
Fourteen church officers were honored by Hebron 

Presbyterian Church on Sunday, Jan. 13. 

Elva Tuttle and Giles Trimble were honored as Elders 

Emeritus during the worship service, and Bill Trimble 

was honored as Deacon Emeritus. The Session elected 

them to these honorary positions as a sign of affection 

and appreciation for all their work on behalf of the 

church throughout their lives. 

The reception also honored and welcomed into ser-

vice new elders Jon Arneson, Glenn Mader, Jeff Sim-

mons, Fred Smiley and Joan Wright. Simmons, Smiley 

and Wright were ordained and installed during the wor-

ship service; and Arneson and Mader, having been or-

dained previously, were installed as members of the 

Session. 

Outgoing elders Phil Carpenter, Jim Crawford, Char-

lie Drumheller, Larry Mayer, Brenda Smiley and 

Eugene Tuttle were also honored at the reception in 

appreciation for their service to the church. 

Pastor Frank Wyche had asked the Session to sched-

ule the ordination and installation of officers for Bap-

tism of the Lord Sunday. He said Jesus did not need to 

be baptized to wash away sin, and he was not baptized 

in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. Instead, Pastor Frank said the baptism of Jesus 

was comparable to an ordination or commissioning of 

Jesus to begin his earthly ministry, undertaking the task 

of doing the will of God the Father in humble obedi-

ence ï just as officers and all Christians are called to be 

obedient to God in answering our own calls to faith in 

Jesus Christ, and in service to the church and to others. 

Changes, upgrades and improvements are continuing 

for Hebron Presbyterian Churchôs communications! 

Several months ago, a new computer was bought for 

the secretary, with the secretaryôs old computer going 

to replace the very old computer in the pastorôs office. 

Also, upgraded software was added to both computers. 

With the changes in the computers, and the addition 

of improved graphics and publishing software, the 

churchôs  newsletter  took on  a new look,  including in- 

NEW ELDERS for 2008 installed during worship on 

Jan. 13 were (L-R) Glenn Mader and Jon Arneson 

(both of whom were installed); and Jeff Simmons, Fred 

Smiley, and Joan Wright (all of whom were ordained). 

OFFICERS EMERITUS honored during worship 

on Jan. 13 for their long and faithful service to Hebron 

Presbyterian Church were (L-R) Giles Trimble and 

Elva Tuttle, Elders Emeritus; and Bill Trimble, Deacon 

Emeritus. 

creased use of graphic illustrations and pictures. Those 

changes also allowed Hebron to print its own bulletin 

covers throughout Advent, with cover illustrations re-

lated to the biblical and sermon themes of the day. 

With this edition, we are adding photographs to the 

newsletter. If they are blurry or splotchy, give us time 

to work out the bugs! 

Also, if you have internet access, visit the churchôs 

website:   http://www.faithwebsites.com/hebronpc 
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Informal Letter from Scott and Melanie Smith. 
 

Family Update 
 

Exciting news! Kelli is engaged to marry Dave Flem-

ing on July 19 in Iowa City. Dave is from Boston and is 

following his passion to be a fiction writer. He is cur-

rently a part of the Iowa Writers Workshop, quite a 

well known program if one is a writer. Kelli and Dave 

do not know where they will be living after July, when 

Dave finishes. They are looking for writerôs fellow-

ships and have applied several places. 

Timothy enjoyed his semester abroad in Thailand, 

making good friends and enjoying the culture and food. 

He even did a DJ course. 

He has been in India for a while visiting old friends. 

He supported one of his closest school friends during 

the last weeks of his mothers fight with cancer. She had 

been a doctor with EHA at the hospital here in Mus-

soorie. We went to her funeral at a walled Christian 

graveyard in Dehradun. It was a moving experience 

and gave us a chance to think about life and death as 

we stood on the roots of old trees shading even older 

graves of the British dur-

ing the Raj period of the 

1800s. Two sets of pup-

pies played around the 

grave stones, many of 

which had fallen over. 

Surprisingly, we have 

been to more funerals 

than weddings since we 

have been in India.  

  We have returned from 

a wonderfully relaxing 2 

weeks on the beach at 

Goa; all the family except Kelli was there. We took the 

37-hour train down to Goa sharing the compartment 

with six young men (call center workers) who had only 

two seats; they took it in turn to stand. It was a very 

long and sometimes entertaining journey. They had to 

pay fines to the train guards, for smoking and having 

alcohol on the train. 

It is always a joy to have the family together. We 

made a point of eating breakfast together before sepa-

rating to different spots on the beach with different 

friends. But would meet up again at Rexôs Food Hut in 

the afternoon for a beach volleyball game and a drink 

of cold coffee (ice is rare) as the sun set. 

Now we have gone our separate ways. Tim is back in 

New Jersey,  Daniel is off on a motorbike,  and Hilary is 

back at school. Daniel is taking a couple of months to 

revisit India and Nepal on a rented Enfield motorbike. 

He is on his way to Surkhet next week (his home town) 

in the foothills of the Himalayas in western Nepal. 

You can read his travel blog on the internet at: 
 

 www.coldwetdog.blog.com 
 

Scott and I went to Patna, in Bihar state, to a Human 

Trafficking Consultation, arranged by the Church of 

North India. It is such a problem! One  quote  from the 

India Today magazine said there are 500,000 girls, be-

low 18 years of age, who are victims of trafficking for 

sexual exploitation or labor in India. We sat through 

two days of stories presented by the police, lawyers, the 

media, faith workers, and many other groups on all the 

problems involved.  It is harder because the crimes of-

ten start in one state and ends in another, and there is 

not fixed policy on how to deal with it. So, not much 

gets done. The girls and boys may get sent back but 

few people are ever charged with the crime. We both 

felt challenged that this is an urgent problem, and to get 

involved where possible. 

I am planning to go with Scott to a few of his train-

ings as I am getting very bored with the Archives at 

Woodstock and want some new challenges. 

That is it for now, 

Melanie 

News From the Smith Family, Our Missionaries  

Above (L-R): Daniel, 

Tim, and Hilary. 
 

Right: Dave and Kelli 

(at a beach nowhere 

near Iowa City). 

Contacting the Smiths  

Missionaries to India  

Scott and Melanie Smith 

receive mail at: 

    Sisters Bazaar, 

    Mussoorie, UA  

    248197 India 

Their email address is: 

melscofam@sbcglobal.net 



By Rev. Frank Wyche, Pastor 

Ash Wednesday on Feb. 6 marks the beginning of 

Lent, the Christian season of preparation before Easter. 

Lent is usually observed in three ways: by penitence 

(self-examination and self-denial); by increased alms-

giving (and other good works); and by increased devo-

tional activities (attending regular and special worship 

services, and increased prayer and devotional study). 

Many of us grew up paying little or no attention to 

Lent, because it was considered a ñCatholicò holiday in 

which Protestants did not participate. In fact, Lent is an 

important season of the Christian liturgical year, and its 

observance is far older than the split between Protes-

tants and Catholics. Those of us who did not observe 

Lent were not avoiding a Roman Catholic practiceï we 

were missing a traditional Christian observance. 

The English name ñLentò originated before 1000 A.D. 

and came from the Old English word ñlenctenò or 

ñlengten,ò which literally meant ñlengthening (of day-

light hours)ò and came to mean ñspringò ï since day-

light hours lengthen during the season of spring, which 

is when Easter occurs. 

Many people ñgive upò something for Lent. The idea 

is not simply to practice self-denial or self-discipline, 

but to re-direct oneôs thoughts and activities toward 

God, instead of everyday thoughts and activities. 

For example, if someone decided to give up sodas or 

soft drinks for Lent, the idea would be to take the 

money that would have been spent on those beverages 

and  use  it  to  make  an extra charitable contribution to 

Special Days 

At Hebron 

During Lent  
Feb. 6 ï Ash Wednesday, first day of Lent. 

Feb. 10ï First Sunday of Lent. The Lordôs Supper 

will be celebrated at morning worship at Hebron. 
Feb. 17 ï Second Sunday of Lent. Hebronôs annual 

meeting of the congregation will follow worship. 
Feb. 24 ï Third Sunday of Lent. 

March 2 ï Fourth Sunday of Lent. 

March 9 ï Fifth Sunday of Lent. 

March 16 ï Passion Sunday and Palm Sunday; Holy 

Week begins. 

March 20 ï Maundy Thursday; Hebron will have an 

evening worship service including the Lordôs Supper. 
March 21 ï Good Friday. 

March 23 ï Easter, the Resurrection of the Lord. A 

sunrise service will be held, and we will celebrate 

the Lordôs Supper during morning worship. 

the church or some other 

worthwhile cause. Also, 

every time one felt the de-

sire for the beverage, it 

would be a reminder to 

think about God instead of 

our own wants and appe-

tites; and to engage in prayer and devotional activities 

in the time we would have been drinking the beverage.  

In the first centuries after Christôs resurrection, it was 

a common practice of the Church to baptize new mem-

bers on Easter Sunday. Prospective members under-

went a lengthy period of preparation before being bap-

tized ï sometimes up to three years. 

It was also customary to give the final lessons and to 

conduct the final training during the last 40 days before 

Easter. That special period of preparation immediately 

before Easter Sunday is what has become the obser-

vance of Lent today. 

Sunday, Feb. 3, is Transfiguration of the Lord on this 

yearôs Christian calendar, because the last Sunday be-

fore Lent is always Transfiguration Sunday. 

Many cultures celebrate Carnivale as a time for cele-

brations and parties before the self-denial and extra de-

votional acts of Lent. The last day of Carnivale is 

Mardi Gras (literally, ñFat Tuesdayò in French), which 

is the day before Lent begins. The idea is that if we are 

to deny ourselves for 46 days, letôs have one last time 

to get fat before the lean days ahead. (Lent is 40 week-

days, plus six Sundays.) 

While most Protestants donôt observe Carnivale or 

Mardi Gras (because they are cultural festivals rather 

than religious observations), we do often observe Lent 

by having fewer parties and celebrations. For example, 

significantly fewer weddings are held during Lent than 

in other seasons of the year. 

While the culture knows the parties of Carnivale and 

Mardi Gras, and while many churches have special 

events during Holy Week, from Palm Sunday/Passion 

Sunday through Easter, observing Lent means prepar-

ing for Easter in those three most familiar ways: in-

creased self-examination and acts of devotion, includ-

ing prayer and study; self-denial as a means of redirect-

ing our thoughts and activities toward God instead of 

ourselves; and increased acts of almsgiving, especially 

redirecting what we would have spent on ourselves. 

Please take advantage of the Lenten devotional book-

let provided by the Presbyterian Women: ñThe Sanctu-

ary for Lent, 2008,ò by James C. Howell. 

        Pastor Frank 

Season of Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 6 



Present: Elders Larry Mayer, Brenda Smiley, Charles 

Drumheller, Gene Tuttle, Linda Dundas,  Emerson Wil-

lard, Hannah Bush, Patsy Shull, Jim Crawford, Martha 

Sieck, Mike Fallin, Mike Ruleman, Philip Carpenter, 

Richard Rathburn; Moderator Rev. Frank Wyche; Re-

cording Secretary Robin Ruleman  

Excused:  David Moore  

Absent:  Elders Doris Smith and John Hildebrand 

Guests:   Elders-elect Jon Arneson, Joan Wright, Fred 

Smiley, Jeff Simmons, and Glenn Mader  

A quorum being present, Rev. Wyche opened with 

devotions and prayer.  Rev. Wyche welcomed the eld-

ers-elect who were present to be examined by the Ses-

sion. 

The minutes of the November 15, 2007 Stated Ses-

sion Meeting and the December 9, 2007 Called Session 

Meeting were approved as presented. 

Clerkôs Report, Larry Mayer: The Clerk reported that 

letters of transfer have been requested by the 

McGavocks and Turnages to join Hebron. Committee 

chairs were reminded that annual reports from all com-

mittees are due by January 15. 

Eldersô Examination: Having completed officer train-

ing led by Rev. Frank Wyche and Treasurer Mike Rule-

man, elders-elect Jon Arneson, Joan Wright, Fred Smil-

ey, Jeff Simmons, and Glenn Mader were examined by 

the Session. A motion passed to approve their examina-

tion, and to ordain and install them on Jan. 13, 2008.  

Presbytery Report:  Mike Fallin reported on the Pres-

bytery meeting held November 13, 2007, at Mt. Horeb 

Presbyterian Church. A motion passed to establish a 

committee of all Session committee chairs to coordi-

nate the Presbytery luncheon to be held at Hebron on 

May 13, 2008. Larry Mayer will serve as commissioner 

at the January 20, 2008 Called Meeting of Presbytery 

with Martie Sieck serving as the alternate.  Hannah 

Bush will serve as commissioner at the February 9, 

2008 Stated Meeting of the Presbytery, with Mike 

Ruleman serving as the alternate. 

Treasurerôs Report, Mike Ruleman: The treasurer pre-

sented detailed Fund Balances and Receipts and Dis-

bursements reports for the period since the November 

Session meeting. A motion passed to adopt the 2008 

budget as amended. The Treasurer's Report was ac-

cepted as presented. 

Old Business 

Substitute pay for musicians was discussed and the fol-

lowing motions were approved:  Bob Moody will be 

paid $125 for  December 9, and $50  for the Thanksgiv- 

ing community service;  an  accompanist  will  be  paid 

$75 for the Christmas Eve evening service.  Also, a 

motion passed to rescind the prohibition against re-

corded music in the sanctuary for services that are un-

der the direction of the minister. 

Having been directed by Session to name a committee 

to determine the churchôs needs for an organist and/or 

pianist for regular worship and to accompany the choir, 

and to begin working on a job description and advertis-

ing the position, the Rev. Wyche said he had named 

Larry Mayer as chairman of the joint Worship-

Personnel Committee, made up of Mike Fallin, Larry 

Mayer and David Moore of Personnel, and Hannah 

Bush, Mike Ruleman, Emerson Willard and Joan 

Wright of Worship. 

A motion passed to award the designation ñElder 

Emeritusò to Elva Tuttle and Giles Trimble and the 

designation ñDeacon Emeritusò to Bill Trimble during 

the worship service on January 13, 2008.  

Committee Reports 

Property ï No report. 

Service ï No report. 

Stewardship/Finance/Memorials ï Charlie Drumhel-

ler reported that the committee had interviewed four 

financial institutions to manage the churchôs endow-

ment funds. A motion from the committee passed to 

make Shenandoah Presbytery Corporation the funds 

manager. 

Worship ï  No report. 

Cemetery ï Larry Mayer reported that the cemetery 

funds are being moved to the Shenandoah Presbytery 

Corporation. 

Christian Education ï  Linda Dundas reported that the 

Sunday school dinner held on December 16 was very 

successful with 65 people in attendance. 

Commitment Witness ï  Martie Sieck presented a 

written report and highlighted the following points: The 

2007  benevolent  giving  marked  an  increase  from the 

(Continued on Next Page) 

Session Report: Minutes from Dec. 20 Meeting 



 Men of the Church Hear  
 Report on County Youth  

Gang presence in the Staunton, Waynesboro and Au-

gusta County areas, gang graffiti and symbolism, and 

information about community service and initiatives to 

minimize area youthsô vulnerability to gang involve-

ment were subjects presented at the Hebron Presbyte-

rian Men of the Church supper program on Wednesday 

night, Jan. 16. Diane Kellogg, gang prevention coordi-

nator for the Central Shenandoah Valley Office on 

Youth (CSVOOY) and SAW 2010 (community anti-

gang initiative spearheaded by the CSVOOY) director, 

and Elaine Rose, Education Committee chairman for 

SAW 2010 were the speakers. 

SAW 2010  is a community response to the increas-

ing gang activity in this area. It was created in January 

2007 and the mission is to be a proactive, multi-

organizational coalition charged with educating, pre-

venting, and reducing gang activity in the Staunton, 

Waynesboro, and Augusta County areas. The project 

seeks to mobilize the business, political and faith com-

munities to realize the need for service and involve-

ment with youth in the community. Toward that goal 

the project seeks to create service opportunities involv-

ing youth and to provide them with positive activities 

as well as offering opportunities for adults in these 

communities to mentor youth. 

In addition to gang prevention projects, the CSVOOY 

provides many other services for the young people of 

this area. Family services are also offered and include 

many programs aimed at teaching simple and effective 

parenting techniques, programs for parents who share 

custody and visitation of their children, anger manage-

ment and other programs to facilitate character devel-

opment. Employment services are available. Young 

people are given opportunities to gain paid work ex-

perience and to experience work habit develop-

ment. Opportunities are available for youths aged 16-21 

who are no longer in school but who may be interested 

in furthering their education or seeking gainful employ-

ment. There is a supplemental education division that 

provides expelled or suspended 6-12th graders the 

chance to be positively engaged via tutoring, counsel-

ing and community service. Substance abuse preven-

tion and pregnancy prevention programs are managed 

by the CSVOOY. 

There is a juvenile crime control division. Services 

offered by this division of the CSVOOY include moni-

toring and outreach services, therapeutic services and 

some very specific programs for court involved young 

people. Examples of these include first offender pro-

grams, shoplifting alternative program, court/on-case  

coverage and case management. 

The mission of the CSVOOY is to develop positive 

connections between youth, their families and commu-

nities; and to build a strong foundation for a successful 

future. These programs, including SAW 2010, are evi-

dence of the efforts involved to achieve such goals. 

Hebron Presbyterian Church has helped support the 

CSVOOY. After a talk given several years ago at a 

menôs supper, a donation was sent. The women of the 

church have donated in the past. The Commitment and 

Witness Committee has supervised giving toward the 

youth services as well. The 40 percent of last 

yearôs Pentecost Offering that is kept for local missions 

was donated to the CSVOOY. The Women of the 

Church have also generously given to youth services in 

the past and enjoyed speakers from the CSVOOY. 

In addition to financial support, interested adults can 

support activities and programs in many ways, such as 

volunteering time to help with the above programs (call 

Staunton 332-3806 or Waynesboro 942-6757); volun-

teering on the Youth Commission, an advisory board; 

and simply praying for the CSVOOY mission and 

work. All of these show support for the areaôs youth 

and for the CSVOOY staff. 
 

 Minutes For Oct. 18 Session Meeting 

(Continued from Previous Page) 

prior year; the committee is working to prepare the an-

nual report; and a flock of chickens has been ordered 

through Heifer International in honor of Rev. Wyche 

and his family.  

Personnel ï No report. 

Pastor's Report: Rev. Wyche recommended that the 

Service committee be divided into ñServiceò and 

ñFellowshipò committees to more accurately reflect the 

separate functions; a motion to that effect passed. Rev. 

Wyche asked elders to list their first three preferences 

for serving on committees in 2008. A motion passed 

that the bulk mailing permit for the church newsletter 

not be renewed; and that newsletters be placed in the 

vestibules for two Sundays after they are printed, with 

those not picked up to be mailed at first class postage. 

This is expected to save at least $20 per month com-

pared to using bulk mail. Preparations for the children's 

and evening Christmas Eve services continue. 

Joys and Concerns: The blessings and prayer con-

cerns of the congregation, friends, and relatives, were 

shared by the moderator and Session for corporate and 

individual prayer by the Session. The moderator of-

fered prayers for all those mentioned. The moderator 

also thanked the outgoing session members for their 

service. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 9:45 p.m. 

The next Session meeting is Jan. 17, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  



February Is Boy Scout Month 
By Mike Fallin, BSA Chartered Representative 

Hebron will observe Scout Sunday February 3, 2008, 

with Scouts participating in the worship service. 

On Saturday, Feb. 9, the Scouts will hold their annual 

Pinewood Derby, and the Blue and Gold luncheon in 

the fellowship hall. Registration for the derby begins at 

8:30 a.m. The luncheon is at 12:30 p.m. and will be fol-

lowed by a father-son cake auction. 

Hebron has supported Scouting for over 50 of the or-

ganizationôs 97-year history. Troop 122 and Pack 122 

are still active with 10 boys in Cub Scouting and 3 in 

Boy Scouting. Scouting is an important part of learning 

about life and adapting to it. It teaches outdoor survival 

skills, knot-tying, and all manner of other skills wit-

nessed by their merit badges.  

Men and women have the opportunity to improve 

their own outlook and skills by leading scouts in vari-

ous activities. Working with the respective scout mas-

ter, an adult can teach ham radio, piano, sewing, or 

sportsmanship. It is a way to witness by reaching-out to 

help a person. 

The Sisters in Christ thank each one who helped with 

the appreciation reception on Sunday, Jan. 13, honoring 

newly ordained and installed elders, elders who com-

pleted their terms at the end of 2007, and the officer 

emeritus honorees (see article on page 1); and also 

those who helped with the Menôs Supper on Jan. 16. 

Thanks for making both opportunities for fellowship 

so special. 
 

Calvin Wood Remembered at Presbytery 
James Calvin Wood will be remembered at the Feb. 

9, 2008, meeting of Presbytery to be held at the Effin-

ger Elementary School in Lexington. (Directions avail-

able at www.shenpres.org/Pbymeet.html). 

There will be a brief service of remembrance in 

which the names of the Elders and Ministers of Shen-

andoah Presbytery who have died during the past year 

are read aloud; followed by the singing of a hymn and a 

prayer of celebration for their lives and their ministry 

among us. 
 

 Kindness ~ ñLife affords but few opportunities of 

doing great services for others; but there is scarcely an 

hour of the day that does not afford us an opportunity 

of performing some little kindness, though it may be 

unnoticed.ò ïLeighton 

Happy Birthday To All!  
February birthdays are: 

Frank Kirtley        1 

Henley Predmore Shull  1 

Jeff Simmons        1 

D. W. Cash                    2 

Tommy Cook        2 

Dustin Griffin        2 

Karen Cale         4 

Martha Sieck        4 

Jon Arneson        5 

Guy Smiley           7 

Cory Cline         8 

Jennifer Sieck        8 

Hubert Grim        9 

Donna Kirtley       11 

Ruth Rathburn       12 

Katlyn Botkin      13 

Billy Drumheller     15 

Moffet Shiflet      16 

Charlotte Lovegrove    17 
 

 

Very special birthday wishes to: 

  Hubert Grim who will be 81 on February 9; and, 

  Edith Riley who will be 84 on February 18. 
 

Special anniversary congratulations to: 

Dallas and Louise Keyser who will be married 

62 years on February 9th; and to 

Moffet and Shara Shiflet who will be married 

57 years on February 17. 
 

Medical Benevolence Foundation Program 

February 12 at Staunton First Presbyterian 
You are invited to hear Pam Ator of the Medical Be-

nevolence Foundation (which partners with the Presby-

terian Church USA) when she speaks at Staunton First 

Presbyterian Church (corner of East Frederick and New 

streets) on Feb. 12, 2008, in the Fellowship Hall. 

She will speak on the Moringa Tree which has proved 

to be miraculous in fighting malnutrition in many coun-

tries such as Kenya and the Congo. Men and women 

are invited to attend the program, which is sponsored 

by the Presbyterian Women of First Presbyterian. 

A catered lunch is at 12 noon. Reservations should be 

made with Amanda Avery (337-6020) by Thursday, 

Feb. 7, if you would like lunch. The cost is $7. The talk 

on the Moringa Tree begins at 12:50 P.M.  To learn 

more, read a letter written by former PCUSA General 

Assembly Moderator Rick Ufford-Chase at: 

http://what-i -see.blogspot.com/2005/05/magical-

moringa-tree.html. 

For more information, call the church at 886-0704. 

Edith Riley      18 

Shara Shiflet      18 

Vicki Drumheller 22 

Kate Law      23 

Ryan Shiflet     23 

Wil Shiflet      23 

Philip Sieck      25 

Richie Moyer     27 

Glenn Mader     28 
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