The moderator of-

fered prayers for all those mentioned. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:15 p.m. 



An Evening 
Of Comfort  
And Joy, II  
The soup, sandwich, 

and dessert makers 

are ready! The list of auction 

items keeps growing! But have you made your reserva-

tion to attend ñAn Evening of Comfort and Joy, 

IIò? You don't have to be a circle member to attend. If 

you enjoy the fellowship of others and want to help the 

Presbyterian Women support some of the local benevo-

lences, please join us on December 4 starting at 6:00 

P.M. in the Fellowship Hall for our gathering. A reser-

vation sheet is in the Sunday School hallway near the 

clock in the corner. Or call Joan Wright at 886-0864 to 

add your name to our list. There is no charge for the 

meal, but you might bid on a treasure or two that you 

would like to take with you! 

Jesus Goes To The Mall 
The following poem, author unknown, was submitted 

by Shirley Shomo. The thoughts are appropriate for the 

seasons of Advent and Christmas. 
 

Jesus goes to the mall one day, 

To buy a gift for me. 

However, when He gets there, 

He finds nothing that is free. 
 

 As Jesus looks around, 

 He doesnôt like that place. 

 In fact, it makes Him sad, 

 And brings a frown upon His face. 
 

Mothers screaming at their children, 

Children screaming at their mothers. 

One young man is all distressed, 

Because he has no gifts for his brothers. 
 

 Utter chaos and confusion, 

 How can we call this living? 

 We cause ourselves such stress, 

 All in the name of giving! 
 

Now Jesus had no money, 

With which to make a purchase, 

So He finds His efforts futile, 

As the marketplace He searches. 
 

 He looks upon mankind, 

 And sees all the grief and strife. 

 He sees that what we need 

 Is for Him to give His life. 
 

So He came to earth a little babe, 

All wrapped up in a manger. 

He came for you and me, 

To whom He was a stranger. 

Happy Birthday To All!  
December birthdays are: 

Liz Pack     1 

Billie Jean Banks    1 

Mary Margaret Clifton  4 

James Nycum     8 

Forest Sheffer     9 

Ann Buchanan   10 

Doris Smith   10 

Brittany Wood   11 

Karmen Bazzrea  12 

Carolyn Agnor  14 

Polly Hewitt   15 

Dennis Lines   15 

Charles Buchanan  15 

Kay Mader   15 

Joyce Moody   15 

Penny Shiflet   16 

Robert Christian  17 

Joanne Weikert  17 

Martha Ramsey  23 
 

Very special birthday wishes to: 

Forest Sheffer who will be 97 on December 9. 
 

Special anniversary congratulations to: 

Charles and Shirley Shomo who will be married 54 

years on December 12. 
 

December Lectionary Readings 
Scripture lessons from the Revised Common Lection-

ary for December are listed below. 

2 ï 1st Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; 

Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44. 

9 ï 2nd Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1

-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12. 

16 ï 3rd Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 35:1-10; Ps. 146:5-

10 or Luke 1:47-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11. 

23 ï 4th Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 

80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25. 

24 ï Christmas Eve, Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 

2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20). 

30 ï Isaiah 63: 7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; 

Matthew 2:13-23. 
 

 
 

 

Claude Piche  23 

Sarah Mayer  24 

Will Dundas  25 

Dylan Rankin  28 

Don Hall  29 

Thomas Mooneyham  29 

Joyce Coleman 31 

Nancy Durham 31 

Greg Moody  31 

Helen Shiflet  31 

  Auction and Meal 

He went to Calvary, 

And died upon the cross, 

To save us from destruction, 

That we might not be lost. 
 

 So when youôre shopping for a gift 

 And you need a little help, 

 Consider what Jesus did, 

 Try giving of yourself. 
 

~Author Unknown 


